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O F 

RICHARD POCOCKE, LL.D. F.R.S. 

CHAP. IX. 

Dr. Pococke returns from the Cataracl down to 
Grand Cairo. An Account of the rife of the 
Nile ; of the Fijh in that River, and a De- 
fcription of the Crocodile* 

WE left AJfouan on the 27th of January* 
but a cold and contrary wind obliged 
ns to lie by about a league below the town. 
There is fuch a fcarcity of fuel in thefe parts, 
that the natives are obliged to burn either the 
reeds of Indian wheat, or cow dune dried ; the 
latter is the fuel generally ufed by the poor 
throughout Egypt. On the 8th of February we 
arrived at Kept, where I ftaid two days to view 
the antiquities. One of the Mahometans, to 
whom I had a letter to deliver, cao& \» xsvt. 
the lalt day, and took me to fee fom& ifcax^^ 
had not yet obferved. On oux re.tu.xxv> Ve W* 
dudted me to the boat, and VwTua «ax*«8 
Vol. XIII. B ctMtf 
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e*tr eated me not to depart till 1 bad heard far- 
ther from him, feme time after very kindly feat 
me a prefenc of a kid, and two bafeets of bread, 
On the 1 1 th we arrived at the port of Bad' 
joura, and went to the convent of Pvrjhoui, af- 
ter which I waited on the great Sheik* whom 
I found fitting with a Mabmesan Prieft, and 
eating beans boiled in the fhells. I delivered 
him my letter from the Sheik of £tfw t and he 
afkedme, fmUing, whether the people attempt- 
ed to detain us, and if they tore my book ; 
adding (l they thought you were in fearch of 
» f treafures," 

On the 1 2th we arrived at Gfige, and went 
to the convent. The Bey was encamped to 
the fouth of the city ; but when I went to the 
camp, he was at his harem in town with his 
ladies ; but he foon came on horfeback, attends 
ed by about eight flaves, and on his arrival, 
the mufic played in the camp, for about a quar- 
ter of an hour. I went to his magnificent tent, 
"and found him fitting on a fopha in the cor- 
ner, on the right hand as one enters. He was 
tf perfon of a fine countenance with a graceful 
fmile ; but when he pleafed he could aflume a 
ftern and majefticlook, and I thought his man- 
ner, more nearly refembled that of our great 
men in Europe, than any I had feen in this part 
of the world. I delivered him a letter from 
Ofman Bey, and my fervant placed my prefent 
before him, confifting of a dozen boxes oi 
frs#e6 prunellas, and a fine coveted ^\*fe v*(s 
for iberbet. He gave me a very dv\\ tcw^wh 
Wired mc ro £r, and ordered coffee. Oxv ^ 
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teqnefting the favour of fome letters to the go- 
vernors under him, he enquired where we had 
been, and failing afked, if I had found any 
treafures. I then went to the Secretary's tent* 
where the letters being written, I returned 
with them to the Bey, and he put his feal to 
them. 

We then proceeded to EUBtrbiy where, as 
I have already laid, was a temple, and this 
place I fuppofe to have been the ancient Aby- 
dus. On my returning to the boat, in order 
to depart, I was informed they had taken away 
the oars, demanding a duty of about fifteen 
millings : but on my fending to the Governor, 
I found they had afked for three times as much 
as their due. On the 14th we arrived at Ak- 
mim, where I went to the convent, and after- 
wards waited on the Prince, who gave me (bme 
letters I wanted on the way to Cairo ; and on 
the 17th landed at Raigny, where the religious 
Sheik of the famous ferpent Hired) was at the 
fide of the river to receive us* I carried the 
Prince of Akmim's letter to the Sheik of the vil- 
lage, who entertained us with a grand colla* 
tbn, and went with us to the grotto of the fer- 
pent. We afcended between the rocky moun- 
tains for about half a mile, and coming to a 
place where the valley opens wider, faw a 
building like a Sheik's burial place, in which 
is a large cleft in the rock, out of which the 
ferpent is fafd to come *. 

8*9 a particular account rf 1&» tootsak "1 
Chap. vi. 

B a 
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On the zoth we came to Meloui^ where I 
waited on the Sardar with a prefent of Engtijb 
cutlery ware, and fomc other things. He gave 
me a very obliging reception, and faid he would 
either go with me himfelf to fee the temple of* 
Arch?m&unain % to have half the treafures I found, 
or he would fend his Secretary* The next 
day I went to the town, when the cavalcade 
of the Sardar going towards Archemounain^ with 
the Caia, attended by a great number of people, 
with kettle-drums and other mafic, I followed, 
riding on a very indifferent afs. Having viewed 
the temple in company with the Secretary* I 
returned to the Cau, whofe carpet and cufhions 
were laid on an eminence, on which he fat, 
Tvith the Standard by him, that is carried be- 
fore him when he goes out in this manner, I 
fat down by his fide* and coiree was brought. 
After this refrefhments I returned to the boat. 

On the 24th we proceeded forwards, and the 
next day approached two villages, Sheik Fad- 
die on the eaft, and Benimfar on the weft. Thefe 
villages had a difpute about an ifland fituated 
between them, and applying to a great Bey, 
to decide the difference, he not being willing 
to difoblige either of them, bid them fight it 
out. This happening to be the day of bat- 
tle, we heard the firing of guns, and after that 
a noife and fhouting, as if for a vi&ory. Soon 
we perceived people throwing themfelves into 
the water from many parts of the ifland, and 
fwimming to the eaft, while others followed, 
firing at them or pelting them with ftones. W 
plainly law that we were now in. the midft 
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a battle, and that it was too late to retire ; we 
therefore prepared our arms to defend ourfelves, 
in cafe we mould be attacked. Obferving that 
the chief fire was from the eaftern fide, the 
battle being on the weft, where they were en- 
gaged, we were determined to go on the eaft, 
under the cover of their fire. Great numbers 
we obferved fwimming over to the eaft with 
their clothes. and pikes in their hands ; and one 
of them laying hold on our Boat, to reft him- 
felf, we were afraid the people on the weft fide 
would fire on us, for protecting their enemies ; 
for the weftern people had gained the victory, 
and moft of them having retired from the ifland, 
difplayed their ftandard on the other fide. The 
women on the eaft now came to the bank of 
the river to look for their hufbands, clapping 
their hands, and beating their breafts. Mean 
while the village of Sheik Faddle on the eaft, 
manned a boat, put it out into the river, and 
firing at the other fide, the fire was returned. 
Wc were in great danger in pafling by this 
boat. But we were no fooner below the vil- 
lage, than we judged we were fafe, however, 
going out to fee what parted, I perceived a 
ball, which was doubtlefs fired at us, fall into 
the water, only three or four yards from the 
boat* Thus I faw this engagement, which per- 
haps was not much inferior to fome of the 
little battles of the Greeks, defcribed by Tku- 
cidydes with fuch pomp and elegance. 

On the 26th I went afhore at Benefuief, and 
afterwards parted by BoHcbe, which I fuppofe 
10 be Ptolemais* To this place ^w^Vt^woaSS^ 
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come in order to go to the monafleries of St 
' Anthony and St. Paul, in the defarts near the Red 
Sea ; the former being the founder of the mo- 
naftic, and the latter of the hermits life. They 
were cotemporaries, and fome fay lived in the 
time of the Emperor Philip, and others in that 
of Decius. The convent of St. Anthony is a 
large enclofure, the entrance of which is by a 
window,, as at mount Sinai ; there are a great 
number of palm, olive and other trees within 
the enclofure, and the Monks have every thing 
within themfelves, and particularly a tower for 
a ftorehoufe defended by a bridge, as a fecurity 
in cafe the Arabs fhould break in upon them* 
The convent has alfo three fprings of water 
that run into it, but the water is a little feltifh. 
In the convent of St. Paul there are 25 Monks 
in all, who are not permitted either to {moke 
or eat meat in that building ; but the Monks do 
not think they break their rule, if they do it 
without the convent, which is what they com* 
roonlv praclife. Their ufiial diet is olives, 
cheefe brought from Faiutne, and fait £fh, with 
which they are fupplied from the Red Sea-, bat 
they are faid to eat only once a day, except on 
Saturdays and Sundays. It is probable that in thefc 
convents are the only bells uied in all Egypt. 

On my leaving Eouche, we ftiil proceeded 
down the river, and on the 27 th of Felruary 
reached Old Cairo, having fpent exactly three 
months in going above the cataract, and down 
again. 

The river Nile on which I fpent fo much time, 
in fearch of other curioa* ties, may itfelf be con- 
fided 
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fidercd as one of the greatefl curiofities in 
Egypt. The north winds beginning to blow 
about the latter end of May, drive the clouds 
formed by the vapours of the Mtdittrranean 
fouthward as far as the mountains of Ethiopia, 
which flopping their courfe, they condenfe* 
and fall in violent rains. The fame wind alfo 
drives in the water from the fea, and keeps 
back that in the river in fuch a manner as to 
raife the waters above. The Egyptians* and 
efpecially the Coptis, are fond of an opinion 
that the Nile begins to rife every year on the 
fame day, and indeed it generally begins on 
the 1 8th or 19th of June. By accounts of its 
rife for three years, I find it rofe the fix firft 
days from two to five inches every day * fox 
the twelve next days, from five to ten inches, 
and thus continues fifing till towards the time 
it arrives at the height of fixteen pikes, or 
cubits, when the canal of Cairo is cut : after 
this it continues rifin? fix weeks longer ; but 
then the rife is only from three to five inches 
a day ; for fpreading over the land, and en- 
tering the canals, though more water may de- 
fcend than before, yet its rife is not fo great ; 
for after that canal is opened, the others are 
alfo opened at fixed times, and thofe that wa- 
ter the lower grounds, the la ft. Thefe canals 
are carried along the highefl parts of the coun- 
try, that the water may from them be con- 
veyed to all the lower parts. It is remarka- 
ble that all other rivers, btin£ fox>£\>\\fc& ^o». 
rivulets, the ground is loweft neat \W&*^* 
but as no water fall* into the XiU \* v^*$* 
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hrough this country ; and as it is neceflarj 
chat this river fhould overflow the land, it ap- 
pears that the country of Egypt is lower at a 
diftance from the Nile, than it is near it ; and 
in moft parts it appears to have a gradual de« 
fcent from the Nile to the foot of the hills, thai 
may be faid to begin at thofe fandy parts, * 
mile or two diflant from them, which being 
gentle afcents, they are never overflowed. 

The plentiful rifing of the Nile is the bleflinj 
of Egypt. When it begins to rife, the plagu< 
begins to flop ; and the benefit of the inunda 
tion is in proportion to die height to which th< 
water rifes. Eighteen pikes or cubits is ef 
teemed but an indifferent Nile, twenty is mid- 
dling, and twenty-two is a good Nile, beyonc 
which it feldom rifes. 

[ The authors who have riven defcription 
of Egypt, contented with faying that the fei 
tility of the country is folely derived from t) 
annual inundation of the Nile, have by th« 
filence given occaiion to think, that Egypt i 
paradife on earth, where they have no need 
plowing the ground, or fowmg it, all be 
produced, as it were, fpontaneoufly after 
draining of the waters : but they are gre 
miftaken ; and I dare aflert from what I 1 
feen, that there is fcarce a country when 
land has greater need of culture than in Eg 

Where the land lies higher than the ini 
tion rifes, the people are forced by necef 
have various methods of railing the wate 
Ro/etta and Damiata, where the Nile 
much below the furface of the earth, this i 
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by making; a hole, and fixing in it a wheel 
made with boxes round its circumference, 
which receive the water, and, as the wheel 
goes round, the boxes empty at the top into a 
trough made for that purpofe. Where the wa- 
ter is too deep to be raifed in this manner, they 
put a cord round the wheel,* which reaches 
down to the water; to it they tie earthen jars, 
which fill with water, as it goes round, and 
empty themfelves at die top in the fame man- 
ner, being turned by oxen. Where the banks 
are high, the moil common way is to make a 
bafon in the fide of them, and fixing a pole in 
th'e ground forked at the top, they place ano- 
ther pole by an axle to the top of it ; to one 
end of this Jail pole they tie a heavy ftone, 
and at the other end, a cord and a leathern 
bucket. Two men draw down the bucket into 
the water, and the weight brings it up, the 
men direclting it, and turning the water into 
the bafon \ from this bafon it frequently runs 
into another, whence it is raifed with the fame 
labour ; thus in the upper part of Egypt, I 
have feen five, one higher than the other. 

There are no fhell-fifli in the Nile, except 
a kind of mufcle in the canal near Faiume, nor 
perhaps any fort of fifh that are in the rivers 
of Europe, except eels and mullets, which lafl, 
with fome others, at certain feafons come from 
the fea. Of thole that are moil efleemed, are 
the ray, which refembles a carp, but it is faid^ is 
fometimes moo pounds weijjrt.} \ke. las&A^fcRa&S' 
£& is the fee/her, which u oxi\? c*^\aw-w* 
Utfer Egypt i it hasa\o*£T«xWN fcv*x*-> * 
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io finall a mouth, that one would imagine it 
can only live by fucking the juice out of the 
weeds, or the ground. In Upper Egypt is a 
(mall fifli called gurg ur, about a foot long \ 
its head is armed with a ftrong bone ; the fin 
on the back, and thofe on each fide under the 
gills are likewise armed with bone ; the inha- 
bitants believe that this fifti kills the crocodile. 
It is probably what Pliny erroneoufly calls the 
dolphin, which, he fays, has a fharp point on 
the back, with which getting under the croco- 
dile's belly, it wounds him. The hippopo- 
tamus, is (aid to have been feen about Damiata ; 
but it feems to be a native of Ethiopia in the 
upper parts of the Nik, and feldom cornea 
down into Egypt. 

It is generally obferved, that the crocodile 
has no tongue ; but he has a flefliy fubftance 
refembling one, fixed all along to the lower 
jaw, which may ferve to turn his meat. He haa 
two long teeth at the end of his lower jawj 
anfwering to which are two holes above to re- 
ceive them* The upper jaw is only moveable. 
Thefe animals are very quick lighted * for on 
my making a circuit to come behind them, 1 
always obferved they began to move gently in tc 
the water, as foon as I came in fight of them 
There being a kind of channel in the head be- 
hind each eye, by which the view of object* 
are conveyed to them from behind. The) 
make a hole about two feet deep in the fend, 
above the water, in which they lay their eggs 
and cover them over, often going to the place, 
and taking care of their young, which, when 

taxdifid 



tbnugb EGYPT. 1 1 

hatched, immediately run into the water. They 
lay about fifty eggs, nearly of the fize of thofe of 
a gooie, which are twenty five or thirty days in 
hatching. The people fearch for the eggs with 
an iron pike, in order to deftroy them : but I 
could get no account in Upper Egypt of the 
ichneumon's deftroying them, or of his enter- 
ing by the mouth of the crocodile into his 
bowels, and killing him. When the crocodile 
is on land he is always ieen on the low banks 
of fandy iflands near the water, with his head 
towards^ it, and if he is difturbed, he walks 
flowly in, and difappears by degrees. The 
people fay they cannot take a man fwimming 
in the water ; out if a man or beaft ftands by 
the river, they at once jump out of the water, 
and feize him with their fore paws : but if the 
diftance be too great, they make a fpring, and 
beat down their pray with their tails. The 
mod common way of killing them is, I believe, 
by mooting them in their tellies, where their 
fltin is foft, and not like their back", arme4 
with fcales. The natives fay, that they make 
fome animal cry at a diftance, and when a 
crocodile comes out, they thruft a fpear tat 
which a rope is tied, into his body ; then let- 
ting him retire into the water to fpend him- 
felt, they afterwards drag him out, run a pole 
into his mouth, and leaping upon his back, 
tie bis jaws together. 
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« t1i gn us «n> <^p t^B <0> in* <^9 ™" *D* "" *Q* •O* «m <Q| <^b 

c h a p. x: 

Q/* the Climate, Vegetables, Beajis, Birds and J 
Reptiles of Egypt ; tuitbtbe Cuftonu and Man- * 
tiers of the Inhabitants* 

EGYPT extending on both the banks of 1 
the Nile is but of a fmall breadth, tho' it { 
is 560 miles in length, without reckon- ■ 
ing the windings of the river. The climate is { 
very hot in fummer, from the fandy foil, and ' 
its fituation between two ranges of moun- [ 
tains ; and even in winter the iun ftiines with " 
great heat in the middle of the day, tho' the 
nights and mornings are very cold. The (harp- 
eft time is about the beginning of February. 
Near the fea are fome times great rains from ' 
November to March; but about Cairo? they have 
feldom any rain but in December, January and 
February, and thofe but fmall fhowers for a 
quarter or half an hour. In Upper Egypt they 
have fometimes a little rain ; but I was inform- 
ed that it had been known to rain but twice 
very hard for about half an hour in eight years ; 
though it rained much towards Akmim when I 
was in thofe parts. The weft and the north-* 
weft winds are thofe that bring the rain. The 
fouth-eaft wind is fometimes fo exceffively hof 
as to refcmble the air of an oven ; and people 
sue farced to retire from it into their vaults, 
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where the beft defence again ft it, is to (hut them- 
fclves clofe up. This wind generally begins 
about the middle of March, and continues till 
May. The north, anciently called the Etefean 
wind 9 begins to blow in May, refreihes the 
air, and renders the heats of fummer fupporta- 
ble, bringing with it health and happinefs. 

Egypt naturally produces few vegetables, the 
heat and inundations deftroying moft of the ten- 
der plants ; but where the Nile has overflowed, 
and the land is plowed and fown, it yields a 
great increafe. Egypt* which was formerly the 
granary of the Roman Empire, (till produces 
confiderable quantities of corn, as wheat, rice, 
barley, beans, and other kinds of pulfe ; with 
which the neighbouring countries are fup- 
plied ; befides fugar-canes, of which fome fu- 
garis made ; and likewife figs, dates, melons, 
cucumbers, and other vegetables, which the 
people eat much in the hot weather, as a cool- 
ing food. Upper Egypt fupplies moil part of 
Europe with ienna, and in the fandy grounds 
coloquintida grows wild. But as Egypt has 
no grafs, they fupply its place by fowing the 
land wkh clover, without plowing. 

Egypt feems to have few or no trees that 
have not been tranfplanted from other coun- 
tries. Thofc in the gardens are doubtlefs ex- 
otics, as the caffia, oranges, lemons, apricots, 
pomegranates, a delicate fruit called the mofeh, 
and the cous or cream- tree ; tiie cottaw-vw*. ^« 
k> ftouriihes here. The foUovAw^ \x«* *** 
jho/i common in Egypt : The Count, viVCv^^* 5 
m key or pod, ufed inftead of barV, v& w^ v 
VbL. XUL c 
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of leather ; the tamariflc ; Pharaoh's fig, whi 
is the fycamore of the ancients ; the palm 
date-tree, and another fpecies of the pah 
called the dome- tree. 

There are no great variety of four-foot 
beafts in Egypt. The cows are very large ai 
red, with fhort horns ; the natives make & 
of their oxen to tarn the wheels with which th 
flraw water, and to plow the land. They ha 
alio large buffaloes, which are fo impatient 
heat, that they will ftand in the water, wi 
only their nofes out to breathe ; and when th 
Jiave not this convenience, will lie all day* lii 
iwine, wallowing in mud and water. As 
the beafU of burthen, it has been often obft 
ved how furprizingly the camel is fitted f 
gravelling in hot countries, where they will j 
eight days without water. Of this I have been 
witnefs. They can live on fuch little (hrubs 
thefe defarts produce, without graft, and a 
fyds&ed with very little corn, which travellc 
commonlv carry ground into meal, and ternpe 
ing it with water, cram them with large ball 
They travel about two miles, or two miles ax 
a half in an hour, and I have rode on them ft 
teen hours without flopping. A fmaller foi 
called hayjin, pace and gallop very fwiftly, ai 
it is faid they will carry a perfon a hundn 
miles in a day. The flefliy foot of the cam 
$6 admirably fitted tor travelling on the h 
fands, which would deitroy the hoof. The Ara 
do not kill the camel for food ; but the Tur 
4pat the flefh of the young ones as a mod del 

ca 
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cSite difh : but will not permit it to be eaten 
by Cbriftians* probably that the breed may not 
be deftroyed. 

The horfes, efpecially thofe of Upper Egypt, 
are very fine, but their necks are too fhort. 
They walk well, never trot, and gallop with 
great fpeed, turn fhort, flop in a moment, and 
are extremely tractable: but are only fit to 
walk in travelling, and cannot perform long 
journies. In the heat of fummer, when there 
is no grafs, they are fed with chopped ftraw. 
When they go in procefiion, their trappings are 
exceeding fine, and ornamented with iilver, or 
filver gilt. In Cairo* all but the great ride on 
affes ; thefe are a fine large breed, and there 
are faid to be 40,000 of them in that city. 

Antelopes are common about Alexandria* and 
in other places ; they have longer horns, and 
are more beautiful than in other countries. The 
foxes and hares are of a light colour ; but the 
latter are not very common : the tyger, and the 
Jabber, or hyaena, are very rare; however, there 
are fome near Alexandria. 

Among the winged tribe the oftrich, deferves 
tbe preference. It is called in Arabic Ter 
Gimel, or the camel bird ; becaufe in its head, 
acck, and walk, it refembles a camel. This bird 
it common on the mountains fouth-weft of Alex- 
andria : its fat is fold by the Arabs* and ufed 
at an ointment for all cold tumours, the palfy 
and the rhcumatifm. There is here a kvcvd c& 
hrge domcRic hawk of a brown co\o\uc, w&v ^ 
my Zinc eye: thefe frequent the top cA Wa£e*» 
ml one may fee the pigeons %ud ikefe ^*w> 
C £ toca^vc 
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taken from among them and th 
Thefe are the moft covetous of 1 
defirous of power : they diftin 
from the others by what is fir. 
drefs. 

Many of the children in the 
ked, all the year round, as almo 
in fummer. The moll Ample dr 
bably refembles the primitive ir 
ing, and has fomething like tha 
Egyptians, who were clad in lin 
len garment over it. They v 
with wide ileeves, commonly 
middle. Over this the comm 
a brown woollen fhirt, and thofe 
a long cloth coat, and then a Ion 
in the drefs of ceremony they 
a blue, a white fhirt, which i 
they put on upon feflival da 
great vifits ; in the lower parts 
• ment of the fame form of black 
is fometimes left open before 
rank have them of cloth and f 
them wear under all a pair of 
but do not put the fhirt into th< 

It is almoft a general cuftoi 
Arabs and Mahometans to wear a 
blanket, and in fummer a blu< 
ton fheet: this the Chriftians 
nfe in the country, wrapping it 
dies, over the left moulder, and 
arm, which is left free. I parti 
that about Faiume, young peopl* 
fort wore no other covering. 
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The moft fimple Turki/b drefs is linen draw* 
over which the better fort wear a pair of oth 
of red cloth down to the ankles, to which ; 
fewed ftockings of yellow leather, that cot 
bo higher than the fmall of the leg, and < 
iheir feet they have yellow flippers : the Chri, 
lions of the country, with the Janizaries, th 
drabs and Egyptians wear flippers of red lea 
ther, while thofe of" the Jews are blue. With 
in doors the Turks and Chriftians in the city, 
out or frugality, wear a kind of wooden clogs, 
Jbme of which are made very line. In thefe 
countries peopje are very much diftinguiftied 
by the drefs of their head and their feet ; they 
are fined if they do not follow the cuftom ; and 
none but foreign Chriftians are allowed to wear 
yellow flippers. The other Turkijh garments 
ire a linen or dimity fhirt without fleeves ; a 
bort veil with fleeves, and over that a long 
garment of the fame kind : and in fummer they 
rear the lone garment, and drawers of the 
nefl white caflico. A girdle or fafti goes round 
1 but the two outer garments, and in this they 
ck a knife in a fheath. The drefs for the 
ad is either the turban, which is here a cap, 
th a long piece of white muilin wrapped round 
or a red woollen cap that fits ciofe to the 
d, which is worn by the ordinary people 
>ng the Arabs and Coptis. Green is a colour 
n by none but the relations of Mahomet. 
he drefs of the women is not much unlike 
of the men, only their drawers and moft 
leir other garments are of filk ; all but 
outer drefs are (hotter ttaxi ti& ts&T&*'*s& 



is elteemed a great indecency to f 
face, they generally cover the n 
eye, if not the whole. The ore 
wear a large blue linen or cotten j 
a furplice ; and before their faces 
of bib, joined to their head-dref. 
over the nofc ; the fpace bet wee i 
for the eyes : this gives them a v 
pea ranee. The women among th» 
pecially the blacks, alfo wear rii 
nofes, ornanfented with glafs beads 
large car-rings, three inches in di; 
come round the ear, and are ad 
(tones. They alfo wear flone rin 
fingers ; thofe of the ordinary pe 
lead ; but the better fort have the 
Their bracelets are commonly ol 
bine are of gold finely jointed ; b 
bme of plain iron or brafs. The 
nen paint their lips, and the tie o 
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!Ve j the Egyptians the Arabs, and the Coptis, I have 
e . / ©bferved the latter, after wafhing their hands 
,/• ;' when they have eaten, wipe them with the great 
a i fleeves of their ihirts. Both the Turks and 2?£#- 
._ ; tians are very frugal in their manner of living ; 
t . the latter feldom eat meat, and the tables of 
? j" the great men are of little expence to them, 
\ confidering the number of their attendants, in 
which they are very extravagajit ; for it is com- 
mon for them to have fifty or fixty Haves, and 
a great number of other fervants and depend- 
• ants, the cloathing of their flaves is however a 
great expence, as is alfo their keeping many 
Sorfes, it being common for them to have from 
50 to 200. Thefe are well managed, and do 
not feem to know their own ftrength : they 
feed them with clover wlien it is in feafon, and 
at other times with chopped ftraw ; but they 
give them barley all the year. They walfe 
finely, never trot, but gallop fwiftly, turning 
r fuddtnly, and flopping in a moment when on 
full fpeed* 

None but people of the middle rank refort to 
toffee-houfes : iome of thefe have mufic at cer* 
tain hours of the day ; and in others a man 
tells fome hiftory or a fort of Arabian tale, with 
a very gocd grace. Tradefmen often fend to 
have their provifions brought to coffee-houfes, 
and thofe who have nothing to do pafs whole 
days in them. 

As to the religion of Egypt \ the Coptic is that 
of the native Chriftians of the country. The 
Greeks are very numerous at Cairo and in D(aU 
tnatia ; but there are not many in Rofetta^ AUx- 
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imdria, and the Other parts of Egypt, exc _ 
few merchant* in the principal towns, Th 
are bat very few drmtmam at Omito* 
they have a church in that city. - 

The Cbrifim* religion would be ftill at 
lower ebb, .did not the people find it convea 
ent to have Q^ti Rewards of their eftates* wkfl 
are well acquainted with aU afiurs, and mi 
very expert at keeping aeaotmts, which thtff 
do in a fort of Gyrit diara&ert nnderfloOd bf 
nobody elle. Thefe are the ftroteAors of d* 
Gbriftimu In every village* The Gprir tow 
ever, feem to be the atyft irreverent and cast* 
lcfj in their devotions of all the Eafterns. That! 
fpend the night before SumLy* and Fcffivaw 
in dieir churches, and pais their Hoiydavs ia> 
fautttrtng about ; fitting onder their watts iat 
winter, and under Jhady trees in fummerv 
They feem to think that all religion confifts ia 
repeating their long fcrvioes* and in ftridUy ob- 
ferving their numerous rafts. Both the PriefU 
and people are extremely ignorant : the former, 
perform the fervice ia the Off tic language by 
rote, of which they generally underftand retf 
little ; but they have books of their liturgy, 
with the ArabU interpretation. The Coptu 
are laid to raft feven months in the year. The 
children are efpoufed at feven or eight years, 
of age, and confommate at eleven or twelve^ 
and fome time before that they are circumcif- 
ed. They eafily procure divorces on account 
of adultery, long fickneft, or difagreement 
and at the parties defire, the Patriarch, or 
Bifhop gives them leave to marry again ; bi 

i 
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if this is refufed, they go to the Cadi, who will 
do it readily, and this is pra&ied by the 
Cbriftiatu all over Turfy. The holy oil is con- 
fccrated only once in thirty years by the Patri- 
wch, when a whole day is (pent in performing 
Ike ceremony. At baptifin they plunge the 
child three times into the water, and the Prieft 
then gives it the facrament, that is the wine, 
by dipping the end of his finger in it and put- 
log it to the child's mouth. But if the child 
happens to be tick before it is baptized, it is 
hrought to the church ; (for they cannot bap- 
tise out of it) the infant is laid on a cloth 
aear the font, and the Prieft dipping his hands 
in the water, rubs it all over, if tie child is 
too ill to be brought to church, they then only 
anoint it, which they fay is good baptifm. 
They give abfolution at extreme un&ion, and 
tad alto anoint all the people prefent, that the 
evil fpirit may not enter into them : but their 
confeffions are only general. They ufe the 
Htnrries of St. Bafil, St. Gregory, and St. Cy- 
ril; but the firft being the fhorteft, is oftencft 
read. They adminifter the facrament in both 
kinds on Sundays, Wednefdays, Fridays, on all 
their numerous Holidays, and every day in Lent, 
They abftain from blood and things ftranglcd ; 
pray for the dend, and proflrate themfelves 
Wore pictures ; but have no images except a 
crucifix. 

The Coptis bear an implacable hatred to the 
Grttks, and have generally as little regard for 
tn c Europeans, which in a great meafure pro- 
ce ed» from the endeavours of thofe <tf \fcv* ^*- 



Z4 Dr. PoeccKE T s TRAVELS 
mijh eh arch to make converts of them ; 
jarely diftinguifti between thofe of diJ 
religions, but include all under the na 
Frank** 

As rhc Jtwt were in times of Pegamfm 
of drinking wine offered to idols, they ilil 
here all they drink made up by their own 
pie, fealed up, and lent to them ; this c 
they obferve throughout all the eaft. 
have 36 fynagogues in. CuVe, and one h 
Cairo. There is a particular fe ft among 
v. ho live by themfelves, and have a fepar* 
nagogue. Thefe are the ancient Effknes 
\ have now the name of Char dim ; they ar 

ii tingnifhed by the regard they pay to th 

I books of Mofes, which they ftri&ly obfen 

I cording to the letter, not receiving any w 

I traditions. 

Education in' Egypt confifts in little 
than learning to read and write, vvhicl 
Coptis generally learn, together with I 
keeping ; but few of the Arabs and native 
bometans can read, except thofe bred t< 
law, or fome employ. The Haves have th 
education, for the underftand Arabic and 
ijby and often write both : they are alfc 
fkilled in riding, mooting, and throwing 
dart, which are efteemed great accom 
ments. The Turks in particular are d 
tinctured with the doctrine of predeilim 
which not only infpires them with cou 
but makes them lhew great magna 
ty when thrown from the height of j 
into the moll miferable condition ; indeed 
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behave better in adverfity than in profperitv ; 
though when in high ilation* they affume 
a becoming gravity, and confer a favour with 
a very gracious countenance; but they are 
greedy of money, and nothing is to be done 
with them without a bribe. They fancy that 
the greateft villainies are expiated as foon as 
they nave wafhed their hands and feet. This 
is their preparation for prayer. The outward ap- 
pearance of religion is in fafhion among them ; 
they pray in the moil public places, and when 
on a viiit will call for water, to warn their 
hands and feet, and then perform their devo- 
tions ; and yet their words pafs for nothing, 
either in relations, promifes, or profeflions of 
friendfhip. Opium is not fo much ufed by 
them as formerly, inftead of which they drink 
fpirituous liquors very plentifully at their 
meals. But thefe are chiefly the great men 
and the foldiers ; for drinking ftrong liquors 
would be reckoned Scandalous in people of bu- 
finefs. The Arabs* indeed very rarely drink ; 
and the common people pound the leaves of 
green hemp, make a ball of it, and fwallow it, 
to render them chearful. They have a high 
opinion of the magic art, and think there is 
much virtue in charms and talifmans. 

The poorefl Mahometan thinks himfelf fupe- 
rior to any Cbriftian : yet the Arabs and peo- 
ple of the country, behave with civility, they 
come and fit about you, and grow trouble- 
fome by being too obferving, curious, and in- 
quifitive. The Turks alfo will be very civil, 
cither to get prefcnts, ot to d&rotx'svK. ^fc- 

Vol. XIII. TJ *s»i 
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figQffj in which they are very artful* They 
behave with the g re ate ft decorum and refpeel 
to their fuperiors, and one of great dignity, 
readily holds the ftirrup of another who is iiill 
greater. The way of falutlng as they pafs is 
Sretching out the right hand, bringing it to 
the breart, a little inclining the head, The 
extraordinary fklute is kitting the hand, and 
putting it to the head ; when they vifit a fu- 
perior they kifs his hand ; but if he is greatly 
fuperior, they kifs the hem of his garment* 
When they take any thing from a fuperior, or 
that is Cent by a fuperior, they kifs it, and put 
it to their foreheads, and when they promife to 
ferve or protect you, they put their hands up 
to the turbans, as much as to fay, Be it on our 
heads. 

The entertainments of the Turks and Arabs 
have been often mentioned, and I ihall only 
add here, that an Arab Prince will often dine 
in the flreet before his door and call to all that 
pafs, and even to beggars, crying in the ufual 
manner, In the nam.? of God ; upon which 
they lit down, and when they have done, rc» 
tire, faying, God be praifed. With fuch ge~ 
nerofity and hofpitality they maintain their in- 
tereft ; yet the middling people and the Cop- 
tis live but meanly. 

It has been already obferved, that the Maho- 
metans have an extraordinary veneration for 
ideots, whom they fuppofe to be actuated by a 
divine fpirit, and confider them as a kind of 
Saints ; hence they receive all poffible marks 
ofrefpeft, and are received inXo all h.Qufes> and 
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at all tables. In Cairo they hare a large 
mofqae, with buildings adjoining to it, and 
great revenues for their fupport. As thefe are 
recommended by their want of reafon, fo are 
the dervifes by their want of money ; poverty 
being efteemed by a Turk as a great degree of 
perfection in every one but himfelf. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE following is an abflraft from the 
French edition of the ingenious and 
learned Mr. Robert Wood's pompous work on 
the antiquities of Palmyra. A work which will 
be a lafting proof of the genius and abilities 
of the admirable author, and the two learned 
gentlemen his companions in his travels. What 
an idea mult we form of three men of birth 
and fortune engaging in fo noble a party of 
pleafure, and for the improvment of learning, 
producing works which not only do honour to 
themfelves, but to their country, and to hu- 
man nature ! We have already given an ab- 
ilradl of Mr. Wood's defcription of Balhcc *, 
* See Vol. XII. 

Vox 
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mt neither that nor the prefent performance 
an give the reader a full conception of the 
legant, the entertaining, the pompous works 
rom which they are taken ; adorned w'th a 
r aft number of the moid beautiful plates, from 
rowings taken on the fpot, and enriched with 
very thing that can render them curious and 
affcru&ive. But from fuch works it is impof- 
ible to abridge without giving both inftru&i- 
>a and entertainment. Mr. Wood's is a grand 
nd noble piece ; which is here reprefented in 
liniature ; and in this fmall view, its princi- 
al beauties cannot fail to ftrike the eye and 
eligbt the reader. 
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CHAP. I. 

The Manner in *wbicb theft 7rantih were nttd 
taken. The Autbar with other ingenious and 
learned Gentlcmett fit out from Naples, and after 
*uiftmg the IJlandi of iht Archipelago, land 
at By root, and f ram thence proceed to Palmyra, 
which is defcribed. 

f^^Z^C^K ^ O gentlemen # , fays our author, 
£^ _^ ^ who more than once had been led 
feN $g by curioficy to travel into Italy f 

v. "5^^ W were perfuaded that a voyage pro- 
&. su. p er ]y ma( le to the moil remarkable 
places in antiquity, on the coaft of the Medi- 
terranean, might be of advantage to the pub- 
lic, at the fame time that it would afford 
knowledge and entertainment to themfelves. 
As I had already feen moft of the places they 
propofed to vifit, they did me the honour to 
communicate their defign to me, and I with 
pleafure accepted their invitation to be one of 
fuch an agreeable party. The advantageous 
idea 1 had formed of thefe gentlemen, whom 
I had feveral times met in France and Italy y flat- 
tered me with all the fuccefs that could be 
hoped for from fuch a voyage. Their intimau 
friend/hip, their love of antiquities and the fine 

* Tliefe learned and ingenious gentlemen wen 
Mr, D;r+vkins 9 and Mr. £cwo?eric. 

*t\ 
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arts, and their being accuftomed to travelling, 
were circamftances eflential to our project : 
cnrcmnftances that feldom meet in two perfons, 
who join to a tafte and leifare for fuch re- 
fearches, the neceflary means of making them, 
and who have fufficient health and courage to 
fupport the fatigue of doing it. 

We agreed that we Could not do without a 
fourth perfon who was in Italy, and whofe abi- 
lities were known to us with refpeft to his 
Hull in architecture and drawing. We there- 
fore wrote to him,, and engaged him to be one 
of the party. 

We chofe Rome for the place of our rendez- 
vous ; and there fpent the winter together, em- 
ploying the greateft part of our time in re- 
freming our memories by reading ancient hif- 
tory, and in perfe&ing ourfelves in the geo- 
graphy of the country we proposed to vifit. 

The following fpring we repaired to Naples, 
where we found a veflel we had hired at London, 
furnimed with every thing we had thought 
would be of fervice to us. We had there a 
choice colle&ion of the Ortek poets and hifto- 
rians, books of antiquities, and accounts of 
the beft voyages and travels. There were alfo 
on board fuch mathematical inftruments as we 
might have occafion for, and prefents fit for 
the TitrAs of diftin&ion and others, to whom 
we might be obliged to addrefs ourfelves in th* 
courfe of our travels. 

In this veflel we fet fail, and vifi ted moft of 
Of the iflands of the Archipelago, a part of 
Greece in Europe, the European Mt4 Jljwlu^tt&& 
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of the Heikfpantj the Propvntis and the Rofpho- 
rus as far as the Black $£&. We penetrated 
into Afia Minor* Syria, Phoenicia^ Palefiim and 
Egypt j and viiited the moft remarkable plao 
in each. 

The different countries through which we 
pa/Ted are known to abound in things of vari- 
ous kinds that merit the attention of the curi- 
ous traveller ; however, it was lefs the prefem 
than the ancient ftate of thefe countries thai 
attracted our regard ; though each of us waj 
able to gratify his peculiar tafte. It is impof- 
fible to confider with indifference the countries 
where polite literature and the arts had their 
birth ; where the Captains, the Orators, th« 
Philofophers, the Poets and the Artiils hav< 
fo bravely and fo happily, fullered their geniu 
to foar, and done honour to human nature* 

Circum fiances of climate and fituarion, 
otherwife trivial, become interefting from their 
connexion with the great men who have cele-* 
brated them, and with the illuftrious actions, 
which hiftory and poetry reprefent as being 
there performed. The life of Miltiades or Le- 
onidas can no where be read with fuch pleafure 
as in the plains of Marathon, or at the ftreights 
of Thermopylee : the Iliad has new beauties on 
the banks of the Scamander; and the Ody/Tea 
has frefh charms in the country where JJlyJfes 
travelled, and Ho>ner fung. 

No part of a tour through the eaft is fo dif- 
ficult as a journey to Pahnyra : for it is ne- 
ceffary to go far from the common road, and 
where the Grand Signior's protection can be of 
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' *0 fcrvice. Aleppo and Dama/cus Teemed to be 
the places where we might bell provide for 
Qar convenience and fafety in this enterprize ; 
but having endeavoured in vain to make the 
firft of thefe cities, we anchored at Byroci on 
the coaft of Syria, and crofted over mount Li- 
banus, in order to go to Dama/cus. 

The Bafla of that city declared that he could 
not promife us, that either his nam- 1 or his 
power would be of any fervice to us at the 
place to which we were going. From what he 
aid, and from all that we ecu Id learn from 
rthers, we found that we mult be obliged to 
50 to Haffia, a village four days journey to 
he north of Dama/cus, and the refidencc of an 
\ga, whofe jurifdiclion extends to Palmyra. 
rhis little village is in the great road by which 
he caravan of Dama/cus partes to Aleppo ; it is 
ituated near Anti-Libanus, at a few hours dif- 
ance from the river Orontes. The Aga re- 
:eive4 ns with the hofpitality fo common in 
his country among the people of all ranks ; 
ind though extremely furprized at our curio - 
ity, he gave us, as well as he was able, the 
leceuary inftruftions for gratifying it. 

We left Hajfia on the 10th of March, 17c!* 
vith an efcort of the bed Arab horfemen be- 
onging to the Aga, armed with guns and long 
)ikes ; and having crofled a barren plain which 
carcely produces vegetables fufficient to feed 
the antilopes we faw there, we arrived at Su- 
toa 9 . This is a fmall village inhabited by Ma- 
onit< Chriftians : the houfes are built of bricks 
Iried in the fun; and the inhabitant* cukvtate. 
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as much land around the village as is fear 
fuiEciem for their fubfiftance j they alio ma 
tolerable good wine* We bought feme mar 
fcript* of their Prieft, and after dinner c< 
tinucd our journey to the fouth-etft through i 
fame fort of country, and in three hours rm 
arrived at H&watem where we took up c 
lodging. 

flovvateitt has the fame appearance of j 
verty as Sta/ttJ; but we found fome ruins the 
that are a proof of its being once a more « 
fid erable place, A fquare tower with proje 
ing battlements feems to have been built th: 
or four hundred years ago, and two churcl 
in ruins maybe of the fame age : in thefe buiJ 
ings there are materials that are much more i 
cient ; but employed without judgment. \ 
obferved in the walls fome Corinthian capita 
and many Attic bafes of white marble. Th 
fragments of antiquity, and fome others 
found fcattered about, have belonged to woj 
c reded with more expence than tafte. We h 
obferved a neighbouring village entirely abar 
oned by its inhabitants ; which frequently ha 
pens in this country ; for when the produce 
the earth is not anfwerable to the cultivatic 
the inhabitants often quit their habitations 
avoid oppreffion. 

The next day we left Howareen, and co 
tinuing to travel in the fame direction, in thr 
hours reached Carieteen ; a village a little larg 
than the laft ; that has alfo fome fragmer 
of marble which belonged to ancient edifice 
as the /hafts of columns, Come Corinthit 

capita 
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capitals, a Doric bafe, and two imperfect G/w£ 
tnicriptions. We thought proper to flay here the 
remainder of the day, as well to wait for the reft 
of the efcort the Aga had ordered to accompany 
ns, as to prepare our retinue and our cattle, for 
the fatigue thev were to fufFer during the reft of 
4>nr journey: for though we could not perform 
it in left than twenty-four hours ; we were 
obliged to travel fo long without repofe, there 
being no water in that part of the defart. 

We left Carieteen on the 1 3th at ten in the 
morning, which was much too late ; but our 
company became more difficult to govern in 
proportion as they became more numerous. 
This bad conduct occa/ioned our being expofed 
to the heat of two days, before our beafts could 
obtain either reft or water ; and though it was 
at the beginning of the feafon, the fand reflec- 
ted the heat of the fun with great violence, 
while we had neither the flighteft breeze to re- 
ireih us, nor the leaft (bade to fhelter us from 
its .beams. 

.Our company was then much er.creafed, by 
its being joined by fome merchants, fo that it 
confided of about 200 perfons, and nearly 
the fame number of beafts of burthen, which 
formed a grotefque mixture of horfes, camels, 
mules and aftes. Our guide told us, that we 
were in the moft dangerous part of our jour- 
aey, and defired us to fubmit entirely to his 
orders, which were, that the domeftics mould 
keep with the baggage, immediately behind 
our guard of Arabs, from which was frequently 
difpatcbcd on% two, or moxtYurcfacrcfe <s^ ^ 
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ger, or whether it did not proc 
tentatious fhew of vigilence, 1 
ceive an high opinion of their i 
The road here from Cariet 
was north and by eaft, througl 
plain about ten miles broad, b 
right and left by a chain of 
tains, that feemed to join withi 
Palmyra, Jn all this courfe th< 
tree nor a drop of water : but 1 
attention from the fatigue we 
Arab horfemen diverted us from 
by engaging in mock lights. It 
to fee with what firmneis they k 
dies, and the dexterity with wl 
nage their horfes. At night th 
in a circle, to drink coffee and fi 
this* was their greatell regale, 
while one of the company divert* 
fmging a fong, or relating a pie 
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fending, and that is not covered with (and. 
At midnight we ilopt two hours to take fome 
repoie* and on the 14th at noon arrived at 
the end of the plain, where the mountains to 
the right and left appear to meet. Between 
jthefe mountains is a valley, where are dill feen 
the ruins of an aqueduft, that formerly con- 
veyed water to Palmyra. 

On each fide «f this valley are many fquare 
towers of a confiderable height ; and on ap- 
proaching them we found that they were the 
ancient (epulchres of the inhabitants of Palmy- 
ra. Scarce had we palled thefe venerable mo* 
numents, when the mountains opening on each 
fide, wc fuddenly difcoyered the greateft quan- 
tity of ruins, all of white marble, we had ever 
feen ; and behind thofe ruins, towards the Eu- 
phrates, a level country extending as far as the 
■'c could reach, without the leaft animated ob- 
:&• It is almoft impoffible to imagine any 
thine more aftonifhing than this view. No 
proiped can be conceived more {hiking and ro- 
mantic, than fuch a vail multitude of Corin* 
tbian columns, with few intervening walls and 
folid buildings. 

But to be more particular : * on the left hand 
you behold a wall which belonged to the court 
of the temple of the fun, and tho' part is broken 
down, it is of a confiderable length. A row 

# This defcription is taken from three large 
fheet plates, which added together afford a nobler 
view of thefe magnificent remains of antiquity) as 
they thus fuddenly appear, than any words can 
poffibly give. 

Vol. XIIL E <3t 
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part or the wall which is flii 
ruins of the temple itfclf. . 
flood the portico, is a fqu: 
built by the Turks. Before tl 
inclofures of corn and olive 
the Arabs, and feparated by i 
on all fides lie around them m 
Before the. Turkijb tower is 
large column (landing on it 
greateft part, with its capital . 
has fallen down. The Hones 
it mew that there was a grar 
place. The diameter of this c< 
bafe is five feet and a half. A li 
of the tower, tho* at a greater « 
ruins of a Turkijb mofque wit 
and before it is a grand colon: 
a great height, and is of the f 
as that which is broken down. 
to the right is a noble arch- 
rjchl" /*- — 
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> the right i6 another temple, with its 
feen thro' the intercolumniation. Still 
• the right is a range of columns that 
» hare Belonged to a portico. At ibme 
tearer feem to be the ruins of a Cbrif> 
•ch, and Hill nearer, and farther to 
, are four lofty columns with their 
itablature, the only remains of forae 
ifice. A little to the right of thefe; 
greater diflance, are a number of co- 
uch ftill fupport a confiderable part of 
ablature, and are fo difpqfed, that 
nble the periftyle of a fmall temple* \ 
een wholly deftroyed; and nearer ftili,' 
to the right, is an elegant maufoteunu 
i thefe we fee a vail number of icatr 
umns covering the plain* fome with, 
without their entablatures, while the 
s on all fides covered with broken 
capitals, rich entablatures, and (tones 
rious magnitude. Towards the right 
t profpect is terminated by a range of 
mountains, on one 6f which are the 
a Twkijk fortification, and on another 
e. 

were the amazing ruins which fudden- 
our fight, and appeared at one. view 
:ant profpecl. After having confider- 
for fome time, we were conducted to a 
igine to the Arabs, of which thefe are 
irty in the court of the great temple, 
nificence of that edifice, and the mean* 
our habitation) formed acAtftn&tart- 
:*ttoniMnz. 

8 E » t* 
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The inhabitants both men and women a 
well ihaped ; the complexions of the latti 
are fwarthy, bat their features good : they we 
veiled, but they were not fa Icrupulous aboi 
fhewing their faces, as the women of the Eaft g 
ncrally are. They hang rings of either gold i 
brafs in their ears and nofes ; they colour the 
lips blue, their eyes and eye-brows black, as 
the tips of their fingers red. Both fexes af 
pear to be very healthy, being almoft firangej 
to difeafes* It feldom rains there except at xk 
time of the equinoxes, and we enjoyed a feren 
fky all the while we Ilaid, but one afternooi 
when we had a little fhower preceded by 
whirlwind, which raifed fuch a quantity of fan 
as entirely darkened the air, and gave us a 
idea of the terrible ftorms that are fometirae 
fatal to whole caravans. We continued . ther 
fifteen days, during which the Arab inhabi 
tants fupplied us pretty well with mutton an 
goats-flem ; but had we flaid much longer 
they would have been unable to furnifh us wit 
provisions. 



CHAP. II. 

X)fthe Country about Palmyra. Refearcbes into tl 
Origin of that City, and its prefent Ruins* 

AS we found it would be troublefome ti 
carry a quadrant fo far by land, thjj 
prevented our taking the latitude of the city 
bat according to Ptolemy it is in 34 latituae 
and is fix days journey from jHejfo, a& ir* nl 
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mDamafcus by the fafeft road, and about 
leagues to the eaft of the Euphrates. Some 
ographers place it in Syria, others in Arabia, 
d others in Phoenicia. The city walls were 
nked with fquare towers, but in many parts 
;y are intirely levelled, and cannot now be 
tinguifhed from the other ruins ; particularly 
ne of them can be perceived to the fouth-eaft ; 
wever, from what we discovered, there is 
eat reafon to believe that they inclofed the 
eat temple ; and therefore mull have been at 
iffc three miles in compafs. » 

The Arabs fhewed us by the prefent ruins a 
i£t of land that may be about ten miles in 
cumference, and is a little raifed above the 
srel of the defart, observing that this was the 
tent of the ancient city, and that ruins were 
(covered there by digging. Indeed there 
sms better reafons in favour of this opinion, 
an their authority. A circuit of three miles 
as very little for Palmyra in its profperity ; 
pecially if we confider that the greateft pare 
• that (pace is filled by public edifices, which 
om their extraordinary magnificence, and the 
•eat number of fuperb fepmchres, are evident 
roofs of the grandeur of the city. From 
lence it may be concluded, that the walls al«» 
:ady mentioned inclofed only that part of the 
ty, which contained the public edifices in its 
toft flourishing Hate ; and that after it was ruin- 
1, its Situation rendering it the mod proper 
lace for patting a flop to the incuriions of the 
aracens, Juftinian fortified it, as we learn Swca. 
% rofc^us 9 and. very probably cqt&r&£^ ^ 
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being of a convenient form, i 
them into towers ; and as there i 
the wall was built after the fepi 
jufily be concluded that they wc 
the abolition of the pagan relig 
4ud Roaums having too great a 
their fepulcferes to apply them to 
and it was contrary to the tnoft 
.both, to. bury the dead within 
city. 

It has been obferved, that on 
of the higheft of theie jnounta 
•The afcent to it it extremely difl 
ged. It is fgrfounded by a dee] 
•the rock j or rather they have ta 
from it as from a quarry. As th 
u broken, we mud a good de 
in paffing it* This ctftle is howe 
that it is evident, it was erected 
the time of Juftinian* to whom it 
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two rivers, that are entirely negle&ed. Th» 
water of both is hot and mixed with fulphur j 
bat die inhabitants efteem it wholefbme and 
Agreeable. The moil confiderable of theic 
flreams rifes to the weft, at the foot of the 
mountains, in a fine grotto, almoft high enough 
in the middle for a man to (land upright in it* 
The whole bottom is a bafon of clear water, 
about two feet deep ; and the heat being thus 
concentered renders it an excellent bath, for 
which purpofe it is ufed by the Arabs: from it 
runs a pretty rapid current above three feet 
broad and one foot deep. This water is for 
ibme {pace confined within a paved channel for* 
merry made for it ; but after a ftiort courfe, 
it is imbibed by the fand to the eaft of the rains. 
An inscription upon an altar near it; dedicated 
to Jupiter, informs us, that it was called Epbea* 
and that the care of it was intruded to perfons 
elected to that office. 

The other ftream, the fource of which we 
could not difcover, contains near the fame 
quantity of water, and after running for fome 
tune through the ruins, in an antient fubterra- 
nean aquedud, joins the firit* and is loft with 
it in the fands. The Arabs fpeak of a third 
ftream that has been for fome time loft among 
the ruins. Some have been much embarrafled 
to account for the lofs of a river mentioned by 
Ptolemy, and therefore attribute it to an earth- 
quake : however, with refpedt to thofe of Pal- 
myra, no other change feems to have happened, 
than what is the efFeS of negligence ; but if thete 
currents are thought too uv^otAv^^fc v* ^ 
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to the city, and was folidly built 
at proper diftances, to keep it 
obferves, that Jufiiman convey* 
myta, for the ufe of the garrifoi 
bat we imagine that for this pur 
the aquedutt, which appears to I 
more ancient, and built at an iai 
Palmyra in its profperity certain] 
to procure fucn a convenience, i 
more than one part of this aqu 
obferved infcriptions in Palmy? 
which are now not legible ; bi 
none in any other language. 

Three or four miles to the fox 
ruins in the deftrt, is the Valley 
David orobably finote the Syrian, 
13. and Which ftill fupplies Da 
neighbouring towns with great 
that commodity, the earth bein 
with it to a confiderable denth 
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tatural to enquire, how a fpot like this, di- 
3d from the reft of the world by an inhofpi- 
e defart, came to be chofen for its fituation ; 
> was its founder, and from what quarter it 
n the riches neceflary to its fupport ? But it 
smarkable that hiftory fcarcely makes any 
ition of Balbec and Palmyra, and we have 
e knowledge of them but what is Supplied 
nfcriptions. Is not even this filence of hi- 
y inftru&ive ? Does it not inform us, that 
re are periods in hiftory that are entirely 
sealed from us ? 

y the natural and ordinary courfe, the me- 
y of cities is preferved longer than their ra- 
it is only from hiftory that we have any 
wledgc of Troy, Babylon, and Memphis: there 
3 not at preient remain a (ingle (lone of thefe 
:s, to (hew where they were fituated : but 
\ are two examples of confiderable cities that 
5 fubfifted longer than any other known to 
and yet it is rather what we fee, than 
t we read, that excites our curiofity con- 
ing them ; and the remains of fialbec and 
mjpra dill fubfift, to relate, if we may ufe 
expreflion, their own hiftory. Can the loft 
KK>ks be die caufe, or did the ancients fet 
value on thefe edifices, than we do at pre- 
? If this laft be the cafe, their filence with 
eel to Balbec will juftify what they advance 
it Babylon ; and their not mentioning Pal- 
1 be a kind of proof of the magnificence 
trace and JB&ft, on which they nave be- 
e4 fach encomiums. 
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ble a&ion. But the Arabian 1 

fubjeft appear fo extremely fa 

travagant as to be unworthy o; 

The Old Testament informs u 

creded a city in the wilderaefs 

Tedmor \ and we are told byji 

Greeks and Romans afterwards gs 

of Palmyra, but that its firft nai 

by the Syrians 5 and this is co 

Term, who fays that Tedmor an 

the Syrian and Greek names of 1 

even at prefent the Arabs of tl 

call it Tedmor. They pretend t 

ivere the work of Solomon, and 

things fhew the feraglio of tl 

baram, and the tomb of one o 

concubines. " Solomon, the fon 
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Ices in the elegant ftyle of thofe of Palmyra 
e prior to the eftablifhment of the Greek in 
\a ; and taking this for granted, we fhall not 
furprized that Xemphon takes no notice of 
\ city in his retreat of Cyrus the Younger, 
ugh he is very exa& in defcribing the dc- 
: : nor fhall we wonder at its not being men- 
led in the hiftory of Alexander the Great \ 
a might have reaped great advantages from 
fituation of that city, when he crofled this 
lit. No mention is made of it even when 
»pfy reduced Syria to a Roman province ; tho 9 
hat time a tafte for the polite arts began 
prevail, and architecture, painting, and 
tpture, were efteemed not unworthy of the 
mtion of a Roman General. One would have 
igined that Palmyra would not have efcaped 
avidity and avarice of the Romans ; and yet 
do not find that their hiftory makes any 
ation of that city before the time of Mar A 
tony, who would have plundered it, had not 
inhabitants fecured themfelves by tranfport- 
their moil valuable effe&s beyond the Eur 
ates, and defended the pafTage of that river 
their archers. At that time the inhabit 
ts of Palmyra were merchants, and fold to 
Romans the merchandizes of India and Ara- 
. We may conclude that they were a rich 
i free people : but how long they had en- 
ed thefe advantages is uncertain. Their 
ties and trade were probably of fome ftand- 
\ ; for it appears from infcriptions, that in 
Mhan forty years after, their expences and 
£r luxuries were escefjive. 
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At length, when the affairs of the Rematt, 
l he Eail were in a deplorable fituarion, Qdt 
thus of Palmyra took fnch advantage of 
fituation of his country between the two gj 
rival Empires of Rem and Perfta, that he r 
dered himfelf mailer of the balance of pow 
and declared for the one or the other, ac co 
ing as the face of aitairs changed, and his 
tercit required. He entered into an allta 
with the Emperor G&llitnus t collected the p 
remains of the Raman army, and by his vale 
aftivity, and remarkable patience in endur 
fatigue, vanquifhed Sapor King of Perfia in 
\eral engagements, advancing with his vtt 
rid us troops as far as Ctefiph&nj the capital 
his Empire. On his return from this expe 
tion, withjhe greateft applaufe, and with a 
fiderable treafures, Gallienus declared him j 
guftus, and his afTociate in the government 
the Empire. Odenatkus afterwards defea 
Balifia, who afpired to the Empire, and 
length drove out the Goths, who had comm 
ted the greateft ravages. This was his laft < 
ploit, and it is thought that in this expediti 
he was treacheroufly murdered by his kinfm 
Mteonius ; his fon Herodes foon after fuffered t 
fame fate. Meeonius was then faluted Emj 
ror, but in a fhort time after was cut to pie< 
by his own foldiers. 

Odenathus left behind him his wife Que 
Zenobia and two fons he had by her, w 
boailed her being defcended from Pto/omy, a 
reckoned Cleopatra among her anceftors. S 
had many great and amiable qualities. Af 
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Jhe death of Odenathus, me aflumed the reins 
>f government,/ in the name of her children > 
md renouncing the alliance with Rome, at- 
tacked and entirely defeated Heraclianus, the 
Raman General. This vi&ory left her in the 
pofleffion of Syria and Mefopotatnia. She then 
by means of Zabdas, one of her Generals, con- 
quered Egypu and afterwards added to her 
dominions the greateft part of Afia Minor. 
How ftrange, how unaccountable are the vl- 
ciffitudes of fortune ! A fmall territory in the 
midft of a de&rt extends its conquefts over ma- 
ny rich countries I The powerful kingdoms of 
the Ptolemies, and the Seleucida, form a part 
of the dominions of a {ingle city, whofe name 
i» fought for in vain in their hiitory ; and Ze- 
tiobia, furrounded by the barren fands of Pal- 
wryra* includes Egypt within her dominions to 
the iouth, and extends them to the north as far 
as the Black Sea ana* the Bofphorus. But the 
reign of this Empire was of very fhort conti- 
nuance; the Emperor Aurelian a few years after 
recovered the eailern provinces, and forced 
TLenobia to fhelter hcrfelf within the walls of 
Palmyra* He laid fiege to that city, the Queen 
rejected all negotiations with contempt ; but 
after a brave defence, fhe refolved in perfon to 
fblicit the affiilance of the Perjians; fhe fet 
out on a dromedary ; but was taken prifoner 
as fhe was about tocrofs^the Euphrates, by a 
party of horfe fent after her by Aurelian. The 
inhabitants of Palmyra now furrendered to the 
Emperor's mercy ; on which he fpared their 
lives, and marched to £mi/Tam0b7«en&Vian^&- 
Yol.XIU. B vJv*S 



glory, by parchafing a di 
' theexpence of her friend 

betrayed : (he mentioned i 
|j. her advifers; on which A 

U\ elty and injuftice to facri 

[(■i ifentment, while me was n 

\\\ triumph. .Among thofc w 

i ' \ ginus 9 who wrote upon the 

■■ | dictated a haughty letter hi 

\\ to the Emperor; but th 

; | with which he fubmitted to 

his bravery was equal to h 
The misfortunes of Pal 
ended : when a free people 
of glory fuddenly reduced i 
nerally take fome defperate 
deliverance. The Palmjren 
garrifon, and Aurelian hear 
was returning to Rome, fpe 
and taking the city deftroye< 
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1800 pounds weight of filver, which belonged 
to the people, beiides the crown jewels. 

Palmyra having thus loft its liberty, conti- 
nued fubjed to a Roman Governor ; and from 
the only Latin infcription now found there, we 
pre informed that Hierocles was for the fifth 
time Prefident of the province, when Diode- 
fan ere&ed fbme magnificent buildings there. 
Ja the year of Ckrift 400, the firft lUyrian le- 
gion was quartered at Palmyra ; but Procopius 
fives us reafon to think that the city was fo 
ttle regarded as to be fometimes without a 
toman garrifon : for he fays that Jvfiinian re- 
paired and fupplied it with water, after its 
Laving been for fome time almofl defer ted. 
!This is the lafl time that Palmyrah mentioned 
in the Roman hiftory. The civil revolutions of 
iris city afford a proof that Chriftianity could 
dot be long eflablifhed there, fo that it is not 
rorprizing that ecclefiaftical hiftory furnifhes 
nothing worth the pains of repeating ; and 
there is no means of knowing what has hap- 

Eed to it, fince the deftrucuon of the eaftern 
pire by the Mahometans. 
Among the feveral infcriptions found there, 
gone are more ancient than the birth of Chrift, 
and none fo late as the deftrudtion of the city 
by AureUan, except the Latin infcription which 
makes mention of Dioclefian. The sera of thefe 
nfcriptions Is that of the Seleucidte. Some of 
tneto are found in the Palmyrene, and others in 
Qreei characters. Two of the maufoleums, which 
fare almofl entire, have on their fronts infcripti- 
feos that are very legible ; one of &em\x&arcK% 
Fa \» 
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us thatJamMrchiu, the Ton of Mo€imtti f cauftd 
that monument to be built, to ferve as a ft- 
pulchre for him and his family, In the yen 
314, which anfwers to the third year of tf* 
Chrifiian a;ra ; and the other, that Elabclm M* 
naius caufed it to be cre&ed in the year ^1^ 
the 103d year of the Chriftizm sera. The or- 
naments of thefe two maufoleums are m uch in 
the fame tafte ; but the I a (I is the molt elegant^ 
and finiibed with the greateft care : thougi 
both are (6 much in the tafte and the manna 
of the other public edifices in general, that ura 
may reafonably fuppofe them not to be thf 
works of very different ages. 



CHAP- 
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* CHAP. III. 

f Author and his Companions have Palmyra : 
he Particulars of their Journey from that City 
Balbec. The Behaviour of Emir-Hatiein 
Governor of that City. Reflexions on the Hofpi- 
l ality and Avarice of the People of the Eaft. 
Wtthfome Obfervations on the Origin of that 
Species of Idolatry which prevailed in tbefe 
Cities # . " * 

» 

\ EFORE we had compleated our bufinefs 
) at Palmyra, our Arabian efcort began to 
>w impatient and to folicit our departure ; 
edging that our iafety in returning was much 
re precarious than in our journey thither, as 
y had then only accidental dangers to ap- 
pend, while they were now to provide 
linft a premeditated furprize from the King 
the Bedouins or wandering Arabs, who, on 
having intelligence of us, might think us a 
ze worth looking after. We had likewife 
• own reafons for more than ordinary foli- 
lde ; for we were much more anxious about 
ferving the treafure we brought from Pal- 
'a, than that which we carried thither. By 
ir advice we concealed both our intended 

' This chapter \s extra&ed from the fame au- 
r'e admirable work on the antiquities of BaU 
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road back, and the time we propofed to fet out, 
and on the 27th of March left Palmyra-, where 
its few mifcrable inhabitants exprefled the tit- 
nioil aftoniftiment, at a vifjt, the reafon of 
which they could not comprehend. 

We returned as far as Sudud, by the fame 
tire feme road through the defart, which we 
have already defcribed, in our journey to Pai- 
myra. But before we arrived at Carietnu we 
discovered at a distance a party of Arabia* 
horfemen, to which, had they beenfuperior ia 
number, we mnft have fallen an eafy prey, in 
the languid ftate to which both our men and 
horfes were reduced, after a march of about 
twenty hours over the burning fands ; but on 
our nearer approach they retired with preci- 
pitation, abandoning fome cattle, which were 
feized by our friends, as a matter of courfe, 
laughing at our remonflrances againft their 
injuflice. 

Being arrived at Sudud 1 , we left our former 
road on the right hand, and in five hours more, 
proceeding Hill through the fame defart, reach- 
ed Cara, where we took leave of the greateft part 
of our caravan. The manufcripts and marbles 
we had collected, we fent on camels to our fhip 
at Tripoly ; the merchants who had joined us for 
protection, returned to Damafcus with the fait 
they went to gather at Palmyra ; and our A- 
rabia?i horfemen, who were now no longer of 
ufe, having demanded a certificate of their fi- 
delity and vigilance, which they j-uftly de- 
fervt\], returned 10 their matter, the Aga of 
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We had pafied through Car a before in go- 
lag from Damafcus to Hajfia; from the laft it is 
about fix hours diftant, and is under the go- 
vernment of the fame Aga. This village is 
pkafantly fituated in the great caravan road 
from Damafcus to Aleppo, and* we were inform- 
ed, contains near a thousand fouls, amongft 
whom are about twenty Chriftian families. 
There is one ruined church to be feen there, 
and another converted into a mofque : upon 
the wall of the latter is a line of Greek capitals 
in a bad character, turned upfide down, in 
which we could read the words Atbanafios Epi- 
fctpes* The common. mud formed into the 
fhape of bricks and dried in the fun, of which 
the hosies are built, has at fome diftance the 
appearance of white ftone. The fhort dura* 
toon of fuch materials is not the only objection 
to them, for they render the ftreets dully when 
there is wind; and dirty when there is rain : 
inconveniencies that are alfo felt at Dama/cus 
it&lf, which is moftly built in the fame man- 
ner. 

After fufferine almoft a month's conftant fa- 
tigue in the defart, particularly at Palmyra, 
where every hour was precious, we here in* 
dnlged ourfelves with a day of reft, and by this 
mort interval of fecurity and repofe, prepared 
ourfelves for new fatigues* 

We then fet out, and arrived at Er/ale in 
feven hours, proceeding the greateft part of 
the way acrofs ihe barren ridge of hills called 
Anti-Libanus. This village, which coniifts of 
thirty poor houfts, was the oaty «A^t \aSfe&. 



open rebellion, ravaging the coi 
party of his defperate followers ; 
that when we pa/Ted through Et 
encamped in its neighbourhood, < 
inhabitants chofe to abandon theij 
rather than exnofe themfelves to 
ciful contribations as he had rail 

Impatient to leave a place of : 
we fet out early the next morning 
hours and a half arrived at Balbec. 
which waa formerly under the go' 
Dmmfius 9 and fome years fince t 
of a Bafla, is at prefent command 
fim of no higher rank than that < 
preferring the more honourable t 
which he had by his birth, to tha 
tion, was called Emir Haffein : fo 
have hereditary nobility and family 
contrary to the policy of the Por 
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4xry fervice, and farmed by him. Thofe lands, 
we were told, were much more profitable to 
lum> than to the perfons for whofe benefit the 
grant was originally intended, on account of 
the difficulty and danger of any man's pre- 
tending to the fame farm againft fo powerful 
a competitor. He ought alfo to have paid 
lometbing to the BaiTa of Damafcus, for lands 
lie held under him ; but he had for fome time 
evaded it, being fkreened by the Kiflar Aga, 
cr the Black Eunuch, who has the care of the 
Grand Signior's women, to whom he was faid 
to be under private contribution. 

We took our lodgings of a Greek to whom 
we were recommended, and then waited op the 
Emir, whom we found in a chiofque in his gar* 
tlen, reclined on a fopha near a fountain, and 
indolently enjoying his pipe. On our preferr- 
ing him with our firman from the Grand Sig- 
uier, and a letter from the Bafla of Tripofy % we 
>vere moft courteously received. A pipe, cof- 
fee, fwtetmeats and perfume, were, according 
to cuftom, fucceffively prefented. He applied 
the firman refpe&fully to his forehead, then 
Iriffed it, and declared himfelf the Sultan's 
Have's flave : told us that the land he com- 
manded, and all in it was ours ; that we were 
his welcome guefts as long as we wouid flay, 
and onderhis friendly protection might fecure- 
\y purfue our bufinefs. 

In no inftance do the oriental manners fhew 
thefe people in Co amiable a light, as in their 
tlifcharge of the duties of hofpitality : the fe- 
veritie* of eaftern defpotffm have indeed beeit 




5 S J Journey to PALMYRA. 

always foftened by [his virtue, which fo ] 
f Uy riourimes mod, where it is moil wan 
r l he great forget the infolencc of power to 
ii. ranger unds r their roof 5 and only prefer 
dignity fo tempered by humanity, that h & 
commands that grateful refpe£fc, which is ot 
wife fcarce known in a country where infci 
are often er taught to fear than to love* 

Notwithstanding the Emir's obliging j 
fefllons, we had been advifed to diitxuil h 
for he had an infamous character, and we 
fuon reafon to fee the juftkc of this friei 
caution. Though, according to the cuiior 
the country, we had fent our prefents, yet 
demand*: were daily made, which we for f 
time thought it advifeable to fatisfy ; but i 
were (b frequently, and at length fo infole 
repeated, that we were obliged to give a 
remptory refufal. 

Avarice is as much an eaflern vice, as ho 
tality is an eaflern virtue. The moll fordid 
fiances of the former we found among 
great, and thofe in public employments, w 
we experienced extraordinary inflances of 
nerofity in private life. We would there 
be cautious of charging to the character c 
people, what this government feems to requ 
For amidll the uninterrupted feries of fhamc 
venality, which regulates the difcharge of e\ 
public duty, from the Prime Vizier do< 
wards, and which, in the true fpirit of dei 
tifm, flops only at the wretch who is too 
to make reprisals, every fubaltern in po 
mull fubmit te that portion of the comi 
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imitation which belongs to his rank, and 
ich therefore feems rather the vice of the 
ce than of the man. 

The frequent negotiations produced by this 
trrel, in which the Emir in vain exerted 
his art and villainy, ended in his openly de- 
ring, that we mould be attacked and cut to 
ces in our way from Bailee; but on his 
iring that thefe menaces had not the effect 
expedled, and that we were preparing to fet 
: with about twenty armed fervants, he ci- 
ly fent to defire that we might interchange 
fents and part friends, requeuing that we 
uld allow his people to guard us as far as 
iint Libanus, To this we agreed. Soon af- 
he was aflafiinated by an emiflary of his re- 
lious brother/ who fucceeded him in the 
rernment. 

Thus far we have followed our ingenious 
hor. Of the ruins of Baliec we have al- 
dy given a defcription in Vol. XI. and ihall 
y add here, as a fupplement to all that has 
in (add of the temples of Egypt* Balbec, and 
Imyra* fome curious remarks from the fame 
fterly pen, on the nature of the idolatry 
ich prevailed in the two laft-mentioned ci* 
>, as arifing from the fituation of the coun- 
, the afpe& of the heavens and the earth, 
1 the manner in which the inhabitants have 
/ays lived. 

[t is certain that the ftrufture of the tem- 
s of Palmyra and Balbec differs in fome par- 
ulars from that of all others we have fewv^ 
i we imagined we could &\fco\sx va. \Bfcs^ 
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of the deviations from the true ot 
fhip, fomething in the climate, f< 
don of each country, which had a 
influence in eftabliihing its partic 
fuperftition* 

If this obfervation be applied to 
and religion of Syria, and we exan 
/hip of the fun, moon and ftars, ca 
tore Baal, Aftaroth and the Heft 3 
fhall perhaps not only fee how t 
perfHtion, which mifled the inhabi 
vel country, was naturally produ< 
may objerve fomething of its ori$> 
grefs refulting from a connect 
thofe objects of worfliip confidere 
and their chara&ers as divinities 
magnificence with which the fun 
ped in Syria and Cbaldea % the na 
which in the eaftern language fi 
and the human vlftims facrificed t 
feem to point out an awful rcver 
ther to his power than his bei 
country where the violence of hi* 
only in many refpe&s trouble form 
bitants, but deftru&ive to vegetat 
other hand, the deification of the 
of the firmament feems to have 
from different principles, in whirt 
to have been more predominant 1 
The extenfive plains and uncl< 
only point this out ; but it appear 
habitants way of life, which is t 
their foil or their climate, has o 
{/irt& {heir attention 10 xtafe te? 
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It was always a cuflom with them to pafs the 
funnier nights on the tops of their houfes, 
which for this purpofe were made fiat, and 
divided from each other by walls. This way 
of deeping we found extremely agreeable, as 
we by that means enjoyed the cool air above 
the reach of gnats and vapours, with no other 
covering but the canopy of heaven, which in 
Afferent pleating forms unavoidably prefents 
itfelf, upon every interruption of reft, when 
I the mind is ftrongly diipofed to contemplation 
by folitude and iilence. 

We could no where difcover more beauties 
in the face of the heavens, nor fewer on the 
earth, than in our travels in the night through 
the defarts of Arabia, where it is impoflible to 
avoid being ftruck with the con t raft, in which 
aboundlefs dreary wafte, without mountain or 
valley, tree or water, or theleaft variety of co- 
bars, offers a tedious famenefs to the weary 
traveller, while he is agreeably relieved by be- 
holding that chearful moving pi&ure which 
meafures his time, dire&s his courfe, and lights 
his way. The warm fancy of the Arab loon 
felt the tranfition from wild admiration to fu- 
perftitious refpett, and the paffions were en- 
gaged before the judgment was confulted. 
Hence the Jews frequently caught the bewitch- 
ing enthuliafm ; and an ancient pious native 
of the country, fcems to acknowledge the dan- 
ger of contemplating fuch beauties, while he 
difowns his having yielded to the temptation, 
* If I beheld the fun when be jkined, or the moon 
* Job* xxxi. 26. 

Voi.XUL Q ■ nwdhin 
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walking in htr brigbtnejs^ and mj 
Jkntij enticed, er my meuth bsib 
this *were am iniquity^ Sec. 

Even Mgyjf had forae objects 
Chip fo peculiarly the growth o 
that they could never be tranfp 
perftmon travelled from thence 
changed her garb, and from 
mixture of the httb, vales, gr- 
in Greece, arofe the Orades, Dr 
adesj with all the varieties of th 
thology, which none but fuch a 
in fuch a country as Grace, could 
into dial form which baa ever fi 
ed by the poets. 
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DESCRIPTION 

O F 
4 L E P P 0, and the adjacent Parts, 

B Y 

ALEXANDER RUSSEL, M. D. 

CHAP. I. 
The City defcribed; nvith a general View of the 
Face of the Country in the reft of Syria, and 
an Account of the Climate, 

YY^'LEB, or, as it is called by the Eng± 
£jf lift?, Aleppo, is, according to the obfer- 
vations. of an eminent French mathema- 
tician, in 3 6° 1 2' north latitude, and is faid to 
be in 37 4c/ eaft longitude from the meridian . 
•fi London. This city, the prefent metropolis ' 
5f Syria, is fituated about 60 miles from the 
Tea, and with refpeft to its buildings is infe- 
rior to none in the Turkijh Empire. 

Aleppo with its fuburbs is built on eight fmall 
bills, none of them of a confiderable hfti^jM* 

G 2 tORK^X. 
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except one in the middle, on which the caflJe 
is erecled. This is of a conic form, and ap- 
pears to have been in part raifed with the earth 
thrown up in forming a broad deep ditch with 
which it is furrounded, The city is encom- 
patTed bv a wall now much decayed, and u 
broad ditch , in molt places converted into gar- 
dens. It is three miles round ; but, including 
the fuburbsj the whole is about feven miles in 
ci re o inference. 

The houfes are built of Gone* and, like 
thofe of Cairo , furround a fquare court. The/ 
tonfiil of a ground floor, which is generally 
arched, and an upper ftory, with a flat roof, 
either covered with a terrace of hard plaftcr, 
or with itone. Their cielings are of wood 
painted and fometimes gilt, as are alfo th* 
pannels of fomc of their rooms, their window- 
ihutters and cupboard-doors, which have a 
handfome appearance. On the infide of thofe 
of the Turks are inferibed over the doors and 
windows fentences out of the Koran, or verfes, 
cither of their own compofing, or of their 
moll celebrated poets : while the infcri prions 
in the houfes of the Chrijiians are generally 
borrowed from the facred Scriptures. 

The court, which is always neatly paved, 
has moltly a jet d'eau in the centre ; and on one 
fide of it, at leaft, is a fmall fpot left unpaved 
for a kind of garden, which is frequently no 
more than a yard or two fquare, but it is en- 
compafTed with a few flower- pots. Moll of 
the houfes belonging to perfons of fortune have 
within this court an arched alcove Oj^pofite to 
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the fountain, and between them the pavement 
is generally laid out in Mofajc work, with, 
marble of various colours ; as is alfo the floor 
of a large hall, which has a cupola roof, and 
generally a fountain in the middle, Above 
Hairs is a colonade, if not round the whole 
court, at leaft fronting the weft. Beyond this 
court is another, in which are the womens 
apartments, built much in the fame manner as 
the others ; and a few of them have tolera- 
ble gardens. 

In Aleppo are a considerable number of 
mofques, a few of which are magnificent (true- 
cures. Each of them has a fquare area in the 
front, in the midft of which is a fountain for 
the appointed ablutions, and behind fome of 
the larger mofques is a fmall garden. 

There are alfo many large kanes, or, as they 
are generally cabled by travellers, caravanferas. 
Each confifts of a fpacious fquare court, on aft 
£des of which are erected, on the ground floor, 
z number of rooms, that are oecafionally ufed 
for ftables, chambers, or warehoufes. Above 
(lairs is a colonade on each of the four fides, 
to which open feveral fmall rooms, where- 
in the merchants, as well natives as Grangers, 
iranfalt mod of their bufinefs. 

The ftreets are generally narrow ; and as the 
houfes have no windows that look into them, 
except a few in the upper rooms, nothing is to 
Jbe feen but dead walls, which give them a 
difagreeable appearance : they are well paved, 
however, and kept remarkably clean. 

G j TN* 
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ing their refervoirs for their fountains. The 
river Ccic, the ancient Singas, which is only 
about fix or eight yards wide, partes by the 
weftern part of the city, within a few yards of 
the walls, and barely ferves to water a narrow 
(lip of gardens on its banks, that extend from 
about five miles north, to about three miles 
fouth of the town. Befides thefe gardens, there 
are a few more near Bab Allah y a village about 
two miles to the north-well, which are (applied 
by the aqueduft. The rifing grounds above 
the gardens, to which the water cannot be con- 
veyed, are in fome places laid out in vineyards, 
interfperfed with olive, fig, and piftachio trees, 
as are alfo many fpots to the eaftward, where 
there are no gardens. But inconfiderable as 
this river and thefe gardens may appear, they 
contain almoft the only water, and all the trees 
that are to be met with for twenty or ifeirty 
miles round ; for the villages have no frees, 
ana 1 mod of them are only fupplicd with the 
water the inhabitants fave in their citterns. 

The fuel ufed in the houfes of Aleppo is 
wood and charcoal ; but for heating their bag- 
nios they burn the dung of animals, the jjr- 
ings of fruit, the leaves of plants, 15 V. all wmth 
people are employed to gather and dry for that 
purpofe. In the city are a number of public 
bagnios, which are frequented by people of all 
(ects and conditions, except thofe of high rank, 
who generally have them in their own houfes. 

The fir ft entrance into a public bagnio is a 
large lofty room, in the midft of which is a 
fountain, with a bafon, that ierves for walking 
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tnc linen mat nangs upon lines at 
able height all over the room. In 
ment are broad benches, where the 
undrefs. The air here is not at al 
by the heat of the bath, except at tl 
which you pafs into a (mall room tl 
warm, and from thence into a lar 
• very hot. On the fides of thefe tw 
placed round Hone bafons, about t 
a half in diameter, with two cocks, 
and the other of cold water, fo th 
temper it according to your pleafure 
are copper bowls for you to lave it 
body. In the corners of the inne 
(mall retiring places ; in one of wl 
ouently a ciftern of warm water, 
feet deep, and large enough for 
whole body. All thefe rooms are c< 
cupolas, and -the inner receive thei 
fmall openings in their domes, whi< 
ed. The outer room receives its li 
ly from the lanthorn of its dom< 
from windows. A few of the bagni< 
for the ufe of the men., and others 
priated to the women ; but the g 
them admit both fexes, though 
times ; the men in the morning, a 
men in the afternoon. 

On entering the hot room, they 
the dewa, or medicine for takings 
from the pubis and armpits. Th 
is compofed of 720 drachms of < 
and 40 of orpiment powdered. Th'u 
en a little at the time of ufmg, a 
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to remain on the fkin till the hair is quite loofe, 
when it muft be immediately wafhed off with 
great care. Then one of the fervants of the bag- 
nio begins with chafing, or kneading violently,- 
firft the tops of the moulders, and by degrees the 
whole body. When he comes to the hand, he 
pulls the joints of the fingers, fo as to mak* 
each crack ieparately : then laying the perfoit 
on his back, with his arms aero Is his bread, he 
raifes him forcibly by the back part of the 
neck, fo as to make the greateft part of the 
vertebra? crack. He then chafes the back a 
little more, and throwing a quantity of warm 
water over the whole body, rubs him hard for 
fome time with a coarfe cloth, which is drawn 
ever the fervant's hand. He is next rubbed 
over with a foap-lather ; which being wafhed 
clean off, he puts one towel round his middle, 
another round his head, and perhaps a third 
over his moulders ; in which manner he goes 
out to the great room, where he generally 
fmokes a pipe, drinks coffee, and perhaps eats 
fome fruit before he drefles. 

As the women have the additional trouble of 
combing and warning* as well as unplaiting 
and plaiting their hair, befides very frequently 
that of having a number of children to wa(h, 
they generally remain a confiderable time in the 
hot room ; however, they refresh themfelvcs at 
intervals, by going out into the other rooms, 
where they fmoke, converfe and drink coffee, 
with fome of the various parties that are com- 
monly there. Every company of two or three 
is attended by an old woman, whofe bufmefs is 
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to rub and wafh them ; but their joints are 
chafed and cracked, and the cloth with whi 
they are rubbed is finer than that applied to 
men : however, they alfo ule the j&iisa. 

Generally fpeaking, each company of wo- 
men have their collation, which they eat in * 
middle room before drefiing ; and the bagnio 
being the principal place where they have aft 
opportunity of ihewing their fine cloaths, 
feeing company* and enjoying a free conv< 
lion even with their own fex f it is not to b* 
wondered that they are very fond of it* 

Befidcs, the firlt time a woman of the coun- 
try, whether Chrifian^ ^fiu, or Turk, goes to 
the bagnio after bearing a child, me mult have 

© ■ ■ JO 

what is called the jkdwd, that is, fhe is fa 
down in one of the warning places of the in- 
ner room, where the midwife rubs her over 
with a compofitlon of nutmegs, ginger, pep- 
per, and other f pices, made into a fort of elec- 
tuary with honey, Jn this manner me fits foi 
foine time, the other women, in the mean while 
Zinging and warbling with their voices in a par- 
ticular tone, which is this country is their iriual 
way of rejoicing. After this the lady is wafh* 
cd clean, and the ceremony finiihed. Thl-f 
they imagine, ftrcngthens them, and prevents 
many dividers that would other wife en fue after 
delivery. They alio ufe it after a recovery from 
a very fevere lit of illnefs. 

In a part of the fuburbs, on the oppofite fide 
of the river to the weitward, is a glafs-houfe* 
where a coarfe kind of white glafs is made. 
In the fuburbs to the eafhvard, are the flaugh- 
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bs placed in an airy fituation, with a 
:n field before them. The tanners have 
'here they work, in the fouth- weft part 
•wn, near the river. Juft without the 
the fouthward, are the lime kilns, and 
arther is a finall village- where the peo- 
• ropes, and fpin cat-gut, which laft 
ture is, at fome feafons, extremely of- 

•ur or five miles at leaft round Aleppo, 
nd is very ftony and uneven, with a 
of fmall eminences, moft of which are 
is any part of the city. From the weft- 
tit to the north-weft by weft, this une- 
ltry extends at leaft twenty miles ; but 
perfed with a number of fmall fertile 

refpecl to the face of the country of 
general, the coaft is bordered by very 
untains, except near Seleucia, and from 
Heria to mount CaJJius, which is ten or 
liles, where it is quite level, opening 
e for the river Orontes to discharge it- 
the Mediterranean. Thefe mountains 
red with trees, (hrubs, and a number 
ts, which do not, like thofe in the 
ofe their verdure during the heat of 
As they abound with fprings, thele 
all rivulets, and in a few places on the 
: the fea unite into rivers, and ptfrefh 
is between them and the fea (hero. Be- 
rn, on the land fide, are generally ex- 
plains, that receive great tjg&efit from 
mar that defcend fromtta t&out&wx*., 
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near which they are covered with myrtle, 
ander, and other ftirubs. The oppofite t 
daries of thefe plains are moitly low, n 
barren hills ; but behind them are other ) 
plains, which, though they are only wa 
by the rain 8 chat fall in the winter, are ex 
ing fertile. This intermixture of rocky 
nences and plains extends .within land i 
60 or 70 miles, after which the country, c 
Arabia Deferta* is generally level as far as 
fir ah* 

The Orontet h the only river in all * 
which riung on the land fide of the * 
mountain*, rinds its way to the fea ; the 
which indeed are few and i neon fidt ruble 
ing icon abforbed by the thirlly plains thr 
whith they pais : and even the Orontes, th 
it is fupplied by many fmall rivulets fror 
lofty mountains behind which it runs, anc 
from the lake of Antioch, feems as confi 
ble many miles above that city, as wh< 
difcharges itielf into the Mediterranean. 

The feafons are here generally exceedin 
gular, and at Aleppo the air is fo pure an< 
from damps, that all the inhabitants, of 
rank foever, fup and fleep expofed to the 
air, from the end of May, to the beginni 
September, in their court-yards, or upor 
houie-tops, without fuffering the leaft ii 
veuience. The natives reckon the feveri 
the winter to laft only forty days, begir 
from the 12th of December, and ending o 
20th ofjjffnuaty ; and indeed this comput 
comes near ^he, tfutju tto^ysr, -during 



of Aleppo and the adjacent Parts. 73 

time the air is extremely piercing, particularly 
to Grangers, even though they are but juit 
come from a cold climate. Yet during the 1 3 
years Mr. Rujfel refided there* the ice was not 
above three times of fufficient ftrengrh to bear 
a man, and that with caution, and only in a 
fituation where the fun-beams never reached 
it. The fnow, in ten years of this time, never 
remained on the ground above a day ; and even 
in the depth of winter, when the fun fhines 
out and there is no wind, the weather is warm, 
and fometimes almofl hot. Hence narcifluies 
are in flower during all this feafon, and violets 
appear at the lateft before it is quite over. 

As February advances, the fields, which were 
before partly green, by the fpringing up of the 
latter grain become entirely covered with an 
agreeable verdure; and though the trees in ge- 
neral continue without leaves till about the be- 
ginning of March, yet the almond, when la- 
teft, being in blofTom before the middle of Fe- 
bruary, and quickly fucceeded by the apricot, 
peach, 13c. the gardens make an agreeable ap- 
pearance. The fpiing now becomes extremely 
pleafant; but it is of fhort duration. For as 
March brings it on with rapidity, fo April with 
equal hade advances towards fummer; and" the 
gay livery worn by the fields during thefe two 
months, and indeed through mod of the win- 
ter, fades before the middle of May;agd about 
the clofe of that month the wh^ra&untry 
afTumes fo parched and barren an- JBw» that 
you would fcarce think it capable dlSroducing 
any thing befides the few hardy plSKS that ftUi 

Vol. XIII. H "■ '%« 
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The people are generally of a middle ftatu 
indifferently well made, and rather lean tt 
fat ; but are neither vigorous nor aclive. Th 
of the city are of a fair complexion; but 
peafants, and fuch as are obliged to be mi 
abroad in the fun, are fwarthy. Their hah 
ufually black, or of a dark ehefhut cojoi 
and it is very rare to fee any but black e 
among them. Both fexes when young are 
lerably handfome; but as the women arr 
early at maturity, they foon fade, and in ; 
neral look old at thirty . The greateft pari 
them are married between the age of fourti 
and eighteen, and often fooner : but the t> 
der paflion of lore ran have little fiiaw in th 
marriages, the vcijng people never feting e; 
other till the ceremony is performed, A ft 
der waift is fo far from being admired, thai 
is confidered as a deformity ; fo that they 
all they can to make themfelves plump a 
lufty. 

While the men are girt round very tij 
with a fafh, the girdles of the women are b< 
flight, narrow, and looiely put on ; whi 
with the warmth of the climate, and the f 
quent ufe of the bagnio, may be one prir 
pal reafon why their labours are much eai 
than thofe of the women in England ; the m 
delicate being feldom confined above ten 
twelve days, and thofe in the villages are j 
nerally able to go about their employments i 
next day. Women of all conditions fuel 
their own children, and feldom wean them 

eit) 
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cither the mother is again with child, or the 
infant is three or four years of age. 

If an allowance be made for the fuperiority 
which the Mahometans affumc over all who are 
of another faith, the people of diftinclion in 
Aleppo may juftly be efteemed courteous and po- 
lite. The opinion of this fuperiority is ob- 
ferved to increafe in proportion to the people's 
vicinity to Mecca : hence the natives of Aleppo 
have a greater fhare of it than thofe of Smyrna 
or Conftantinotle ; though, even here, it is much 
declined within thefe few years; and fevcral 
Bailas have conferred public honours on Euro- 
peons, that would formerly have caufed great 
popular difcontent. The common people have 
an affe&ed gravity* with fome fhare of diflimu- 
lation ; and are (o apt to be quarrelfomc, that 
one can feldom pafs a few yards in the ftreets 
without being witnefs to fome noify broil ; and 
yet in many years you may never fee a blow 
ftruck, except the perfon who gives it be well 
aflured that it will not be returned. But not* 
withftanding their being prone to anger on the 
mod trifling occafions, no people in the world 
can be more calm when their inter eft requires 
it. However, though this be in general a true 
reprefentation, our Author obferves, that gra- 
titude and juftice require him to add, that there 
are peiibns among them of all religions, whom 
he found by experience to be poflefTcd of the 
Utmoft honour and integrity. 

. Some of the old men dye their beards, and 

the old women their hair, of a red colour, with 

henna, which gives them a very whim&cal *^- 
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infide of their eye-lids with the pov 
ore. In doing this they take a 
piece of filver, ft eel, or ivory, 
fmooth, and of the thicknefs of 
probe. This they wet with wate: 
that the powder may flick to it, ar 
cing it under the eye-lid, draw i 
tween that and the eye ; by which 
inlide of the eye-lid is blacked, an 
black rim is formed all round the ec 
is fometimes pra&ifed by the men ; 
is confidered as foppifh. 

The women have another Angular 
adorning themfelves, the pra&ice o 
general among thofe of all ranks and 
This is dying the tips of the finger* 
with a few fpots on the hands and 
dirty yellow with henna, great qu 
which are brought from Egypt for thi 
This looks very diiaoTPMM* *~ — - 
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The 1 women in fome of the villages, and all 
Ihe Arabs and Cbinganas in this country, wear 
& large filver or gold ring through the exter- 
nal cartilage of their right noftril, fome of 
which oar Author has feen an inch and a half 
in diameter. It is alfo ufual for thefe people 
by way of ornament to mark their under lip, 
and likewife their breaft and arms, with a blue 
colour, by pricking the part with a needle, and 
rubbing it with a certain powder, which leaves 
an indelible mark, like that fome times made 
by gunpowder in the fame manner, on the 
arms of Tailors, &c. in England. 

Thefe Cbinganas are a race of people that are 
efteemed the plague of Aleppo. They nearly 
refemble the Arabs* and, like fome tribes of 
them, live in tents ; but are not acknowledged 
by them. They are extremely poor : a few of 
them, who are encamped round the fkirts of 
the city, hire themfelves for labourers, and 
other menial offices ; but the greateft number 
come thither from all parts in the fpring, to 
affift in reaping the corn. 

Tobacco ii fmoked to excefs by all the men, 
and many of the women of Aleppo. Their pipes 
are made of the twie of a rofe-bufh, cherry- 
tree, fcfc. bored for that purpofe. Thofe ufed 
by perfons of diflin&ion are five or firf feet 
long, and adorned with filver. The bowl is 
of clay, and often changed; but the pipes 
themfelves laft for years. 

The people have no notion of the benefit of 
exercife, cither for the prefervation of health, 
or the cure of difeafts ; and it is with relu&ance 



Bo Dr. RcntVs DESCRIPTION 
that they ofc much of it either for bufmefs or I 
plea Aire. The people of condition and thtir 
dependants muft in fame meafure be excepted, 
they being commonly a&ive on horfeback and 
in fporting, and very dexterous in throwing 
the jarecd, a kind of javelin or fmall ftjek 
about two feet and a half long. This i 
in their mock fights; in which it is furprrn? 
to fee wiih what dexterity they manage qpr 
horfes, fo as to avoid running againtf each 
other, when numbers are galloping fcemirgly 
in the great* ft diforder. This however hap- 
pens but ftldom, and hardly com pen fate* kt 
the hours they fpend in indolently lolling on 
their divans, in which the generality pafs much 
the greateft part of their time- 
As they have no coaches, perfons of rtafc 
ride on horfeback in the city, with a number 
of fervanu walking before them , in proportion 
to their nation ; which, though not fo con«- 
nient in bad weather, has certainly a more 
manly, if not a grander look than our teacher 
The ladies, even of the greateft diftintnon, 
are obliged to walk on foot, both in the thy* 
and when they go to a garden at a moderstt 
diftance. In longer journeys the women of 
rank are carried by mules in a litter, clofe CO* 
vered up; and thofe of an inferior ftauorif* 
en thefe occaiiofis commonly flowed on eacfr 
fide of a mule, in a kind of covered cradles. ', 
Moftpf the natives go to bed in good tfa*J» 
and r^fe early in the morning, fleqptnjg in tfce** 
drawers, and at leaft in one or two wainWo s 
lomc in winter have on their furs, Thry lH* 
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on a mattrefs laid on the floor; over which is 
a fheet, and in winter a carpet, or fome other 
woollen covering, the other fheet being fewed 
to the quilt. When the time for repofe draws 
nigh, they fit on this mattrefs, and fmoke their 
pipe, till they find themfelves fleepy ; then la^ 
themfelves down, and leave their women to 
cover them when they are afleep. Many of 
the Debple of fafhion are lulled to reft by foft 
mofic^or Arabian tales, which their women 
ire aught to repeat. If they happen to'awake 
in tft^njght, they fit up, fill their pipe, have 
a diftiwr coffee made, and fometimes, efpe- 
cially n^ihe long winter nights, eat fome of 
their fweet paftry, and thus fit till they drop 
afleep again. 

The coftee-houfes of Aleppo are frequented 
by none but the vulgar, who are there enter- 
tained by a concert of mufic, a ft ory- teller, an 
obfcene kind of puppet- fhow, and fometimes 
by jugglers and tumblers. Thefe are their on- 
ly public entertainments. 

Within doors their entertainments are play- 
ing at chefs, draughts, mankala, tabuduk, and 
the play of the ring. With this laft the great 
men often amufe themfelves in the winter even- 
ings. Several on each fide are engaged in it ; 
it confifts in guefling under what coffee-cup, 
out of a number placed on a large falver, the 
ring is hid. Several on each fide are engaged 
in this play, and thofe who win have the pri- 
vilege of blacking the faces of their antago- 
uifts, putting fool's caps on their heads, and 
making them ftand before them while they ftn^ 
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ment, it being only pra&ifed by 
a trade of it, whofe dexterity cl 
the motion of their arms and ood 
themfelvesin different attitudes, 
particularly of the women, arc 
decent. At their feflivals they h 
lers, who refemble the cablet* oi 
in anointing their naked bodies ; 
nothing on but a pair of breeches 
and vaunt at their entrance, fo a 
expectations ; but they make a p 
the performance. It muft alio be 
buffoons are the conftant attend am 
ry-makings, without whom the m: 
verfation of the people would fooi 
The mufic of the country is o 
one for the field, and the other f 
ber. The martial mufic confifts 
cymbals, a kind of fhort hau 
tnan ours, laree drim** **- 
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which is principally a fed to beat time to, 
voice, the moil difagreeable of all their 
c ; for they bellow moil hideoufly. The 
is a hoop, over which a, piece of parch- 
t is extended, and fometimes pieces of 
; are fixed in it to make a jingling : it is. 

with (he fingers, and is the true tympanum 
le ancients. They have alfo a kind of flute 

the ancient fyrinx, but few of them can 

upon it ; and a fort of bagpipe, which 
berg of idle fellows play upon round the 
s of the town, in order to get money from, 
paflengers. Tho' the people here have; 
es for the different meafures in mufic, they 
unacquainted with muiical notes, with the 

and other parts of mufic : they play by 
ear, and keep time exactly, every inftru- 
t playing the fame tune. 
lie people are in general extremely il, 
ate; for manyBaflks, farmers of the cuftoms, 

confiderable merchants, can neither read 
write. However, of late years their youth 
setter taught than formerly, though their 
:ation feldom extends farther than being juft 

to read a little of the Koran, and to write 
mmon letter. They are entirely ignorant 
le ufe of chemiftry in medicine, and their 
Scians, who pretend to difcover all difeafes 
he pulfe, make no fcruple to quote the 
ority of Hippocrates* Galen and Ebenfena* 
upport of the moft abfurd and ridiculous 
lions. Their poets are much more worthy 
K>tice ; for a poetical genius fometimes ap- 
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pears among them, and produces pieces that 
are juftly eiteemed. 

In the fail of Ramadan they neither cat, 
drink, nor fmoke from the dawn of the day 
till fun-fet ; but the fun is no fooner down, than 
they eat a hearty meal ; and thofe who can 
afford to deep in the day, eat and drink the 
greateft part of the night, living fo luxurioufly, 
that they generally fpend as much money in 
that one month, as in any two months in the 
year : but thofe who are obliged to be abroad 
in the day, fufFer a great deal during tbis 
fall. ^ 

Wine and fpirits are only drank by the licen- 
tious and irreligious Turks; but the number of 
thefe is greater than one would imagine ; for 
thefe liquors being prohibited by their religion, 
they chiefly drink in fecret at their gardens, or 
privately in the night, and when they one* 
begin, generally drink to great excefs.' 

They are obliged by their religion to waih 
before their pr.iyers, which are five times in 
the twenty-four hours, and whenever they eafc 
nature. As they take up their meat with their 
lingers, they are alfo under the neceffity of 
wafhing after every meal, and ths more cleanly 
likewife always waih before they eat. Betide*, 
whenever they cohabit with the women they 
are obliged to bathe before they can fay their 
prayers; fo that they are almofl all day dab- 
bling in the water* 

Though the Koran exprefsly allows them four 
women, whether wives or concubines, yet ai 
ihey are obliged to pay money for {heir wives, 
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few of any rank have more than two ; while 
the poorer fort have feldom more than one, 
and hardly ever keep a miftrefs : thofe of mid- 
dling circumftances have, however, fome times 
three or four miftreiTes, and I have known 
thofe of greater opulence who have kept 
forty, befides the women employed in the 
menial offices of the family ; for notwithstand- 
ing the law of Mahomet, the people here be- 
lieve this to be lawful. It may appear ftrange 
that fuch a number mould agree tolerably to- 
gether : But it mull be confidered, that they 
are accuftomed from their infancy to a fervile 
ohedience ; that the hufband can divorce his 
wife at pleafure without aligning any caufe, 
and fell thofe Haves by whom he has had no 
children. Befides, the wife has alfo a check 
upon the hufband ; for his divorcing her is at- 
tended with expence, a* he mud not only lofe 
.the money fhe at firft cod him ; but there is ge- 
nerally a fum equal to it> to be paid in cafe he 
(hould divorce her. 

Marriages are in this country commonly 
brought about by the ladies, the mothers in- 
troducing themfelves into company where they 
expect to fee girls who are difengaged ; and 
when they have found one they think agree- 
able, the/ propofe the match to her mother. 
,After wards, if the affair is likely to be deter- 
mined, fhe is demanded in form of her parents 
by the /young man's father, the price is fixed 
that he is to pay for her, and a licence is pro- 
cured from the Cady. Each of the young folks 
then appoint a proxy, who with feveral of tAvs, 
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male relations go to the Imam, or prieft, who 1 
on finding that they are regularly appointed, \ 
aflts the one if he is willing to bay the bride ] 
for fuch a fum ? and the other, if he be fadsfied ; 
with it ? and being anfwered in the affirmative, 
he joins their hands, and the money being paid, ' 
the bargain is concluded with a prayer out of j 
the Koran. 

After this the bridegroom may take her . 
Jiome, whenever he thinks proper; and thediy 
being fixed, he fends a meflage to her family to 
let them know it. The fum with which he 
purchafed her is laid out in furniture for one : 
chamber, with cloaths, and ornaments for the 
bride, whofe father makes fome addition k- 
jcording to his circumftances, which are carried 
with great pomp to the bridegroom's hotfe. 
He at the fame time invites his friends and 
acquaintance, all of whom fend prefents, whe- 
ther they think proper to go or not. On the 
day appointed the women go from the bride- 
groom's to the bride's houfe, and bring her 
pome to his, accompanied by her mother, and 
other female relations, where each fex make 
merry in feparate apartments till night. The 
men then drefs the bridegroom, after which be 
is introduced into the women's apartment^ 
where he is met by his own female relations* 
who dance and fmg before him to the ftain 
foot of the bride's chamber, who is brought 
halfway down flairs to receive him, veiled with 
a piece of red gauze, and fometimes her fore- 
head and checks are covered with leaf gold, 

cut 
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cut in various forms. He then conducts her 
ip ftairs, and they are left together. 

The Turks at Aleppo being much addicted to 
jealoufy, they confine their women as much as 
poifible, and feldom allow them to vifit even 
their own fex. The hulband is however ob- 
Iged to fufier them to go often to the bagnio ; 
and Mondays and Tbur/days are a fort of licen- 
fcd days, in which they are permitted to vifit 
die tombs of their deceafed relations and the 3 
&unts ; which giving, them an opportunity of 
walking abroad in the fields and gardens, they 
lave contrived that almoft every Thurfday in 
the fpring bears the name of a partitular 
Sheik, whole tomb they mult vifit. When 
they go abroad, they wear white veils, fo ma- 
nned that nothing appears but their eyes, and 
almall part of the note. They are ufually irt 
large companies, and have always either an old 
woman or a young lad for a guard. 

On the death of a Turk, the women imme- 
diately fet up a fhriek, which is continued till 
Ac body is interred ; but this is foon difpatch-' 
ed, for the corpfe is kept no longer than is ne- 
ceflary to acquaint the relations who live in the. 
town. They firit waflx the body, and then 
lop up all the natural paflages with cotton, to 
prevent any moifture from oozing out, which 
would render the body unclean ; then wrap- 
ping it up in a clean cotton doth, they lay.it 
in a kind of coffin, nearly refenibling ours ; 
oaly the lid rifcs with a ledge in the middle, 
and at the head is a wooden battoon about a 
feat long, on which the man's head-drck \& 
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placed ; bat if it be a woman, there is a head- 
drefs flat on the top like a trencher, over which 
is thrown an handkerchief. In the middle of 
the pall is a fmali piece of the old covering of 
the holy houfe of Mecca, the reft being of M 
particular colour or (luff. Upon the pall Kes 
Jbme of the beft cloaths belonging to the de- 
ceafed. 

The corpfe being can-ied out, a number of 
Sheiks with their tattered banners -walk firfc 
then come the male friends, and after them the 
corpfe, carried on a bier upon men's ihoal- 
ders, with the head forcmoft; and as every 
pa/Tenger thinks it meritorious to lend fooe 
little help on thefe folemn occafions, the bear- 
ers are often relieved. The neareft male rela- 
tions immediately follow, and the women with 
dreadful fhrieks clofe the proceflion, while the 
men all the way fing prayers out of the Ko- 
ran. Thus they proceed to a mofque, where 
the bier is fet down in the court -yard, and a 
fervice faid by the Imam : after which it is car- 
ried, in the fame order as before, to the bury- 
ing place, of which there is only one public 
in the city, all the others being in the fields. 
The graves, which lie eaft and -weft, are lined 
with Hone. The corpfe is taken out, and put 
on the right fide, in a poiture between fitting 
and lying, with the head to the weftward, to 
that the face may be to the fouth, towards 
Mecca : a little earth being put behind thebodf 
to keep it fteady, the grave is covered with 
Jong ftones that go acrofs, and prevent the 
earth they put over them, from falling in op«» 

tat 
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the corpfe. The Imam throws on the fir it 
handful of earth, faying a prayer for the foul 
of the deceaied, and exhorting fitch as hear 
him to be mindful of their end. After him, 
every one prefent throws on a handful of earth, 
frying, " God be merciful to the deceafed/' 
The neareft relations pray at the grave on the 
third, ferenth, and fortieth days, as alfo the 
day twelve-month after the pcrfon's deceafe ; 
and every Monday or Tburfday the women ftrew 
the grave with leaves and flowers. The men 
wear no mourning, but the women lay afide 
their ornaments, and wear their gravel* colour- 
ed cloaths. 

We ftall now take a view of the cuftoms and 
manners of the Chrifiians y who compofe fo con- 
siderable a part of the city. In keeping their 
fefts they are generally very rigorous : T>ut if 
a phyfician declares their life to be in danger, 
the Greets, Syrians, and Maromtes, will often 
break their faft ; but the Armenians are gene- 
rally (b very ftrtdr. in this particular, that not 
even the prefervation of life can prevail on them 
to interrupt it for a fingle day. 

The Cbrifiian women, when they go abroad, 
are as clofely veiled as thofe of the Turks ; but 
they are feldom permitted to go any where but 
to church, to the bagnio, to their phyfician s, 
or now and then to vifit a relation. A few of 
them allow their wives two or three times a 
year to go to the gardens ; but others, though 
they are not a mile from their houfes, never 
law one in their lives, 
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They are generally con craved while 
iren by their parents ; and there being no i 
i e rial difference in the marriage cere moniei 
the different fedb, a description of thofc ofi 
Mat-wit rs may ferve as a fpecimen of all 
rcih The bride having been demanded, 
bridegroom's relations are invited to an en 
tain men t at the houfe of the bride's father, 
fix the wedding day ; the parties thetnfeh 
not being confulted. On the afternoon of I 
day appointed, they again go to the briii* 
houfe, and after fuppex return to that oft 
bridegroom, who has not yet appeared ; for be 
15 by cuftom obliged to hide himfelf, and it 
not to he found, till they have made a feel- 
ingly Ariel fcarch for him* This is done, aoi 
he being brought and dreiled in his wort 
death*, great nolle and rejoicings are nude* 
He and the brideman are now led fevent 
times about the court in a noiiy proceffion, aad 
then conducted into a room, where their wed- 
ding cloaths are laid out in form : a Prielt then 
fays a long prayer over them ; and being dreff 
ed, they are led back into the court, with d 
fame ceremony as before. At midnight, or 
few hours after, the relations, accompanied 
all of both fexes who have been invited to i 
wedding, again return in proceffion to the he 
where the bride is, mufic playing before th 
and each holding a candle. On their cor 
to the door it is fhut againft them ; aar 
their knocking and demanding the bride, 
are refufed admittance. Upon which a 
ii^hr eufues ; bur the bridegroom's part 
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always conquerors. The women then lead the 
bride out of the chamber, covered all over with 
a veil, and (he is carried in proceflion to the 
bridegroom's, accompanied only by one or two 
ef her fillers, or nearelt female relations. Be- 
ing feated among the women at the upper-end 
•f the room, fhe continues covered with a veil 
ef red gauze, and, like a ftatue, muft neither 
(peak nor move, except riling to every perfon 
who comes into the room, which is notified to 
ler by one of the women who fits by her ; for 
ftie muft not open her eyes. The remainder 
of the night is paffed in noify mirth, by each 
fcx in their feparate . apartments, there being 
10 want of fwQctmeats, fruit, wine and arrack j 
for now few retire to reft. 

At about nine the next morning the Bifhop 
or Pried comes to perform the ceremony. All 
the women are veiled : the bride ftands entire- 
h covered, fupported by two women, ths 
bridemaid fUndmg by to keep the veil well ad- 
jufled. The bridegroom, dreffcd in a gaudy 
robe, going in with the Bifhop, is placed on 
the bride's left hand, with his bride man by 
aim ; and a fhort fervice being performed, the 
Bifhop puts a crown firfl on the bridegroom's 
Ikead, and thep on the heads of the bride, the 
brldeman and bridemaid. Afterwards joining 
(he hands- of the bridegroom and bride, he con- 
tinues the fervice, and after fome time puts a 
xiog on the bridegroom's finger, and delivers, 
another to the bridemaid to be put on that of 
the bride. Near the conclufionof the fervice, 
be tjes a piece of tape or ribbon round the 
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groom's reck, and in the afternoon a Prieft 
tomes to take it off* The ceremony bein^ 
concluded, the bridegroom* and all the mer f 
retire again t:J their own apartment, where thej 
tip ink coffee* and fit very gravely while the fit- 
ihop ftays, which is not long ; for dinner be- 
ing immediately (erved up for him and a fen 
others he foon dines and takes his leave ; ob 
which th y inftantly refume their noify mirth, 
Great quantities of provifion* are dreffed, and 
fcveral rabies covered* both for dinner and flip- 
per ; and there is ufually plenty of wine, ar 
rack, coffee, and tobacco. 

At about eleven or twelve at night, th« 
bridegroom is Jed in proceffiou to the bride 1 ! 
chamber, where prefenting her a glafs of wine, 
fhe drinks to him, and he having returned th 
compliment, is conducted back with the famt 
ceremony. The mafic during the whole time 
continues playing, buffoons and other of theii 
diversions are going forwards, and thehoufeij 
ufually full of company, till the next day in the 
afternoon, when they all retire, except a few 
intimate friends, who fup with the bridegroom, 
and about midnight leave him heartily ft* 
tigued, to retire to the bride's chamber, 

All who have been invited to the wedding 
fend prefents, and for feveral days after the 
marriage is confummated, flowers are fent ta 
the bride by all her female acquaintance. On 
that day feven-night after the celebration oi 
the marriage, the bride's relations come to vr 
fit her, and an entertainment is provided ftu 
them. But in this country it is not decern 
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br a bride to fpeak to any perfbn for at lead a 
nonth, except a few words to her huiband ; 
uid this the Armenians are fo unreafonable as to 
sctend to a year. The old women generally 
»ive them a llridt charge about this, particu- 
larly not to talk to the hufband too foon. 

The Europeans or Franks refiding in Aleppo 
ire chiefly EngUJh and French. Of the former 
ire the Conful, the chaplain, chancellor, phy- 
fician, ten merchants, and the cheaux, an offi- 
cer of ceremony, the fame with one among the 
Turks of that name, who walks before the 
Conful with a ftafF tipped with filver : he alfo 
takes care of the letters, and is employed a* a 
neftenger. The French have a Confnl, and the 
other ameers, with draggomen of their own na- 
tion, and double the number of merchants and 
clerks. . Under the protection of the French 
tre likewife three convents in the city, and a 
allege of Jejuits. The Dutch have a Conful 
refiding here, but no other perfbn of that coun- 
try. There are alfo a few Venetian merchants 
ind Italian Jews. The greateft part of the 
"European merchants lrve in kanes, in the prin- 
cipal quarter of the city ; in which the ground 
Boor ferves for their warehoufes, and the up- 
per ftory is fitted up for their cVc flings, by 
buildings between the pillars of the eokmade, 
forming a long corridore, opening on which 
are a number of rooms, fb that they much re- 
femble cioyfters; and as thefe merchants are 
unmarried, and their communication with the 
people of the country is almoft folely on 
account of trade, their way of life not a 
, \\vC\s. 
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little refembles the monairic. They ft 
wore the TurArjh habit, retaining only 
and wig by way of diilin&ion ; but 
years the far greater part of them have 
nued in their proper dre&* 

CHAP. III. 

Of tit : Bt&fi, Birds, I*ft&i, and P^. 

Syria* and fartkidarlj mar AJep 

TH E few black cattle near the; i 
chiefly tifed for the plough, or ir 
ing water for the gardens- Moft of th( 
ployed for that pui-jjofe are very large, w 
markable long legs, and great bellies* 
other catde of this fpecies are fmall, an 
general have very ihpit horns. As th. 
fddom eat beef, what is killed h chie 
the Europeans * who have It good at all j J 
particularly in Aimmer ; the natives flill 
ing the cattle employed to tread out tht 
to eat what they pleafc. 

There are abundance of buffaloes ir 
parts of Syria, but near Ahppo very fei 
thofe chiefly kept for their milk. Mu 
plentiful, fat and goodj throughout the 
year % and Iamb is to be had in every 
They have here two forts of deep ; tl 
refembling the larger kinds in Britain 
their tails are fame what longer and th 
the others are the moft numerous, and an 
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often mentioned by travellers on account of 
their extraordinary tails, which are very broad 
and large, terminating in a fmall appendage that 
turns back upon it, and is of a Jubilance be- 
tween fat and marrow, ufually weighing up- 
waids of fifteen pounds ; but fuch as are of the 
ltrgeft breed, and have been fattened, have 
tails that fometimes weigh fifty pounds. As 
incredible as this may fcem, it is ftri&ly true. 
Thofe in Aleppo being kept up in yards, are in 
to danger of injuring their tails ; but in fome 
other places, where they feed in the fields, the 
Ihephrrds arc obliged to fix a piece of thin 
board to the under part of the tail, to prevent 
its being torn by bufties, thirties, and rocks, 
is it is not covered underneath with thick wool 
fke the upper part; and fome have fmall 
wheels to facilitate the dragging of this board 
•fter them f whence they Tbave been faid by 
travellers to have carts to carry their tails. 

They have likewife two kinds of goats, one 
reiembling thofe in Britain, and the other as 
remarkable for the length of their cars, as the 
above-mentioned fheep for the largenefs of their 
tails. Thefe goats arc fomuwhat bigger than 
Ours ; but their ears are often a foot long, and 
of a proportionable breadth. They are chierV 
kept for their milk, which is fweet and well 
tailed. About the beginning of April great 
numbers are brought to the ciry, which are 
every morning drove through the ftreets, and 
their milk fold as they pfs till Cepumhrr. 
The butter' and chccfc arc bad, and made in- 
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ther To fvvift nor fo well made ; y 
sure Co extremely fleet, that the 
though very good, can (eldom tal 
left in loft, deep ground, 
^ There are alfo plenty of hares ; 
rivet are not fond of them, excep 
vuhoJuLve a very extraordinary met 
iinjj them. They dig 'a hole ii 
which they fill with light bruih-w< 
it on hre : when thoroughly lighte 
with the it in and entrails, juftas it 
is thrown into it; and after the flanu 
they cover up the hole with the 
dug out of it, which at hril Tiac 
round the edge To as to grow hot. 
left till ihey judge it to be foifickn 
and then, throwing a handfal of i 
i they eat it without any farther dref] 
v In v the city are kept a few tai 
chiefly T#r the tables of the Fum** 
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Of the beafts of burden are horfes, afles, 
mules, and three feveral forts of camels. 

Among the rocky hills are hyaenas, but they 
are not (o large as thofe found in the moun- 
tains. Some writers have reported, that this 
animal will imitate the human voice, and even 
learn fome of the fhepherds names, fo as to 
call them out and devour them. But this is 
not true ; for they are fonder of the flocks 
than of the fhepherd, and will not attack men 
but in their own defence, or through excefs of 
hunger: yet they fti 11 retain the character of 
robbing the fepulchres, whenever they have an 
opportunity of doing it. 

Wolves and foxes are found in the plains, 
but they are {mailer than thofe in Europe; and 
jackals are in fuch plenty about the gardens, 
that every evening they pafs in full cry like a 
pack of hounds, not only giving difturbance 
by their noife, but making free with the poul- 
try and other provifions. 

Though mount Taurus affords fhelter to the 
ounce, and a few tygers are found in mod of 
the high mountains; tho* the lion ranges on the 
banks of the Euphrates between Bagdad and 
Bujforaby and the jerboa in the defart, and per- 
haps many other animals in the fame places ; 
yet our Author propofing only to comprehend 
the parts round Aleppo, thought it unneceflary 
to treat of them here. 

Of domeftic fowls, the markets of Aleppo are 
furhifhed with the dunghill cock and hen ; the 
Bagdad fowl, which is of a large breed ; the 
pipkin, or cock and hen without cium^s \k& 
*Vol. XIII. K vn^*v 
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turkey, goofe, and duck. Of game, there art 
in the river, in winter, wild geefe, plenty of 
common wild ducks and mallard s, feveral kinds 
of widgeon, the water-hen, water rail, coo:, 
fpoonbill, woodcock, and various forts of tea!, 
with which the tables of the Europeans are fup- 
plied. In autumn the becca-figos and witwall 
are both in feafon, and the former is eileemed 
a great delicacy. There are here alfo many 
other forts of wild fowl in the other feafonn, 
among which are pigeons, and particularly the 
carrier, formerly ufed by the Europeans for *x- 
peditioufiy conveying the news of a Jltip's ar* 
rival at SeandorMn ; but this has been difufcd 
for many years. 

The pigeon thus employed was one that had 
young at Alrpp$. Upon enquiring into the 
method of training them, Mr. tfa^rjwas told, 
that they were fent down to Sttindartwn in an 
open cage, and as foon as let go they would 
fly directly to Aleppo ; but others faid, that the 
bird was brought to this by Jetting it return 
from fhorter di fiances on the Scandaroon road. 
All agree, that if the pigeon had been a fort- 
night at Scandaroon, it was not afterwards to be 
trufted to fly back, left it ihould have forgot 
its young, and confequently not be fo eager 
to get home. A fmall piece of paper, with 
the fhip's name, day of arrival, and the moft 
material circumltances, contained in a narrow 
compafs, was fixed under the wing, to pre- 
vent its being deftroyed by wet. They alfo 
bathed the pigeon's feet in vinegar, in order 
to keep them cool, that it mi^ht not fettli ~ 
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d/in k or wafh itfelf, which would have de- 
ftroyed the paper. An Englijh gentleman, who 
remembered this practice, faid that he had 
known one of them arrive in two hours and a 
half. 

The falcons bred to the taking of hares and, 
antelopes are of two kinds, and both large ; 
but, though caught wild, they train them in a 
few days to fly at their prey. For antelope 
hunting, they chufe fuch as are fierce : thefe 
are taught to fix upon the cheek of the animal, 
which retards its motion till the greyhounds 
come up. But for hunting the hare they prefer 
fuch falcons as are not difpofed to fix upon her, 
but by repeated bufretting on the head, riling 
ill the air between each blow, retard the hare 
till an ordinary greyhound can feize her. 

They have here a fmall hawk of the fize of 
a pigeon, but fo fierce that it will fly at any 
thing, and will often take the large* eagles, 
of which there are plenty in this country. 
They were formerly trained to feize the eagle 
under the wing, by which means depriving 
him of the ufe of it, they would both fall to 
the ground together : but their prefent method 
is to feize him on the back between the two 
wines, which has the fame effec\ ; but bring- 
ing Aim down more (lowly, gives the falconer 
time to come in to the hawk's afliftance ; in 
which if he is not very expeditious, the hawk 
is in either cafe fpeedily torn to pieces. 

Beiides the birds for food and fport, the coun- 
try alfo produces the black vulture, a few peli- 
caf% the Hork, the owl, a kind of ^ , Ww^fc 
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feathers are beautifully variegated with bio 
green, and brown ; two forts of the emu 
one a fine bird, which the natives often tar 
in their houfes and court -yards ; the hero 
the flamingo* the cormorant, the black- ca 
a fort of gull, which are in great numbers aba 
the city all the winter, and fo tame that ti 
women call them from the terraces, throwii 
up p;eces of bread , which they catch in t! 
air; and many others, be fides, a variety 
iinging birds. 

Of the reptiles and bffts, the count 
abounds with ferpents of various kinds, mai 
of them of the moft venomous nature ; but 
they all fly from man, and the barrennefs 
the fields in fummcr, the Only feafbn in whii 
they are abroad, there is but little danger 
treading upon them by accident. However, 
the houfes are often found large white fnakei 
but our Author never knew any one bit I 
them. The fcolopendra and fcorpion inde< 
often (Hng the natives in their houfes, whi 
caufes pain forfeveral hours, attended with 
other bad conferences. Various kinds 
lizards are found over the whole country, an 
the gardens are tree-frogs. But toads are fear 
ever feen at Jlepfo, though they are com 
upon the coaft. 

The locufls fometimes appear in fuch i 
dible multitudes, as to deftroy all the ve 
wherever they pafs : but though there are 
fpring and fummer fome of two or thr 
ferent fpecies to be met with about Aleppt 
of f/je/edeitruclive {warms tautened w) 
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Author was at that city. The Arabs eat thefe 
Infe&s when frefh, and alfo fait them up as a 
delicacy. 

Of the iafe&s of ufe there are only the bees, 
which produce excellent honey, and the filk- 
worm. There is indeed but little filk produced 
near Aleppo % but that being the market to 
which it is brought from all parts of Syr/*, great 
quantities are annually fent from thence to 
Britain* 

With refpe& to the vegetables of this coun- 
try, Turfy wheat, barley, cotton, lentils, beans, 
cicers, Turfy millet, . a green kidney bean, 
mufk-melons, water-melons, a fmall cucumber, 
baftard-faffron, hemp, and feveral others, they 
fow in the fields : but about Aleppo they fow 
no oats, their horfes being all fed with barley. 

The harvefl commences with the barley about 
the beginning of May, and both that and the 
wheat are generally all reaped by the twentieth 
of that month* As foon as it is cut down, or 
rather plucked up, which is the more ufual 
way, it is carried to a neighbouring fpot of hard 
even ground, where it is feparated from the 
huflt by a machine like a fledge, which runs 
upon two or three roller*, drawn oy horfes, 
cows, or aiTes. In thefe rollers are fixed low 
iron wheels notched like the teeth of a faw, and 
pretty iharp, at once cutting the ftraw, and 
Separating the grain. Their granaries are fub- 
terraneous caverns, the entry to which is by a 
fmall hole like a well, often in the highway ; 
and as they are commonly left open when 
K 3 empty, 
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empty, they render it not a little dangerous 
riding in the night near the villages. 

Near the city tobacco is planted only in tk 

fardens ; but near the villages, at about tea or 
fteen miles dill ante, a forge quantity is planted 
in the fields, and all the hills from Sbogrt m 
Laiackia produce fu£h plenty of it, that this 
vegetable is no i neon fid era hi e branch of trade, 
particularly wfrh Egypt. 

The olives produced about the city are Unit 
more than fa merer] t to ferve the inhabi- 
tants for pickling. But ai Edith* about thirty 
jniles to the fouth-weft, and at the neighbour 
ing villages, their large plantations afford a- 
bunctance of oil, with which, and the n(\ia 
brought by the Arabs from the defartfc a great 
quantity ef foap 13 annually made both at 
Aleppo and Edith. 

The vineyards round the city produce pretty 

good grapes; but the wine made by the Chri- 

jlians and Jews is produced from grapes and 

alfo rairlns brought from fome diftance. From 

the raifms alfo, when mixed with anifeeds, is 

drawn a flrong fpirit, to which they give the 

name of arrack ; and of this the Chrifiians and 

Jews drink pretty freely. The infpiflated 

juice of the grape is brought to the city in 

fkins, and fold in the public markets j it has 

the appearance of coarfe honey, and is of a 

fweet tafte. 

v Of the fruits of this country, there are6nly 

,vitovo or three forts of apples, and thoie very 

bad. They have cherries, apricots, peaches; 

indifferent 
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indifferent good pears, quinces, pomegranates 
of three forts, mulberries, oranges, lemons ; 
figs of four kinds, walnuts, hazle-nuts, pifta- 
chio nuts, He. Thefe trees are all ftandards 
planted promifcuoufly, and little improved by 
culture. 

The country alio produces feveral kinds of 
fbrelt trees, as the plane, the white poplar, 
the horn-beam, a very few oaks, the am, the 
tamarifk, the turpentine tree, and many others. 

There are here Hkewife a great variety of 
garden plants and flowers, which rentier the 
country extremely pleafant in fpring, before the 
great heats have fcorched them up, and after 
the fucceeding rains have revived their beau- 
ties. 
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TRAVEL 

O F T H E 
Ambassadors from the Duke of Hdjlm % 

INTO 

MQSCQVr, TARTARS w& PERSIA 
CHAP. L 

Tbf Awhnfhdors fit out on their Travels ; but ht~ 
ing jhipwrccked, efcape to the lfiand of Hog- 
Jan d, and are afterwards fet on Jhore on tkt 
Coaft of Livonia. A Defcription of Livonia, 
and of the City of Revel, with the Ceremonies 
of Marriage ufed by the Livonians. They pr9 m 
teed to Narva, are met by the Mofcovite Pri- 
ft off, who conduits them to Novogorod, which 
is defcribed. Their Entrance into Mofcow, 
and their Reception in that City. An Account 
of the annual ProceJJion in which the Mofco- 
vites reprefent the Entrance of our Saviour in- 
to Jeruialem, and the Manner in which they 
celebrate Eaiter. 

FREDERIC Duke of Hol/lein, after the 
building of the city of Tredcrickftadt, re- 
Joived to fettle cjie filk trade there; and as filk 
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vras then brought by land from Perfect by the 
^vay of Mofcovy, he, in the year 1633, ap- 
pointed Philip Crufeus, his Privy Counfellor, 
and Otto Brugman a merchant of Hamburgh, his 
Ambafladors to the Czar and the Sophi. As 
their fird voyage to RuJ/ta is but little intereft- 
ing or inftru&ive, we fhall here omit it, and 
proceed to the fecond, when they fet fail from 
Hamburgh, with a numerous retinue, on the 
21ft of October 1635 ; but meeting with feve- 
ral dorms, and at laft finding it impoflible to 
fave the (hip, the Ambafladors, with fome of 
their retinue, were on the 8 th of November car- 
ried afhore to the ifland of Hogland. How- 
ever, all the men, the greateJl part of the 
goods, and feven horfes were faved ; their chief 
lofs being a clock valued at 1000 1. fterling, 
which was broken to pieces by the horfes flrug- 
gling to get loofe. 

They now lheltered themfelves in fome mi* 
ferable cottages inhabited by Lvvoniam, where 
they dried their cloaths; but their provi- 
fions being either. loft or fpoiled by the fca- 
water, they were under the greateft apprehen- 
fions of being reduced to feed on the bark of 
trees, as had been the cafe of fome who had 
been forced to winter in that ifland. They 
however fupplied their prefent neceflities with 
what little Wcuit they had laved,- which being 
foa* ed in fait water they boiled in frefh, and 
putting in fome fennel and cummin feed they 
made it into pottage ; and fometimes they had 
the happinefs of catching a few fi/h, 
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The iflc of H&gland* which is fo named from 
its height, may be fee n at a great distance* 
Ra, J t in about three leagues in length, an 
one in breadth, and is covered with rocks, 
trees and thorns. 

On the 17th the Ambafadars prevailed 
two ii filing -boats to tranfpert them to the cob 
dinerit, with five attendants in each ; but 
being twelve leagues over, they had ica 
failed five, when the wind turning ag 
them, rhey with mfoch difficulty pcrfuaded 
fi mermen uot to return back, bpt to land the 
gti an iiland, which they reached before night, m 
where they were obliged to fup upon a piece 
of Mr/rt/fcheefc ; however, the next day,, after 
fuftering fcveral fqualls of wind, rhey landed 
in the province of Efionia, Four days after, 
two barks being forced into Hogland by fhtfi 
of weather, thole who had been left there took 
this opportunity of being carried with the re- 
maining baggage and horfes to the continent, 
where they fafely arrived on the 2:4th, and af- 
ter having (laid fome days to refrefh them- 
selves, proceeded from thence to Revel, which 
they reached on the fecond of November, 

Revel is a port town of Livonia, and the ca- 
pital of Eftoxia or Eaft: Land. It is lituated in 
24 eaft longitude, and in 59 north latitude, 
upon the fouth entrance of the Gulph of Fin- 
land. It is a large city, and, as it has one 
of the moll commodious harbours in the £al* 
tic , was for above 300 years a member of the 
Han/eat ic League. The caftle is built up- 
on a rock, and is furrounded by precipices 
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on all fides, except towards the city. The 
inhabitants profefs the Lutheran religion, and 
their ecclefiaftical affairs 'are managed by a 
Confiftory and Superintendant. Their poli- 
tical conftitutiwi is democratical ; the Magi- 
ftrate being obliged in affairs of moment to 
take the advice of the chief men ,of all the 
Corporations. 

Livonia is bounded by the Guflph of Fin- 
land on the north ; by Ingria and Great Novo- 
gorod on the eaft ; by Lithuania and Courland 
on the forth ; and by the Baltk .on the weft. 
It is about 160 miles long, and 120 broad; 
and is ufualiy divided into Efionia, and Let- 
tenland or Leftieia* Its chief towns are Revel, 
Narva, and Riga, which have all good har- 
bours. Livonia abdfends in all forts of grain, 
and metre particularly in wheat, the grounds 
having been much improved and fitted for til- 
lage by letting the great forefts on fire, the 
ames of which have enriched the foil. They 
have alfo abundance of cattle and fowl, which 
are much cheaper here than in Germany; a hare 
being fold for four pence, and a heath-cock 
for fix pence. 

The inhabitants of Linwnia were involved 
in the darknefs of Paganifm till the twelfth 
century, and inoft of them ace ftill fo addicted 
to their pagan fuperftitions, as fcarce to de- 
fcrve the name or Chriftianu The ordinary 
women of Eftonia wear their petticoats with- 
out plaits, and on their backs have little brafs 
chains, with counters of the fame metal hang- 
ing at the ends. Thofc who have tlie wn&.- 
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tion to appear in a high rank have a 
of plates of filver, of the Jizc of c 
half crown pieces but no thicker than 
of a knife ; and upon the breaft hang 
large as a trencher. Both men and w< 
c loathed either in coarfe woollen fluff 
and their ihoes are either of the bark 
* r of raw lea t her . Maids wear not 
their heads, but let their hair hang c 
like men. 

The ceremonies after marriage are pc 
thcnifelves; for if a country fellow ma 
nf another town or village, he goes th 
harfeback, fets her behind him, anc 
her clalp him round with hcrripht an 
iiig in his hand a ftkk cleft at the ern 
piece of brafs money in it, which he 
Jam who opens a wicket, through whi 
to pais* Before him rules a per] on ph 
si bagpipe, ~nd two of his friends wii 
fword , who llrike with them twice ag 
door of the houfe where the marriage 
confummn:ed. As foon as the bridej 
feared, one of the f wo ids is ftuck in 
over his head, to prevent the checls of 
for which pnrpoie the bride alfc fcatte 
little pieces of red cloth on the road, e 
at the crofs ways, and upon the graves 
children as have died without baptifm, 
commonly buried in the highway. T 
fits at tabic with a veil over her facet 
fore the gueih have been long feaN 
both rife and go to bed* but return ab 
Jiours after, and fit down with the xei 
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fealt is concluded with dancing and drinking, 
till they fall down upon the floor. 

To this account of Livonia by the Secretary 
of the Embafly, let it be added, that dreadful 
were the calamities fufrered by this fertile 
country in the beginning of the prefent cen- 
tury ; for while the Ruffians and Swedes were 
contending for its dominion, the Czar Peter 
the Great, fearing that he mould be unable to 
keep the pofleffion of that part he had taken 
from the Swedes, fuffered the Calmucks and 
other Tartars in his army to commit unparal- 
lelled barbarities : and afterwards, when he 
had conquered the whole country, obferving 
that the natives were fonder of their old mat- 
ters than of the Ruffians, he cruelly compelled 
the inhabitants to abandon the place of their na- 
tivity* driving multitudes of them in chains to 
the confines of the Cafpian Sea. The Cza- 
rina Catharine, who was born in Livonia, after- 
wards prevailed on him to recal them ; but 
inoft of them perifhed before the publication 
of the editt : and other Ruffian nations being 
introduced here* it remains in the pofleffion 
of Elixabetb the prefent Czarina. 

But to proceed : A Page who had been fent 
to Gottorp for new credentials, and one of the 
Interpreters who had been difpatched to Mo/- 
tow with an account of the fhipwreck of the 
Ambafladors, being returned, they fent their 
baggage in 31 fledges, and a few days after 
followed them. On the jth of March they ar- 
rived at Narva, a large city and port of Livo- 
nia, fituated in the diftridt of AlUntaktn* wp^. 
Vol. XIU. L ** 
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the river Nwrva, which rifes out Cif t 
PeifmS) and two leagues below the tm 
into the Gulph of Finland. About half \ 
above this town is a cataract, the w. 
which break with fuch violence upon th 
that a kind of dewy cloud riling up hi 
the air t affords, in a fusfhiny day* the 
ance of a rainbow* This river divides 
from Raffia* There is a ftrong c a file 
fame fide of the river as the town, ane 
other fide is the caille of Jaanpgvr&d* \ 
the Moft&vim on a fteep rock* which 
kind of peninfula. Betwixt R&vtl and 
are abundance of bears -and wolves w* 
very dangerous in winter, when the gi 
covered with fnow. 

They lefc Nttrv* on the. 7th of Mart 
having received news on the 9th, wh 
were at Qrlm that the Ruffian TrillafF 
far them on the frontiers, they immedia 
cut to meet him, and, having 1 travcllet 
a league, found him in a woodcutter 
34 Strelitzm and 90 fledges. The Pri 
fooner perceived the AmbaiTadors ali 
but he c^me out of his fledgev cloathi 
veil of flowered velvet, with a gold char 
his brca.li, hli upper giirmern being lim 
fables. They advanced flowly to me 
other, till coming up together the A rub 
pulled off their hats, when the Priilaf 
AnibajfaJwSi Bewtcwtrtdi and being tc 
he faw they were fo, he began to read 
per* " Knes ptt& jfk#i&Wtx Repute 
"* wade ofNovogorodj ha&fent me an or*i 
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e Great Lord Czar* and Grand Duke, &fr. 
receive the AmbaiTadors Philip Crujius and 
to Bmgman> and to accommodate you with 
rfes, carriages, provisions, and all other 
ce&uies for the continuation of your jour- 
y to Nwogorod) and thence to Mofc&w" 
le AmbaiTadors returned him thanks, and 
wing given them the precedency, accom- 
rd them to Nwogorod, which is 40 German 
les from Narva. They arrived there on 
i-itb, when the Priftaff took the prece- 
y of the Ambafladors, for which he had 
ved exprefs orders from the Waywode of 
gcrod* 

his city is fituated in a fpacious plain, upon 
Iver Wolcojfc which riling from the lake of 
r, half a league above the city, and crofling 
ake of Ladoga, -is augmented by the river 
a, and difcharges itfelf into the Gulph of 
vtd. It abounds in all forts of fifti, but 
:ially in bream. The city was formerly 
a-ned by its own Prince, who was inde- 
lent of the Czar of Mofcovy. Here the 
s Towns had their office ; for the river be- 
navagable from its fource, and the country 
d about abounding in honey, flax, hemp, 
at, wax, and Ruffia leather, which is better 
ed here than- in any other part of Mafcwy, 
became the chief trading city of all the 
th ; it being anciently a proverb, Who can 
% God, ami tbtgntt city of Ncwgorad? In- 
t from the number of its iteeples, and the 
*of the walls, it Efficiently appears, that 
as of muck la*g«r extent tkasi *fc ^Wv* 
L % «^ 
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and wittrtt^pap^ 

The, csftfe, which it on.thr ,oAer&fc«oftlie 
river, it the rejidence of 4»Gfeto»qtv satis 
joined to the city by a bridge;: ^Gaftrfsfcw 
the cafUe is the moftalejy pi£uAfUmH*1to 
the Ufa?** pretend cam* frow f *s%* 4*ra 
the TV&src anil then ; Ailing «rrct d»V fifci^pai 
•a miJJ ? ^e carte op their. tinr:to,JbvptH 
They ajfo; fry, that meeting . trftkftiee Hw^ 
men in this river, he agree** with thej* far*}* 
firft draught they fbonld take* wAfch:p*»Jssj 
a cjeit of jmeft's veftments,. hooka, MM 1 
ney, he bellowed the laft in building ftcfeijpt 
where he liei interred ; and many imradetfct 
faid to be wrought there by Jiia body* Th 
pilgriins have been fo liberal in their giftvft 
this chape], that a great monaftery has tea 
erected near it. In the chape) they fherft 
mill-itone, faid to be that upon which. St. .4* 
tbony performed his voyage. "■■'** 

While they were at Novogoro/, the Goyemor 
and others made them feveral prefents of ie- 
frefhments, in return for which the Ambafi- 
dors presented the Governor with a coach* 
Having ftaid in thU city five days, they nrc- 
ceeded forward on the 16th of March, ana oa 
the 23d reached Twer, when the fnow begia- 
sing to melt, they left their fledges, and travel- 
led fix leagues upon the Volga to Gerwfa* f atf 
then the ice beginning to give way, they con* 
tinned their journey by land, till they arrive* 
at NicoluDarebnay within two leagues ofMtfmn 
where they received the Cult's orders for dfctjj 
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Dtry, which was made the next day in the fol- 
ding order. 

In we front marched 24 Cofacis, who had 
itherto been their guard $ then the fteward to 
he Ambafladors ; next followed their officers 
nd gentlemen,three abreaft ; then three trumpe- 
ers, with filver trumpets; then fix carabineers, 
bllowed by the Ambaffadors in two fledges, 
trith fix partizans on both fides. The fledges 
vere followed by the pages ; then came the reft 
>f the train on horfeback, and afterwards . the 
wggagc. 

peing come within half a league of the city, 
hey were met by feveral companies of Mofeo- 
vites, Tartars and Germans, who having taken 
1 view of them, returned to the city ; and foon 
iffcer feveral troops of Mofcovite horfe advanc- 
ing, encompaffed them on all fides, and pro- 
ceeded with them towards Mo/cow. At the 
diftance of about an Englijh mile from the gates 
they were met by two Priftaffs followed by the 
Czar's Mafter of the Horfe, with twenty white 
led horfes, and a great number of attendants. 
They were no fooner come within twenty paces 
of the Ambaffadors, but they let them know 
that they muft alight and come to them, and 
would not leave their fledges, nor uncover 
jthemfelves, till the Ambaffadors had done both ; 
for if the Priftaffs had negle&ed thefe puncti- 
lios, they would nQt only have been turned out 
of their places, but have been feverely whipt 
or cudgelled. The Priftaffs then complimented 
the Ambaffadors in the name of the Czar, and 
Jefting. them know that he had granted them 



xtg cnrcrca tneir loagmgs* i TO 
ana drinks ware knmeaktefy 
from the Czar's kitchen and 
ward* dieir duly allowance was 
doors of their houfe guarded by s 
ju» Steelkaere, till they had tl 



On the 3d of Af*& they went 
sneir.aaft public audience throi 
Stadfeseea, who made a late ft* 
tavthtcafilev After this aucfiew 
•cbaJAed m contplisaents of than 
they attuned 10 their lodgings, 
Lmt, esse of the Caar's carvers 1 
wkk ^daaos of fried aad be 
twdses fcmof fiquor* ftr their 
return ithe Amhaflmdors made th< 
lent .of <a> piece of gilt plate, s 
crowns to each of the peribns wl 
£(h and liquors. 

n« «*- ~*u ~r **— •/ .1.— i.-j 
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Ae c*ftle»gftte, where two fmall theatres were 
eredted for that purpose ; one for them, and 
the other for the Ferfian Ambafiador* who fat 

VVnHML txiem* 

After the feovice was performed io our Lady's 
church, the Czar and; Patriarch came from 
theaeeouf of the ca(He in the following order* 
Firft appeared a boarded chariot, which was ve- 
*y large, bat low, drawing after it a tree, on 
which hung many apples, figs, and grapes, and 
within it roar little boys with fnrphces finging; 
Hofaamu Then came a coniiderable number 
of Priefts in their furplices and copes, with 
banners, crofles, and pi&ures fattened to lon^ 
poles ; fome of them finging, and others caft* 
ng incenfe among the people. They were fol- 
lowed by the Czar's Fadors, and thefe by the 
Diaken, Clerk, Secretaries, Knez, and Boy- 
ars, with branches of palm in their hands; 
after whom came the Czar himfelf,with a 
crown on his head, and mail magnificently 
drafted ; fupported by his two principal Coun- 
sellors of nate, and leading by the bridle the 
Patriarch's horle, which was covered with cloth, 
and drefled up like an afs. The Patriarch 
had a white round fattin cap adorned with 
pearls, and about it a very rich coronet ; and 
in his right hand he carried a crofs richly fet 
with diamonds, with which he gave his bene- 
dieHon to the fpeQators. He was furrounded 
by fome Metropolitans and Bifhops, and 
•followed by a great number of Priefts with 
books and centers in their hands. Fifty boys 
were feen to lean their red caffocks on the 
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ground, while others fpread pieces of < 
an ell fquare, along the way where d" 
ceflion pafled, 

The Czar being come oppofite the 
where the twoAmbaiTadors were placed, 
and Tent his interpreter to inquire aft 
health , and {laid till their an fwer was' 
him. The proceflion then proceeded 
church, and having continued there ab 
an hour j returned hack tp the caftle. Ti 
arch is obliged to prefent the C^ar with 
of 400 crowns, for the honour he does 
this occafton, in leading the horfe on v 
rides* This ceremony is obferved on 1 
day throughout all Moficuy^ the Govgj 
the provinces and the Metropolitans 
ing the places of the Czar and Patiiar 
On the j 7th of yfyW/the Ambaffad 
them celebrate Eaftcr Day with groat 
ings, which chiefly con fill in feafting 
bauchery, the public heufes being fdlt 
day, and the ftreets at night, with tlrunl 
pie, as well ccclefiafl.ks as laics of bot 
On this day many fell printed e g£ s » W 
fourteen days after the Mofcc^viies fend 
fents to their friends, and if during ti 
they happen to meet, they kifs witB tl 
tat ion, C trifles wm threft, that is, Cht 
fin: to which the others an fiver, Wvl 
cbreft* Truly fa is rijln : when he th 
fir it, prefent s an egg to the other, wl 
well as the kifs, no body, of what fex, 
quality foevcr, dares to rcfufe. Tf 
him fell ore ferity fuch eggs to his j 
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Lords, and on Eafter Day, before he goes to 
church, he vifits the prifons, and orders an 
<cgg and fome (heep-fliin fur to be given to each 
01 the prifoners, telling them that this is a day 
of rejoicing, find Chrtfi <wbo died for their fins 
frn&wrifen again; 

The two Ambafladors had afterwards feve- 
ral conferences with the Czar's Commilfio- 
.ners. After which he went into the country, 
and on the 15 th returned with the Czarina, at- 
tended by a great retinue of Lords and Ladies, 
Among whom 36 Maids of honour rode aflride 
on horfeback cloathed in red, with white hats 
on their heads, fcarves of the fame colour 
about their necks, and their faces very indclU 
cately painted. 

On the 20th of June the Ambafladors receiv- 
ed notice by the Priftaff, that they were at li* 
berry to continue their journey into Perfia 
wheneverthey pleafed, and at their return they 
(hould have the honour of kifling his Majefty's 
handy and of receiving an anfwer to their cre- 
dentials. Accordingly they made all neceffary 
preparations for their departure; provided 
themfelves with boats to carry them to Nifa, 
and, with the Czar's permiffion, took three 
Lieutenants, four Serjeants, and twenty-three 
common foldiers, who were Scots and Germans, 
and belonged to his guards, into their fervice, 
p> proved them again** the Tartars upon the 
Volga : they alfo hired fome Mofcovites for their 
Ordinary fervants. 

CHAP. 
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e H A R. II. 

A partkuhrDefcriptkn ^MofcOW, &m£ofthe€l> 
matt* Product* and Inhabitants &f Moitovjr j 
with ran \ Account of tbtir Dtrfi, Manners and 
Cuff wis- The Ceremonies of Baptifin and Mar* 
rtagif tfx Lord*s Supper* and their Bmidu 
The Qrdrn of tkir Ptiep. Their Chmrkt 
dtferibed* and the Manner in which the. Mof- 
covitea behave in them* 

Jf jtOSCOFY receive* its name from Che 
Jf/£ river Mafia or Mofco*wa t which arifitig 
in the province of T<wer f divider the 
fuburb called Streiitxa Stawoda from the city, 
and, after joining the river Occa near CoIvrmtOf 
falls into the Folga* It is fituated in the very 
heart of Mqft&vfi and contains about 401,000 
honfea, all of which, except thofe belonging 
to the great Lords and rich merchant^ are 
built of wood, and commonly covered with 
the bark of trees, upon which turf is Tome* 
times laid* This manner of building render* 
them very fubjedt ta take Ire-, fc t&W <leJ» 
fcaree pales a month lmr feme hum fttett M 
reduced ce allies; btKttivmedyd& jnoonfe* 
nience, they may buy new* toe* ready *aifl£ \ 
an eafyrate. ' * : > 11 

The-ftreets of M^*w are very bmrfHMt 
the leaft rain renders them fo extremely dirty# 
that they' would be farce fafiMe, were it M& 
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Tor large beams laid together, which form a 
kind of bridges. 

In order to give a more perfect view of this 
City, it improper to obfcrve, that it is divided 
into four diftind quarters, the firft of which is 
called CatayroM, from its lying in the middle of 
die reft, and being divided from them by a brick 
wall. The river Mo/ca rims on the fouth fide 
of this quarter, as the river Negltrta, which 
flows into the other behind the caftle, does on 
the north. The Great Duke's palace, which 
belongs to the caftle, refembles a confiderable 
city, and takes up one half of this quarter. It 
is- fortified with three feveral walls, and a good 
ditch well provided with cannon. All the 
ftecples within the caftle are covered with, gilt 
oopper, Among which, there are two that ftand 

C* within the middle, one remarkable for its 
ght, and the other for its great bell, which 
weighs 36,300 pounds, and is never tolled 
but upon extraordinary occafions, when twenty- 
lour men are always employed to pull the rope 
below, in the court, and feveral others above 
wha labour in thrufting it forward. The royal 
.palace, that of the Patriarch, and fome others 
.belonging to the chief. Boyars, ftand at the far- 
ther end of the caftle. There is alfo a. noble 
edifice built with ftone after the Gothic man- 
ner, for the young Prince. The Czar, how- 
ever, continues in his wooden palace on ac- 
count of its being efteemed more healthy. The 
.exchequer, the magazine of powder, and the 
ftore-houfe for provifions, are within the caftle. 
.There are here alfo two monaftcd^ fat t&«^ 



ill 



,i! 



i 



the walls is another church 
Bl eiTed Trinity, and by fbmc 
built by order of the Czar Jo* 
had the cruelty to caufe the 
teel to be put out, to prever 
any thin? like it for the fate 
The chief market of the < 
cattle, where there appears 
of people of all ranks, anc 
tjicre, and in all the ftreets 
is obfervablc, that every trad 
ftatioh, there' lein£ not the 
of thofe who fell different co 
The fecond quarter, which 
xner in the manner of an hal 
the City Royal, and is encom 
Here is the arfenal and the-pL 
Czar*s great guns : fome of 
their houfes in this quarter : 
Czar's (tables, and the reft 
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wooden houfes, which are no fooner purchafed, 
than they ace taken in pieces and removed to 
she places where they are wanted- . 
. The fourth quarter, which lies to the fouth, 
tra. the oppofite fide of the river Mofca, is for- 
tified with wooden ramparts and baftions, and 
i a appointed for the habitations of the Strelit- 
aers, or the Czar's guards ; and here many of 
■the poorer fort of the people live. 

The air about Ma/coav is very healthy, fo 
that the people fcarce know what the plague or 
other epidemical difeafes are ; but the cold is 
fo exceffive, that many feel its effe&s, by the 
loft of their nofes, hands, or feet ; and our 
-Author was an eye witnefs that fpittle would 
freeze in falling to the ground : but notwith- 
standing this, ne obferved that the fpring is 
BOt much more backward than in Germany ; 
for the fnow which- covers the ground is very 
inftrumental in promoting vegetation. The 
ice and fnow render the ways to (mooth, that 
the people find no inconvenience in travelling 
in their fledges, which being well lined with 
coarfe cloth, and thofe within them cloathed 
: witb good furs, they are rather inclined to 
fweat than to feel the cold, even in the mid ft 
of winter. Their horfes are alfo. very! fit for 
this cxercife; for though they are low, they are 
fwift and hardy, and will travel eight, ten or 
• even twelve leagues without halting, fo that a 
perfon may be conducted in this manner 50 
leagues by a country fellow for three or four 
crowns. 

Vol. XIII. ^ ^^ 



gravelly, tbecomtry^pioduccfli 
pafture than the inhabitants, are 
some. It is Qbfervabk, that tho 
^^JUmifkm in Lw*mm,jUuAt 
ritottot «f Utfcm% we Anlyic 
?kcr<ttw9«% dtedUftrencexittli 
-ptrcemUe, immediately npa 
iriirer. jlnijigfrty^^i^./ani 
•pom *<ef idvmuh i Aoy ^do v not- 
ithjpe wfeeks t before ^mMfiwimti 
ii tpiiting to long abqre the! ho 
N^fotrfetfe and<iip*M» ;«k 
*v& in ^iupff ; The dtow^x* 
*^ce4^«fyihdL»«fteritkni 
9«cnirflMaw:d^.ttmf f owh 
inith ttnfthV IhconY3tnienciea*i whj] 
icxnj'theio in dtyiariiraklvitD 
The voantty absut Mcfcow 
sforti of frait, <as apples, cherri 
•godftbeme»;ibat thefe not be 



»ws' a kind of gourds which have fome re<- 
iblance to a Iamb, and is fattened to the 
>and with a- ftalk that reprefents the navel- 
ng. It is pretended that it changes its place 
growing*, as far as the ftalk will reach, and 
erever it turns, the graft withers ; which the 
/coxites fay is oecaiioned by its feeding, 
fey alio maintain, that when it ripens, the 
k decays, and the outward rind is covered 
Ji a kind of hair : fome of thefe (kins were 
wn the Ambafladors, covered with a ibfc 
ling wool, not unlike that of a lamb newly 
fried, on which account they call this fruit 
rantx> or a lamb. 

Honey and wax are a principal produce of 
ferny, the woods abounding witfc them to 
:fr a degree, that befides the vaft quantities 
ifttmed by the Mojcovitei in mead and wax- 
idles, they a&nnally export above 29,000 
intalsof wax, each quintal being 100 weight. 
The extenfive fbrefts of this* country furnifh 
I numbers of hcathcocks, pheafants, par- 
ages, wild geefe and ducks : (wans and 
rons are not much valued here ; and as for 
ails* fieldfares, thrufhes, larks and other 
ail birds, they do not think them worth 
sing. Storks are not found either in Mbfcwy 
Livonia ; but they have many forts of birds 
prey, as falcons, taflels, &c. whkh in the 
>re northern provinces are white. There are 
re many elks and wild boars : their hares 
; generally grey, but in fome provinces they 
rn white in winter, a* they do in Lruenia; 
a ugh in Cturlandt which i* divided fat\vt 
M z «*** 



! 







i 



124 TRAVELS *f the Holftein Jmb^i 
t>nly by the river D-wina, the hares neva 
their colour. 

They have fuch plenty of tygers, 
bears, wolves, fables and martens, th; 
ikins make up the moil confide rabie 
the trade of the country. 

The Mqftwhes are for the moil p; 
corpulent and well fet ; great beards wit] 
chios hanging over their lips are held : 
veneration % They have wide and ttic 
without any gathering in the neck, 
lined with a triangular piece from the fl 
down to the reins, commonly fewed wi 
fon filk, and foine have fringes of i, 
colour in the feams and under the a 
The collar is about an inch broad, wl 
well as In other parts that are expofed i 
the richer fort embroider with filk or g 
fallen the collar with two large pearls, 
gold or ftlver buttons. Their breec 
very Urge, and over thefe they wear 
coat which reaches down to the kn 
fleeves of which are fo long that they fc 
into many plaits : the collar of this w 
being above half a quarter of an ellhigl 
part of the head behind^ and h commoi 
with plufh or fattin, Over this the) 
clofc- bodied coat which reaches dow 
the mid-leg ; both thcie arc generally 
calJico, tarfety, damaik or fauin, acco; 



* Peter the Great obliged them to cut 
boards, f a that they now generally ws 
*v£fJEkcrs, 
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the quality of thofe who wear them. Thefe 
coats have a kind of broad cape which fall a 
down upon their fhoulders, upon which the 
richer fort have gold and filver buttons with 
loops. Whenever they go abroad, they wear 
Over this drefs a kind of robe, which reaches 
down to their heels, of a violet or dark green 
cloth ; but the Knez and Boyars have them of 
damafk, fattin, and other rich filks. Inftead 
of hats the Mofcvuitts wear caps, which per fons 
of quality upon public occanons have of fables, 
or the fur of black foxes, half an ell high ; 
but thofe they ufe in common are velvet lined 
with furs, with narrow brims, trimmed with 
gold and filver loops, or embroidered and 
adorned with pearls : the common people are 
contented with a cap made of fluff, which they 
wear in fummer, and in the winter they wear 
cloth ones lined with fheep-fkins with the 
wool on. Their boots are made of RuJJla lea- 
ther, and are fhort with peaked toes # . 

Children of both fexes under ten years of 
age have their hair cut, except two locks over 
their temples, their (ex being difcovered only 
by the girls wearing in .their ears brafs or filver 
rings. The married women put their hair up 
under their caps, but the maids wear it in two 
trefles, which hang down behind with a crim- 
fon ribbon tied to the end. The habit of the 
Mofcavite women principally differs in the large - 

* Peter the Great caufed >ieveral alterations to 
be made in the c loath s of his fubje&s, fo that 
they" now drefs more like the reft of iktEurof tans. 

M 3 **S* 
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jnefs of their coats, which are wider than ttak 
of the men. The ladies have them trinoaei 
with rich gold, filver or filk lace, or with goM 
or filver loops. Their ileeves are fo made, 
that they may either be put on, or ftifered to 
hang by. They wear no waiftcaat, nor d* 
high collar the men are fo proud of. Tldr 
fmock-fleeves are four or five dlh long, MM 
upon their arms. Their caps are generally of 
damaflc, or plain or flowered fettin, and fane* 
times embroidered with gold or five*, ait 
lined with the fur of caftors, the fcair of whiA 
covers a great part of their foreheads ; bat tte 
maids have their caps commonly lined with fc* 
fkins. 

As for the peafants of Mojaw^, &ef ffttr 
fcarce any thing but coarfe canvas, 4h4 ft** 
formed of the barks of trees, wrought like Off 
baiket-work, which they make themftivet, 
every peafant being his own flioemaker. 

The Mofcovites, as well thofe in an higher 
as in a lower rank, are very {paring in their 
housekeeping. Their ordinary nouihold-'goods 
ieldom exceed three or four pots, and as many 
wooden or earthen difhes. Some few of the 
richer fort have pewter ; but fcarce any film, 
except fome drin king-cups, and thofe (6 ill kept, 
that they look like lead. They fometimes hmg 
their rooms with mats. Some perfons of dua- 
lity lie upon feather-beds, the reft upon quilts, 
and the common people upon chaff or ftraw, for 
want of which they make ufe of their cloaths, 
which, in the fummer, they lay upon a bench i 
or table § and in the winter upon their ftove^ j 
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MA ate fiat on the tup ; the whole family 
lung fqoeezed together in the fame room : and 
in the country, the hogs and poultry are alfo 
admitted. 

They are ftrangers to the delicacies of the 
■ore leathern nations : their common food is 
cotrfc meat, turnips, eoleworts and cucumbers, 
hot* ftefli and pickled ; and their chief dainty 
is fHh, which from its being ill farted finells 
lery fturog. They are fufficiendy flocked with 
cows and flieep, and their fbrefts furnifti them 
with very fat (Wine ; but as the greateft part 
of the year is taken up with lairs, they are 
fcacroflomed to fiih and puWe, that they neg- 
kft fielh, and like their fiih, herbs and pnMc 
amch better. After hard drinking the M$fc*- 
«fa* mix roafted veal with pickled cucumber*, 
pepper and vinegar, and eat it the next morn- 
mg for their breakfaft. 

Their ordinary drink is a kind of final! 
mead ; befides which they generally take a 
dram of brandy, both before and after their 
meals) but perfons in fuperior rircumftances 
have feveral forts of wine and ftrong March 
beer, whkh they keep in fnow all the fummer 
in the following manner. They firft make a 
bed of ice and fnow mixed together, upon 
which they place their barrels ; upon thefethey 
lay another bed of ice and fnow, and another 
tow of barrets, which they cover with ftraw 
and planks, that ferve inftead of a vault, their 
cellars being uncovered. 

They generally prefer a ftrong kind of me- 
thegUa to wine* This liquor they prepare 
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with cherries , ftrawbcrries, mulberries or nf- 
berries, the hit of which is moft pleafant. Tkf 
put the raJberries in water for two or three 
nights , till It has extracted all their talk' and 
colour : into this infufion they put feme oft 
fineft honey, to each pound of which they add 
three or four pints of water, according as' th<rj 
would have it Wronger or weaker, and to mak* 
it work, put into it a to ait dipped in the dregi 
of beer, which they take out as ibon as it 
begins to ferment, for fear of giving the liquet 
an ill tafte. If they would keep it working a 
pood while, they fet it in a warm place; and 
if they would have il only for prefent life, the/ 
put it into a cool room. To add to the fla- 
vour, they fometimes put in a little bar filled 
with cinnamon, grains of paradife, andafetf 
clove;, 

Drunkcnnefs Is fo common a vice in Mofavh 
that fcarce any body is exempt from it, for the 
brandy they take at their meals commonly in- 
troduces a debauch, Nay, the vulgar air fo 
much addicted to this vice, that our Author 
frequently faw them come out of their tippling- 
houfes quite naked, and without the leafi fhamc, 
covering the parts which in other countries 
people are taught to conceal, with only a hand- 
ful of herbs. The women are no lefs admitted 
to this vice than the men, nothing being more 
common among them than to follow their hut- 
bands to the tippling-houfe, where they will 
be fure to make the cup go merrily round, and 
when their hufbands are fallen afleep upon the 
floor, they even feat themfelves upon them. 
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■id continue drinking till they tumble dowa 
among them. 

TkeMefcovitei are extremely quarrellbme and 
abnfive; but though they vent their paflion 
with fuch noife, that a (Iranger would imagine 
itimpoffible for them to part without blood- 
fed, yet they feldom draw blood, unlefs it be 
with afwitch or a blow with their fills ; thev 
generally (atisfy their revenge with a kick 
«r two on the belly. Indeed, if a quarrel 
happens between perfons of dillinction, they 
decide it on horfeback, but not with fword and 
ptftol ; the greatefl ftretch of their refentment 
srifing no higher than to fight it out with a 
good whip. 

The bafe difpofitxon of the Mofcovites, the 
neannefs of their education, and that Hate of 
Atvery in which all from the higheft to the 
lowed: are born, have fuch an effect upon them, 
that nothing but the cudgel and whip can bring 
them to reafon ; and from this flavifh chafttfe- 
ment, even the greatefl Boyars are not exempt- 
ed, who make no fcruple of confefling that they 
ate the Czar's (laves. As they have an utter 
averfion to the manners and cuftoms of all 
foreigners, they are infenfible of the liberty 
which other nations enjoy ; and the profound 
reverence they pay to their fuperiors after they 
have received a good cudgelling, is an infallible 
demonftration of the (laviftmeis of their dif- 
poiitions. 

As the Lords are abfolute Haves to the Czar, 
fo they keep a great number of (laves of their 
own, both in their country- houfes acid £wa^> 
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and in their fervice m the city, who in 

night frequently commit great difordera in 
Arrets ot Mqfepwi and alfo make the 
about that city very unfafe for travellers^ 
they rr>b and murder without reir, 
flaves are fold by their matters, in 
manner as we do out horfes and cows; 
a father may difpofe of hb' fon for his owu»& 
vantage; which, however, they fddom do, he* 
lefs it be to farisfy thLir creditors. 

The grearctt pride of perfons of quality In 
Mtfccvi dontfifb in tkvir retinues, which how- 
ever, put them to no great expenee \ for iW 
they fometimes keep fifty or fixty ilaves, have 
a good number of horfes, and alfo plenty ctf 
provifions, beer, mead, and other liquors it 
their tables, yet they are fu-nHhcd with evert 
thing from their farms, which are cultivated 
by flaves, who ftand them in very Iltde read? 
money, Befides, moll of the entertainments <£ 
the Boyars and Governors of places are ovlj 
made for thofewho ftand in need of their fa- 
vour, and are obliged in return to make verr 
confiderable prefents. When at theft enter- 
tainments they intend to mew a more than or- 
dinary refpect to their friends, they pgnmt 
them to fee and falute their wivesv Our Au- 
thor having dined with Count Leu j$kxa>tder& 
Sfa&oiv, that nobleman introduced him iaio 
Another room, where his Lady was richly 
dreffed in her wedding cloaths, and attended 
by a gentlewoman with a bottle in her ha*d: 
the Lady bid her fill a filver cup, and taking £ 
from her, put it to her li\>s, and deJired hi* 
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rink it off, .which' .be baying ftae.ifhm 
s* the Count :d;fircd bim to Mi& Jwr, 
ji he did, ,a£tsr iwhich .fhe.prefenifld.him 
. a handkerchief, .embroidered round .the 
>s with gold* fitoer.and filk, and adarocd 
i^a deep fringe. 

We is fcarce &MoJ<ovite y of whatiquality 
er, but has his.afternoQn?s:fleep,.fat which 
>n the {hops are. always: flutf,..up after 
ter. 

'hey are .alfo extremely ; fond of bathing, 
igh their public baths. are but very indu- 
atly fitted up." Our tAjuthor went incog- 
:ioto one of tl^em,ithat .was only .parted 
1 that belonging to. the. other, iex. by, a icw 
boards, wh^ch not .being well joined, he 
d eafily fee. all that pau^;.andihtfidcs, 
e.was only one door, for the men .and wo- 
i.togo in and. out of the water. Some 
both fexes who are moftmodeil .hide their 
ednefs with a handful jof leaves fofekedin wa« 
jhut thereft appear naked without the: lead 
qern ; nay, fbjne,of the. women came in this 
iner to fpeakwkh their huibands in the men's 
i. ,Itis fnrorizing ,to, fee them come out 
uch an intenfe degree of heat, and iuddenly 

into the cold water, or have it poured up* 
.them, or in the winter roll in tfeeihow, 
then return again into the ftoves, .which is 

pra&ifejd by the Finlatidtrs who live in Li- 
im* This can .Qnly.be afcribed to cuftom, 
ch rendering.it habitual, makes them not 
•nfible of the opBofite qualities of heat And 
i as other people ;. for our Author obfervod 
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at Harm** that the M$fh*vitt hoys < 
nine, or ten years of age, ftand for half 
together bare- footed upon the ice, with 
complaining of the cold. 

Their religious ceremonies ought n< 
con fide red. And here it is proper to t 
ved, that the Mqfc&viu* have the BibU 
in the Sclavtwiau tongue, which much r 
the German* They pay a particular r 
the books of the Evangelills, and nev 
them without marks of refpeft and vci 
Bat though they make the Holy Scrip 
rule of their faith, they alfo adhere tc 
vea fir ft general Councils, and the G 
thers, efpe dally to the works of j 
Great, Gregory of Na^Jan^eti 7 Joi^t C* 
and Ephraim the Syrian ; but the late 
cils they conilder as iufeclcd with here 
mong the doctors of their own chur 
tec an extraordinary value on the wr 
one Nichoiai SuJarnvit^ whofe memor; 
bra ted twice a year* They alfo rec 
Jfi&Jilai the Nkm 9 and Athanafian 
When any point of religion is to be 
they rlrft have reccurfe to the Scriptu; 
to the feven Councils, and l&lUy to i\ 
mentioned Fathers ; but difputes are di 
ed only by the Patriarch of Mo/co-vy* 
Priefts read the New TefUment and thi 
of David in their churches ; but the n 
OldTeftament they think contains mar 
not fit to be known by the vulgar, 1 
ver pretend to explain texts of Script 
confeqtizmly allow of tvq ^teaching; 



through KloscoVV into Persia. ■' 133 
their opinion that public orations in the pulpit, 
being fall of fubtleties, create only miiunder- 
ftanaings and misinterpretations. '" 
- With refpect to baptifm, as they acknowlege 
themfelves conceived and born in fin, they bap- 
tize their children immediately after they are 
born : if they are weak this is done at home, 
•but if well in the church, the child being re- 
ceived at the church door by the Prieft, who 
iigning his forehead with the fign of the crofs 
fays. The Lord prefer*ue thy coming in and going 
*nt ; and then fattens nine wax candles given 
' him by the godfathers ready lighted round the 
font. Having incenfed the godfathers and con- 
fecrated the water, each of them takes a wax 
candle, and they all walk three times round 
the font, which always ftands in the midft of 
the church, the clerk carrying the picture of 
St. John before them, and the Pried reading 
•out of a book. The Prieft then a&s the god- 
fathers the name of the child, which having 
given him in writing, he puts it upon a picture 
which he holds upon the child's breaft, while 
he mutters certain prayers ; and then a&s whe- 
ther the child believes in God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoft ; and the godfathers 
having anfwered in the affirmative, they imme- 
diately turn their backs to the font, to (hew 
their averfion to the three next queftions, Whe- 
. ther the child fbr&kes the devil, his angels, 
i«i»d his works ? The godfathers anfwer Yes to 
each queftion, and as often fpit upon the 
ground, and then turn again to the font, where 
' the Prieft aflcs, whether they promife the ch&L 
Yol.XUL H SkS 



134 TRAVELS of the Holflein Amhagkdort 
fnall be brought up m the true Greek religion; 
and laying his hands tyjon him, fays, iQ/ mttrf 
this chtU thou unclean fpirit 3 md make room fpr 
the Holy Ghcfl, He then blows upon trie child 
three times to drive away the devil , by whom 
they fuppofe children are poffefted before bap- 
tifm. After this he cuts off a little of the 
child's hair, which he puts into a book ; and 
having aiked the godfathers whether they de- 
foe the child fhould be baptized, he takes him 
naked into his arms, and, dipping him three 
times into the water, makes ufe of the ufoal 
words : / &#pii*& thee in the nape of the 
Father* and of the Stm, and ef the Holy Gfaft* 
He then puts a corn of fait into the child's 
mouth, and making the iign of the croft on 
his forehead, hands, breaft, and back* with 
confecrated oil, puts him on a clean fhirt, faying, 
Thou art as clean from thy original fin as this Jhprt\ 
and hangs a fmall crofs of gold, . filver, or lead, 
according to every one's ability, about his neck, 
with a ilrift charge to wpar it all his Jife-tiirie: 
in which they are fo exacl, that if nofiich.crofi 
is found about a deceafed perfon, they will not 
allow, him, Ghriftian burial. He alfo afiignsa 
peculiar Saint, whom the child is. hereafter; to 
reverence as his patron; and having kifleddle 
child and his godfathers, he exhorts them to 
mutual love. If more children are to, bet bap- 
. tized at itrje fame time, the font is emptied, 
becaufe they imagine the water to. be defiled 
by the original fm of the preceding child. 

Their profelytes who are of age are baptised 
in a river, and three Ura.es plunged over. head 



through Moscovt into Pbr ; sia. 135 
like the children^ on mentioning the Father, 
Sony and Holy Ghoft. Thofe who are inclined 
to change their religion for that of the Mofco- 
vftes are inffiru&ed for fix weeks in -fome con- 
rent, and at- their baptifm are to abjure their 
former religion, to deteft it as heretical, and, 
is a' fign of their abhorrence, to fpit on the 
ground as often as it is named. After their 
taptifm the Czar makes them a prefent of a 
rich Mofcmjidn habit, and allows them a pen- 
Son according to their quality, which induces 
many to embrace that religion. 

The marriage ceremonies are performed in 
he following manner. As the young couple 
ire not permitted to fee, much left to difcourie 
frith each other, thofe who have marriageable 
Children, efpecially daughters, pitch upon a 
ttribn they like, and then addren themftflves 
50 his parents ; by whom if the march is ap- 
proved of, and the young woman is haridfcme, 
rave is perhaps given for fome fentale relation 
t> fee her; but this is not always granted. 
However, all things being agreed upon be- 
wceh the parents, if they are of quality, a 
voman called the Sudctia is appointed by the 
jridegroom's friends, and another by thofe of 
ihe bride, to take joint care of the nuptials, 
vho provide every thing fit for the chamber, 
vhere the new-married couple is to lie. The 
ted is made of forty (heaves of rye laid in 
rood order, encompafled with feveral barrels 
>f wheat, barley, and oats. When all things 
tre. ready, the bridegroom goes late in the 
toning from his houfe, accompanied ^ V^ 
N 2 > «^ 



kindred ; the Prieft, who is to mi 
ing the van on horfeback. The 
at the bride's door by her kind) 
come in, and to fit down at tabl 
three dirties of meat are ferved 
thefe are not to be touched by 
fent. At the upper end of the I 
left for the bridegroom, which 
a young lad appointed for that ] 
the bridegroom is talking wit 
friends : but at length he havin 
the youth by fome prefents to r< 
to him , takes his feat, and th 
drafted is brought in with a veil 
and placed next the bridegroon 
the fame time holding a piece 
tween them, to prevent their fee 
The Suacha then comes in, ai 
ties up her hair in two knots, pu 
her head, and all the ornament! 
woman. The coronet is of leaf- 
gilt, and lined with filk ; having 
near the ears, five or fix rows of 
ing down in firings on her breafl 
garment, which has fleeves an 
wide, is embroidered at the ed 
and filver, efpecially about the i 
is ftifF with embroidery for the h 
inches. They fomttimes beftoi 
crowns upon this robe. The 1 
then pair. red by his Suacha, whi 
who ?.rc prefent fland finging upc 
Then two young men well drefl 
the room a lar^e chcefe laid upo 
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feme loaves, feveral marten-fkins hanging down 
from the bier : and the fame being done on 
the bride's fide, a large diver bafon is fet upon 
the table filled with (mail pieces of fat tin, lit- 
tle pieces of filver, hops, barley and oats, mixed 
together ; which, as foon as the bride's face is 
covered again, are thrown by handfuls by the 
.bride's Suacha among the company, who ga- 
ther them up from the ground, and having re- 
ceived the Prieft's benediction go to church, 
where the young couple Hand upon a piece of 
tafrety, and have a canopy of the fame ulk over 
their heads. Here having made offerings of 
.fried meats, n(h, and paltry, the Prieft gives 
them his benediction, and taking the man by 
his right hand, and the woman by her left, he 
alks them three times, whether they are both 
willing to be married, and to love one another 
as they ought to do. To which having an- 
swered Yes, the whole company join hands, and 
the Prieft fmgs the 128th Pfalm, tbofeprefent 
finging every other verfe, and dancing all the 
time. The Pfalm being ended, he puts a gar- 
land of rue upon the heads of the young couple, 
and, if one of them be a widow or widower, about 
their moulders, faying, Incrtafe and multiply. 
Whom Qod hath joined together , let nomanfeparatt. 
While the Prieft pronounces thefe words, each 
of the people invited to the wedding lights a 
wax candle, and one of them gives a glafs of 
'wine to the Prieft, which he drinks j and the 
married couple having pledged the fame three 
times each, the bridegroom throws down the 
filafs, and he and the bride ttcadiu^ ixwA« 
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their feet fay, May they thus fall mder c 
and hi trodden H pieces f who JhaM endea 
fo*iv drvificn cr dtjtmttnt htttveen us* T 
men then caft fome flax or hemp feed 
young couple, wifhing them much prof 
while fome pull the bride by the rob 
thry would take her away from the bride 
to whom ihe fticlcs fo dofe, that they fe 
able to remove her. 

The marriage ceremony being cndi 
bride returns in a fledge by the light 
torches or wax candles, and the brldegr 
horfeback. The men immediately fit i 
the table which is covered with pre 
while the women conduct the bride I 
chamber, undrefs her, and having put 
bed, come to the bridegroom, and foi 
to rife from the table \ on which he 
dueled to the bride's chamber by fix ■ 
young men, each with a torch in h 
which they itick in the barrels of wl 
barley that Hand round the bed. Tl 
no fooner fees the bridegroom enter tl 
.chamber, than Ihe flips on a mornin 
lined with fur, rifes, meets and falu 
with a low inclination of the head, i 
the firft time of his feeing her face, 
then fit down to a table, where, amor 
provifions, they have a roafted fowl, \fr 
bridegroom pulls afunder, and caftin 
over his moulder that part he lights 
they eat the reft, and then go to be< 
the guefts employ themfelves in feveral 
to promote the Yvap^uitfo <tf \ta new- 
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couple. An old fervant of the houfe, who at* 
tends at the door, comes after a while, and 
dfks whether the bufinefs be done; and the 
bridegroom anfwering yes, the word is given 
for the trumpets and timbrels to ftrike up, 
and thefe found till the new-married couple 
are conducted to the (loves, where they bathe 
themfelves apart. After they have been well 
warned in the bath with Water, mead, and 
wine, the bride fends the bridegroom a fhirt 
richly embroidered, especially at the neck, and 
a rich habit. The two next days they fpend in 
Airth and feftivity. 

Perfons of an inferior condition are fatisfied 
with fewer ceremonies, for the night before the 
wedding the bridegroom fends fome cloaths, 
a comb and a looking-glafs ; and the next day 
the Prieft is brought in by two lads, carrying 
lighted wax candles. As foon as he enters the 
houfe he gives his benedidtion ftrft to the lads, 
and then to the guefts. The young couple 
being fet down at the table, the lads holding 
a piece of taffety between them, the Suacha 
drefles the bride's head, which being done, a 
looking-glafs is brought, and the young couple 
joining their cheeks, look and fmile one upon 
die another, while the two Suachas caft hops 
upon them ; after which they go to church, 
where they are married with the ceremonies 
already mentioned. 

The wedding day may be faid to be the laft 
day of pleafure enjoyed by the Mofcovhe wo- 
men. Their chief employment is embroider- 
ing, fewing, or malting Uttte^wfo>v^^^ 
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injignincant toys ; and they never ftir 

except upon extraordinary occafiom. 
doors their deaths are very mean ; bu 
they appear in public they are rkhfy 
lad generally paint their faces, necl 
arms. The wives of perfons of quali 
in chariots, attended by a great nun 
flaves. But as thofe of the ordinar] 
are debarred the vifits and con ver fat ion < 
by the Europtan women, and feldom 
with houfhold affairs, the only divert 
them is to pafs away the time with theii 
They lay a plank acrofs a block, and o 
ing on each end, they tofs one another 
down. Sometimes they fwing them ft 
ropesj and in country villages they 
fwinging engine, in which four perfo 
divert themfclves at a time. 

As the Mqfc&<uitei elteem marriage 
facred thing, polygamy is forbidden unc 
of death, the Czar himfelf being . 
no more than one wife at a time ; th 
/he proves barren, or brings forth n* 
he may fend her into a monaftery, ant 
another. Second marriages they con J 
allowable, but not very commendable ; 
marriage is not to be undertaken but up 
weighty considerations, arid a fourth is p 
with death. Divorces, however, are v 
qtuent among them, though they canno 
rained without the Bifhop's confent* 
Priefts are not only allowed, but oh 
marry, and they miift marry none but 
vko have a good rtpuuilow. They an 
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ever, forbidden to marry a fecond.time, unlefs 
they will quit their order. 

Perfons of quality adorn the pi&ures of their 
Saints with pearls and precious (tones ; they 
place wax candles before them, and look fled? 
iaftly upon them while at prayers. Whenever 
a Mofcovite comes into a houfe, he looks for 
the Saint before he utters a word, and if he 
does not fee him, afks Where is the Cod? and 
when he has found him, he makes his reve- 
rence, and having faid Lord have mercy upon us, 
goes to the company ; but though in outward 
tew the Mofcovites feem to have great devo- 
tion, not one in ten can recite the Lord's 
prayer, which they fay was inftituted for the 
ufe of perfons of quality, and not for mechanics, 
and that it is enough for them to repeat the 
Gofpodi, or The Lord have mercy upon us. They 
pray for the dead ; not that they believe a 
purgatory, but that it is a means of making 
their fouls wait with more tranquillity for the 
jday of judgment. 

As they imagine that children are regene- 
rated by baptifm, they think they have a right 
to the Lord's fupper, which is adminiftered in 
the following manner. The Prieft going to 
the altar, attended by the Clerk, fays the office 
according to St. BafiVs Liturgy, and then mix- 
ing warm water with the wine, deeps bits of 
bread in the chalice, and then confecrates them 
together. The Prieft takes the bread out with 
a fpoon, and gives it to the communicants, 
little babes having only half the quantity of 
grown people, till they are feven years of age. 
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They alfo give the Eucharifl: to dying j: 
after the extreme u nation ; but When tl 
perfon has taken it, he is neither to hay 
Or any other remedies, unfefs there are ap 
figns of his recovery. The bread uied c 
occasion is leavened* and nuiffc be made 
Prieft's widow* Nobody is admitted I 
holy communion without having prepare* 
felr by the confeflipn of his fins, and 
eight days before, during which they on 
live upon nothing but bread and fmall b 

Beiid'es their ordinary fail days, thei 
four great fails in the year; the firft of 
is forty days before Erffter ; the fecond I 
eight nays after Wbttfanndc^ and ends wi 
feaft of St. Peter and St. Paul\ the third, 
is kept in honour of the Virgin Mary, 1 
on the hrfl of Angnjt^ and lafts till the 1 
the Atfumprion of the Virgin Mary ; ai 
fourth begins on the azth of Ne<vem6et 
Continues till Cbrijhnas* 

They have alfo a kind of carnival, 
lafls eight days, and is called by thei 
Butter week j becaufe after thefe days ai 
pired, they are forbid to eat either butter, 
cheefe or milk ; but daring the time o 
carnival they commit almoft incredible e: 
in drinking, which draws them into all rr 
of crimes. This renders it not fefe fo 
body to pafs the itreets, murders being t 
frequent, that many dead bodies are exnr. 
public^ view, that their friends may tak 
of their interment. 



£h$ir .burials, like their other public aclti- 
, are performed with great ceremony ; for 
foul of the £ck perfon is no fooner depart- 

than the widow fends for their kindred and 
nds, who ftanding round the corpfe break 

into lamentations, afking the deceafed, 
\y he would die ? Whether he wanted any 
^e ? Whether his wife was not young and 
idfpme enough ? Whether (he had been in- 
fltant ? and other queHions of the like kind* 
ey then waft the oody, and having put a 
in /hirt or Ihroud about him, with a new 
r qi thin Rufia leather fhoes on his feet, 

him with his, arms acrpfs his bread in a 
in made of the trunk of a tree, and in the 
;jn while (end a preient to the Prieft to pray 

his ..foul. The coffin is covered with a 
ce of cloth, or the coa't of the dcceafed. The 
xer fort, if ^he;feafon will permit, keep the 
[y .eight or ten days, during which the rrieft 
pes every day to purify, it with incenfe, and 
/pr,inkling it with holy water. 
\t length, the Prieft proceeds with the picture 
the patron Saint pi the deceafed, followed 
four virgins, who are neareft related to the 
er, and make very mournful lamentations* 
: begin and leave qffexa&ly at a time. Then 
nes the dead body carried by fix men upon 
Lr- ^boulders; but if the deceafed is a Monk 
i Nun, this office is performed by thofe of 
own profeffion. The corpfe is furrounckd 
feveral Priefts, wko incenfe it, to keep off 

evil fpirits, all the while finging Pfalms ; 
n follow the kindred and friends with wax 
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candles, but without any order, O 
coming to the grave* the coffin is unt 
over which the Prieft holding the piclui 
patron Saint, fays feveral prayers, in 
he often repeats, L&rd lock upon thisjoul 
ttcufnrfs* Mean while the widow cor 
her lamentsriomjafka the quefttons alreac 
tioned* The relations and friends the 
their leave, either kifling the deceafed, 
coffin. The Fneftthen takes a piece c 
which is a kind of ticket for his entrai 
paradife, and which being figned by th 
arch or Metropolitan of the place, i 
C on feflbr, h fold for more or lefs accoi 
the abilities of thofe who purchafe it. 
ticket as pf fo extraordinary a nature, 
reader will not be difpleaied at onrinfi 
at length. 

** We whofe nnmes are hereunto f 
M ed, the Patriarch or Mttropolitan, ar 
* £ of the city of A', do make known ar 
« fy, by thefe prefems, that the bearer 
"" our letters hath always 3ivcd arncng 
*■ a good Clri/lhw, profciling the Gn 
gl gion ; and though he hath committ 
" few fms yet he hath confeiTed the fa] 
M thereupon he hath received abfoluri* 
* l taken the communion, for the remi 
** hb fins : that he hath honoured God 
** Saints: that he hath faid his praye 
*< that he hath faded on the hours ar 
fi appointed by the chtirch, and that h 
iS carried hirnfelf fo well towards me v. 
** his Coufcffbr, that L have no reafon t 
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v plain of him, or to deny him the abfolutiou 
** of his fins. 

; " In witnefs whereof, we have given him 
*' this prefent teftimonlal, to the end 
" that upon fight thereof* St. Peter may 
• " open unto him the gate of eternal 
" blifs." 

The coffin is then (hut, and put into the 
grave, the face being turned to the eaft, while 
tnofe who return to the houfe of mourning, 
drown their forrow in good liquor. 

Their whole time of mourning lafts 40 days, 
during which three feafts are made for the 
kindred of the deceased. On the third, ninth* 
and twentieth day after the burial, during 
which the Prieft fays certain prayers over the 
grave morning- and evening, which for that 
porpofe is covered with a fmall hut of mats. 

Before we mention the different* orders of 
their Priefts, it may be proper to obferve, that 
the Mofcovites have the higheft veneration for 
their Sovereign: that they look upon his plea- 
fure as the will of God, and that their lives 
and every thine they have is at his difpofal. 
The chief perfons in the Empire, never ap- 
proach his perfon but with the fame venera- 
tion, with which they adore the Almighty, 
and if he gives them the leaf* mark of his dif- 
pfleafure, they are ready to offer their lives for 
the expiation of their fault. 

They pay great veneration to the clergy, 
the principal of which' is the Patriarch who 
is always obliged to refide at Mofnw. He is 
nominated by die Metropolitans and &»\&sro* % 

Vol. XIII. O <*&>. 
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with the Czar 1 ! approbation : he u the chief per* 
{on in the Empire next to his Sovereign, and 
determines all ccdef:; *Ucal affairs ; he wears a 
long black robe, and has a croft always carri- 
ed before him. He has alio four Metropoli- 
tans , and under them are (even Bifhops. Next 
to thefe are the Priefts called by them Popes, 
who are again fab divided into Protopoes or 
.Archprieibj and common Popes, of which 
there are vaft numbers ia Mofcow ', no other 
qualifications being neocilary for their admiifi- 
on into this order ; but reading, writing and 
finging. The chief badge of priefthood is a 
kind of cap put on their heads at their confe- 
cration, which they ar-e obliged to wear as long- 
as they contiunc Priefts, and it is no fmall 
crime for a lay man to touch it. However, a> 
molt of the gfofc&vite clergy are great drunk- 
ards, and cohftant frequenters of tipling hou- 
fes, they frequently fall into quarrels, when 
if a person has octailon to beat a clergyman he 
mull hVft civilly fecure his bonnet, and then he 
may drub him handfomely, a»d afterwards put 
it on again. The other badges of theprieA* 
hood are a ftick which they carry in their hands* 
and their wearing a wide long robe, which it 
black, green, blue, or red, according to their 
choice. We have already obferved that they 
are obliged to marry once, and no oftner. 
This cultom they found upon the Apoftle's 
words, A Bijhof Jhall be the bufitmd of one <wtfe, 
where they interpret the word Bifhop, to tig- 
nify Prieft. As they pafs along the ilreets the 

common 
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common people aflt tfieir bleffing, which they 
give them with the figrt of the crofs* 

Their churches are built rourtd and vaulted 
to bear fome refemblance to the heavens, and 
each of them has five fleeces, one of them be- 
ing larger and higher than the reft, the other 
lour are built round it. They have neither 
pews, benches nor chain, becaufe they per* 
form their devotions either kneeling or prof- 
trate upon the ground. They allow neither or- 

fans» nor any other mufical instruments, nor 
ave any images, though they allow of paying 
their devotions to pictures. There are about 
abbofthefe churches in Mofcow. They alio 
look upon their church-yards as very facred 
places, and therefore will not allow of any im- 
purites being thrown there, or fuffer a dog to 
pafs over them. They are great admirers of 
Dells, and think them an effential part of di- 
vine fervice. 

When the Mofiowites are at their devotion* 
they often ftrike their foreheads again ft the 
ground, and crofs themielves in the following 
manner : they ftrfl make the fign of the crofs 
with their fingers on the forehead, which they 
fay is to intimate the afcenfion of Chrift ; next 
on the heart, to intimate that the heart is the 
receptacle of the word of God ; then they make 
a crofs on the right, and next on the left moul- 
der, to (hew that at the day of judgment tho.f* 
to be bleft with eternal Hfe mall be placed to 
f he right, and the damned to the left. Not many 
years ago the Patriarch ordered that the lay- 
men fhould croft themfelves withonbr vh* W- 
O z «» 
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gers, though before that time, they had alwayi 
done it with three, in remembrance of the 
Holy Trinity; but meeting with great oppo- 
iluon in this point, he prevailed on the Czar 
10 fend to tire Archpatriarch of Ctmflmtimflt> 
n nd to two other Patriarchs of the eaftem 
churches, who approving his order, it was en- 
acted into a law, notwithstanding which fcvt- 
r;d Mq/covita would fooner lofe their heads 
than comply with it, and to this day they make 
ufe of three fingers, when they can do it to 
private. 

<3K*-SK«3K*34t»5K«5K*3K»3K*5K»)K> 

CHAP. III. 

The Amhajfadors embark in a Vzjjel in the River 
Mofca, and entering the Occa, Sail &y ftverd 
To-zvits and Villages, till thy arrive at Niktio- 
vogorod, whence they proceed in a Ship built 
for that purpofe, down the Volga* A De* 
fcription of the Ceremiffian Tartars. Several 
Toavns defcribedy and the manner in <which tbt 
Ruffians catch Fijh in the Volga. 

TH E Ambafladors went from Mo/cow by 
land as far as the monaftery of Simatta f 
where taking leave of their friends, they em- 
barked in the river Mofca or MoJk<va> and pro- 
ceeded to Kolumna, which lies on the right fide 
of the river, is of a confiderable bignefs, and 
5s furrounded with ftone walls. Three werlb 
above the city the Mofca falls into the 
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Osca, wjiich is much broader and more plea- 
Ian t than the former river. Its current patting* 
from the fouth, through a very fertile, and well 
peopled country, and its banks being covered 
on both fides with oaks, which in thefe part* 
are a kind of rarity. Here embarking again, 
they pafled by a pretty large ifland, and feve- 
ral handfome villages on the right fide of the 
river, and on the fourth of July came to the 
city of Prefia. The next day they pa/Ted by 
the town ofRhefan, and on the evening of the 
7th arrived at Cajfinogorod the capital of the 
Tartars of CaJ/inow, which lies on the right 
fide of the river Occa. They here met with the 
firft Mahometans. The young Prince of the coun- 
try lived at that time in an old cattle not far 
from the city ; his name was Res Ketzi, and 
he had a few years before put himfelf under 
the Czar's protection. They fent him a pre- 
sent of tobacco and brandy, in return for which 
he fent them two fheep, a barrel of mead, 
another of beer, and a third of brandy, be- 
fides fome cream and frefli butter, which the 
Prince's mother had taken the pains to make, 
cxcufing his not having invited the Ambafla- . 
dors on fhore for fear' of raiting the jealoufy 
of the neighbouring Mofcwite Governors. 

On the 9th they pafled by Morumna on the. 
left fide of the river, where they difcovered xt 
troop of Crim Tartars who fired at them from 
the woods, but the retinue of the Ambafladors 
returned their fire, on which they did not 
think £t to approach. 

O 3 ^V^ 
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monafieriea, and on the efareni 

fetched the city of Njfi or A#»ww 

Aey found the fhip Frederic* whi 

Wilt by the AmbanUor a orders, I 

2 lite hniihed. It was a large* thri 
> let bottomed that it drew no n 
van feet water. It had many eta 
veftient apartments, and- was pr 

. feme brais and iron gvns, and twt 
mt rowers. They had aUb a lar 
tarry their anchors, cablet 9 and 01 

. lies, and todifcoyerany.banksor: 
ejtyof A^i$.abdot 10b Gome* 1 
M#crw by land, and ico by wale 
rounded with flone walls, and towc 
fhbarbs* which are half a kagne 
ference, are nvoch larger than the 
inhabited by MtfcrviM, Tmrimrsn. 
who have a Protectant * church he 
of looperfons. They here boa] 
for a penny ; a quarter of a hund 
for the fame price, and fheep for 
teen, and eighteen pence each. 
The Ambafladors fent Mr. J 
- onr Author, with their Priftaff, ar 
nnt$ interpreter, to thank the Wey 
vc/nor, tor the many civilities he 1 
the Poke of Holjfkin's fubjects whi 
building the (hip, which took tl 
a year, and to oner him a prefent 
25I. fterling, the reception he 
(hewed him to be a perfon muc 
ordinary rank of the Ruffians. 
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of his gentlemen to receive them at the gates 
of his palace, from whence being Conduced 
through a gallery, they were at the entrance 
of the palace complimented by two others 
richly drefled, who introduced them to the 
Weywode, who was in his chamber drafted in 
brocade, and attended by a considerable num- 
ber of perfons of diftin&ion. The room was 
hong with very rich tapeftry, and had a large 
cupboard filled with plate. After he- had re- 
turned their compliment and received their pre- 
sent he invited them to a collation, during 
which he difcourfed with them in a manner much 
fnperior to the generality of the Mofewitesi and 
among the reft afked whether they were not afraid 
of meeting with the Coffacks, who were fturdy 
fellows, and as brave as lions, (hewing them at 
the fame time a picture of Samp/on* s engage- 
ment with one of thofe creatures. To which 
they smfwered, that they hoped to deal with 
the Coffacks as Samp/on did with the lion ; to 
this he replied, that doubtlefs the reputa- 
tion their nation had obtained in the Czar's 
service, would render them fo terrible to the 
CoJ/kcks as to^revent their making any attempt 
againft them. 

The river Volga is at the confluence of the two 
rivers 4600 geometrical feet broad, and 'as its 
waters are coniiderably increased in the months 
of May and Jknt, by the thawing of thofe ri«r 
vers that fell into it, the people who go from 
Mo/cow to Aftracban take the opportunity of this 
time to get over the fands and fhallows fo frc- 
(facnt in this river. Therefore haw^^\w^~ 
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ed themfelves with neceflknes for this voyage 
they left Nife on the 30th of July ; but Lad 
fie j re c proceeded two werfts, before they ifruck 
upon the fands near the raonaftery of P&fira* 
and the next day touched upon another fand 
bank, when the winds becoming contrary they 
were forced to come to an anchor. 

On the rlrit of Augujl the Ambafladors gave 
orders for placing the guards while they were 
upon the Vdga. AU that belonged to their re- 
tin ue, whether fcrvants or foldiers that were 
sifale to bear aims, were divided into three com* 
panics ui.der the command of the two Ambafl"- 
adorsj and the Steward of the embaiTy. Mr* 
Cutjtus the nrft Ambaffador had the Matter of 
the Horfe for his Lieutenant, and Mr. Brug- 
7na?i, the oth.r Ambaflador had the Secretary 
of the embafly. They were to be upon their 
guard alternately, in order to place the cenri- 
nels in the forecaille, the flern, and at the 
mainmaft. 

The wind continuing contrary, they had 
again recourfe to their oars, but had not pro- 
ceeded 500 paces before they itruck upon the 
iands, and the next day, when they had fcarce 
advanced a quarter of a league, were entangled 
among the fand-banks, where feeing the wreck 
of a ihip that had been loll there not long be- 
fore, and being nine hours in getting off, this, 
with the thoughts of the length of the voyage, 
it being 558 leagues to the Cafpian fea, and the 
ignorance of their pYVot, Ttwidfc \\vein almcit. 
defpair of accompli ftnr\%tt. T^vt Va^WW*- 
cver, were revived theuexx. &^, V| xw^vwv 
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very large vefiel laden with falt-fifh, which had 
200 men on board, to aifift in towing her up 
againft the ftream ; this is performed with in* 
credible pains, they fcarce advancing two 
leagues in a day. 

• On the fifth they came before the village of 
Pannino, where being fupplied with fome pal- 
lets, and other frefti provifions at a very cheap 
rate, they patted between two iflands, and at 
night came within fight of Baftligorod, but caft 
anchor for fear of the fands, which they patted 
the next day with great difficulty, and did not 
come up to the city till the afternoon, when 
they faluted it with their great guns, as they 
did all the other cities upon the river. 

The city of Bafdigorod is fituated at the foot 
of a mountain on die right fide of the river 
¥ofaa> at the conflux of that river, and the 
little river Sura, which was formerly the com- 
mon boundary between the territories* of the 
Mofcvvites and .the Tartars of Cafan, called 
Ceremijffcs. This city is without walls, and the 
houfes are of wood ; for the Mofcwites extend- 
ing their territories farther on that fide, have 
occasioned its being neglected. - 

The country inhabited by the CeremiJ/sam 
Tartars extends on both fides of the river Volga 
beyond Cafan. They live only in huts, and 
feed upon the milk afforded by their paftures, 
and on the wild fowl, and honey they take in 
the woods ; but they are very barbarous, trear 
cherous, cruel, and much addi&fcd \o ttfcfaxv 
Thofc who live in the moutixavcvow* cotons^ «^ 
be right Me of the Volga* are> ca\\k& ^a^w 
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or jMo un tampers ; and tWc on the oth 
are termed LageM 9 or L*g&tmxtne, froi 
plentiful meadowa> which fupply botr 
and the Nagarrti with great quantities i 
They are faid to be partly Mahomet a. 
partly Hiathemi bit thofe about C&, 
Pagms, They are intirely unacquaint* 
baptifm or circmncifion* In order to 
name to a child, they appoint a certain 
months after it is born, and then give 
name of the perfon they firil meet- T 
knowledge the exigence of an immortal 
the author of ail good, who therefore 1 
fee reverenced ; but have no idea of a 
ftate, either of rewards or pnniihmer 
believe there are evil fpirits that afRi£t 
in this life, and therefore ought to be aj 
by facrihees. To thefe evil fpirits, tl 
their devotions at a certain place ami 
fens, about fonr leagues from Cafan, 
they never appear empty handed, left: tr 
leel fhouki be punifhed by feme lingeri 
cafe. One of the principal refidenc* 
aftign to thefe evil fpirits is the tor 
SkGckfiem* two league! from Nunda, 
having a fwift current between two mot 
is never frozen, and has imprinted fuch 
of an hidden myftery in thefe poor wr 
that though they fee xhe Mo/twites pafs i 
day, they think they cannot approach 1 
out manifeft danger of their lives, Wh 
offer their facrincea to God, they kill 
horfe, or fhecp, and hanging the fkin 
pole hid acrofs the bou^Us of two tree 
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die fiefh by the fire kindled underneath ; then 
taking a flice of the meat, and a cap of mead, 
they throw them both into the flames, offering 
their prayers' to God (or the prefervation and 
increafe of their cattle, or fome other of the 
convenience* of life. They alfo pay adoration 
to the (on and moon, and have a peculiar vene- 
ration for whatever they dream of, whether it 
be a horfe, cow, fire or water ; and fay, that 
animated things are more worthy of worihip 
than the painted Gods of the Mofervites. They 
perform moft • of their ' religious ceremonies, 
near the torrent ; and at the death of a friend 
fcaft upon his bell horie. 

Thefe people make no ufeof Priefts or books, 
and their language has nothing in common 
with the other Tartars. Some of them, howv 
ever, uaderftand the Mofcwite tongue. They 
not only fuffer, but encourage polygamy, no- 
thing being here more common than for a man 
to marry two or three fitters at a time, Thei? 
women are only wrapped in a piece of coarfe 
white cloth, and fhew (carce any part of their* 
perfons but their faces. Thofe who are be- 
trothed, have, however, a peculiar head- 
drefs, pointed like a horn, to the end of 
which is fattened a filk taffel, on which hangs 
a finall bell. The men have breeches under . 
their upper garment, which refembles a great 
coat. They all (have their heads ; but the un- 
married men wear a long trefs of hair, which 
they fometimes fuffer to hang down their backs, 
and at others tie it up in a knot. 
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Thefe people were Co much affrighted 
fight of our travellers, that very few o 
dar ed to veil tare to the fide of the rive: 
tlvem pafs by, yet at night when they a 
the river of l/W/iufa, one of thofe 
came on board to fdl a iturgeon, for 
ihey paid him the value of fifteen -pence 
On the yth of Auguji they arrived bef 
city of Kujm&dimiaHjku 40 werfls from h 
rW, and ftmatcd at the foot of a mo 
Here they observed whole fore Us of ver 
elms, out of the bark of which the inha 
make fledges, and out of the bodies 
trees, cut in the manner of a cylindt 
hollowed out, barrels and other utenfiis* 
proceeding three werlTs farther, near t. 
of Attttjj they were fupplied by th, 
flints with f re 111 pro virions, and forced 
temped to flay all night* 

On the Bth 9 they continued their * 
with a ill 1 r wind, to the a lie of Turkh, 
they had the mis fortune, when under i 
being forced upon a fand-bank, and of 
four hours before they could get off. 
mean while they faw abundance of JVra 
fpme diJUnce coming from hay-making ; 
ever, by night they got within fight of 
KfiTj which Hands in a moft agreeable firu 
tho* its buildings, like thofe of the other 
are alt of wood, Near the ifle of Mafai 
faw a boat, which being fent to gi 
tel licence who they were, took a cc 
round the Ihip, and being informed o 

9 
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wality, above 300 perfons appeared on the 
Jnore to fee them pafs by. 

On the 1 1 th, being forced on more "by the 
current, Mr. Mahdeflo and our Author, had the 
cnriofity, while the men were endeavouring to 
get off the veflel, to land in order to take a 
view of the country, for which they had like 
"to have paid very dear; for a fair gale fpring- 
ing up, the fhip yvas ibon out of fight : but 
fcfier being obliged to travel a great way along 
•the 'banks, they at laft efpied a boat fent to 
carry them to the (hip, which they reached at 
night, when they found her at anchor. 

On the 13 th of Jugufl, they came before 
the city of Suiatjki, fituated on the left hand, 
. on the afcent of a. hill. It has a cattle, and 
fom'e churches of fftme ; but its otherfortifica- 
tions, and all the private buildings, are of 
wood. At night they arrived before the city 
of Cafatiy which is fituated in a large plain 
upon the river Cajanke, and has given its name 
both to the city and province. ' The city, 
which is about feven werlls from the Volga, is 
very confiderable, both for its bignefc, its fitua- 
tion, and its ftrength. ThecaftJeand its' for- 
tifications are of'flone, and are well provided 
with artillery, and a good garrifon of Mofco- 
Tvitc i, the ' Tartars being forbid to enter it 
jtxpon pain of death. The Commander in 
thief of the place, at their arrival iri its neigh- 
bourhood, was' brother to the Governor of 
Tfrfe, and was prefented by the Ambafladors 
'with a very fine ruby. .Mr. MandrJIo and our 
Author went on fhore to take a Nww.tii ^v^ 

Vol. XI II. P \Na«^ 
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place, and to purchafe fome provision 
they could get none that were good, 
fome fruit, and particularly melons, th; 
as big as pom kins. At their leaving th 
they were informed by fome Tartar x* th; 
fhip was gone, which obliged them to 
waggon, by the help of which, they p: 
ed along the ibore, till meeting w. 
Priftaff's boat, they were carried on 
the fhip lying at anchor two leagues 
Cafan, The conn try hereabouts is fert 
aim oft dc folate, from its being fc much i 
by the Cejjkcis. 

They afterwards proceeded by fevera 
ges ; they were frequently expofed to 
from thefand banks, and on the 18th wi 
near the if! and oFPreki&ttfk, by the Gov* 
Torki 9 a place upon the Cafpian fea, w 
returning from his government, atten* 
eight boats with mufqueteers. At fij 
Jtnowing to whom thefe boats belong! 
AmbaiTadors made them keep at a di 
but coming nearer, they told them tha 
CoJJacks waited upon the river, by the 
fea for their coming, and had fent < 
horfe, to difcover them at a diilana 
they were fo little terrified by thefe 
that they continued their courfe witboi 
ping. The next night a falfe alarm wa 
by order of the AmbafTadors, to make t 
their people in cafe of a fudden attack, 
/ucceeded to their fau^JE&crcu TKc rn 
they came to an \ftatvd caNte& fctarit*a 
Merits -in length, bsnAT& viVrck ^ 
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jreat quantity of ftones fhaped like lemons or 
Granges, which l>eing broken in the middle, 
jeprefented a ftar of feveral colours, and fomef 
fcat appeared like gold and filver. They then 
came in fight of a place pleafantly fitoated^ 
the ruins of which fhewed it to have been a 
Tartarian city, called Unerojkora, where was 
fet to be feen the monument of a Saint, to 
nrhich the inhabitants of thofe parts pay extra- 
ordinary devotion* 

On the 20th, fom'e fifhermen of this place 
fold them 55 large breams for the value of 50 
pence. They have here a peculiar way of 
■filing : they take a long cord, to one end of 
arhich they fatten a pretty large ifone, that 
falls to the bottom, and to the other feveral 
pieces of wood, which fwini upon the water r 
ill along the cord are fattened many lefTer 
One*, each with a hook and a fifh for a bait at 
the end. In this manner they take very fine 
fifties of eight, ten or twelve feet long. 
' When the Mofcovttes pafs along the rivers in 
their boats, they fatten a hook to one end of a 
cord, and to the other end of it a fmooth 
board of a hand's breadth, tinned over, which 
they drag along after the fhip or boat, and 
the ftream caufing the tinned board to turn 
frequently to the fun, makes it appear like the 
(kales of fifh, by which means they allure after 
them and take as many fifties, even of the larger 
fort as they have occasion for, fo that the Mofco- 
xrites make fcarce any other ptov\^\otv fat ^sR»- 
>byages bat a kind of bifcuiu •, fet ^s» tks&xv- 
Ucity of their faft days accuftam ^^ v 
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CHAP. : 

Their Voyage down the Volga c 
of fevered extraordinary Mot 
tnofi remarkable Places ; a\ 
happened till their Arrival c 
ticularly their coming up it 
which were a Tartarian . 
Cuptzi, a Mofcovite Envoy 
Amhajfador : the Ceremonies 
them* A De/cription of tin 
the City ^Aiirachan, and i 
habitants of Nagaia ; with 
Amhajfador s received at Aft] 



o 



N the 21ft they fawon 
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If thou raife me> thou Jhalt be rewarded. 
They were told that fifty paflengers being 
forced on fhore there fome years before, had 
the curiofity to lift up the Hone, and found on 
the other fide nothing but the following fen- 
tence : 

In «uain doft thou look fir what thou hajl not 
put here. 
At a fmall diiiance from the river is a fpacious 
fertile country, rich in pall u re grounds, but 
dtflitute of inhabitants, there being nothing to 
be fecn but the ruins of cities and great towns 
deilroyed by Tamerlane* 

On the 24th they were driven twice on ftore 
by contrary winds, and the two following days 
found great difficulty in getting over the fand- 
banks. This, with the bad diet, to which moil 
of the people were unaccuftomed, and the 
frowardnefs of one < of the AmbaiTadors, ren- 
dered the bardfhips they laboured under al- 
moil insupportable. 

On the 25th they difcovered to the right a 
mountain from whence the Mofcovites obtain 
abundance' of fait, which being prepared in 
huts built for that purpofe, and dried in the 
fun, is tranfported from thence to Mo/cay. At 
fome diiiance they at length perceived Mount 
Diwifingora, or the Maid's Mountain, which to- 
wards the river fide is divided into many fleep 
hills ; and thefe being of various colours afford 
a veiy agreeable profpedfc. Upon each of thefe 
hills is a row of pine-trees, .gowiam^ W^ 
regularity, that, were tWy TvOX. y&»R£rS&S«.«i 
they: might be rather" coi&tore&» ** ^^ 
P 3 * 
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there by art than by nature. At the 
this mountain arifes another, which 
eight leagues along the river : the v 
tween them produces a vaft number c 
trees fit for making cyder* 

Having the fame evening received a 
letters from Mofcvw and Nife, that fou 
were got into their retinue in. the q 
mariners, they became alarmed, efpe 
their perceiving after fun-fet two gres 
the entrance of a wood on the right hi 
having difpatched five or fix mufqu< 
fliore, they were difcovered to be S 
who had guarded a Perjian caravan : 
following night they were put into 
fright by two fifhermen, who patting 
(hip in a boat were flopped by the * 
but finding that they differed in their i 
and fufpecting them to be Cojfacfo, 
them the next morning to the Govern 
mara. 

They now paffed by Mount Saccolt 
reaches 15 werfts along the river, as f 
mara ; it being one contiued rock, ba 
top, but on the fides covered with tree 
they were detained here by contrar; 
two large red makes, that came from i 
got up by the cables into the fhip ; 
were no fooner perceived by the A 
than they begged they might not b 
and that ibme food might be given t 
ledging that they were fent by St. JV 
the forerunners of a fair wind. 
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Early on the 28th they came near the city 
of Samara, which lies twowerffcs from the left 
£de of the river, and 350 from Gafan* It is 
aimoft fqaare; and all the buildings, except 
fdme churches and two or three monafteriet, 
are of wood. Before night they arrived at the 
Mountain of the Cgfikcks, which obtained it* 
name from the frequent robberies here com- 
mitted by them, this being their aflembling 
place, from whence they discovered what fhipa 
came that way ; but fince four or &rt hundred 
of them were killed by the garrifon of Samara, 
they have not infeftcd this mountain in fuch 
numBettk 

On tti£ |ift they met with two large barges 
manned with 400 mariners, each laden with 

5 rovifidns, particularly caviar, and afterwards 
>ur more coming from Jftrachan with fait and 
fait fifh ; who toll them they had met with 20a 
Cojfatks near that city, who had fufrered them 
to pafs by unmelefted. 

On the 1 ft of BeftmUr tfrey^fled in fight 
of Sarattf % a city fituated in a J^rge plain upon 
H branch of the Volga, and onty inhabited by, 
Mofewiti foldrers, who keep garrifon here ttf 
bridle the Calmuc Tartars, a people who inha- 
bit a vaft trad of ground from hence to the 
Cafpian Sea and the river Jaika, and are fo 
powerful as fometimes to make open war with 
the Czar. The next day they paned by the 
mountain of Atbmats Kigori, which affords a 
fine profpetf at a diftance, (torn \\\ \«^ "^esw*. 
covered with verdure, dvt a&e&x €fca«j»^ 
nith mould of different *foax% ^"^^ 
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fkirted by a bank as even as if formed I 
They then pafled by the Golden Mount 
called from the Tartar j having near i 
prized a fleet of Mojcovhe veflels, fa id 
fo richly laden, that they divided the g< 
filver by the bufhel. They were fcarce 
fight of this mountain, when they difc 
another called the Chalk Mvutitain f whii 
tending 40 werlts along the river, arifes 
eafy afcent to the top ; and at the foot n< 
river a^e many trees planted chequer-wi 

They next came to the M&mrai* of j 
fo called from rocks of feveral colours a 
ing above the reft. Here meeting with ; 
barge, they were told by the pilot that 1 
pafled in fight of 70 C^hch, who had fi 
the veflel to pafs by, but had in the fcigl 
the lighter, for which he had paid 5 go c 
to have it again. The fame evening th 
baftadors faw ten Co/fads era is the river, 
which Mr. Bagman* one of the Anibaf 
ordered eight mufquetcers to find ther 
and bring them on board ; but the Ccffha 
inq time to get into an adjacent wood, 
being very late before the mufqucteers r 
ed, this caufed fome difpute between th. 
baflador and the Steward of the Embatf 
latter all edging that it was extremely d 
on s to cxpoic the men in the dark, and 
unknown pfcee, where they mull mi 
pcrifh for want of timely relief: hmvev 
had no other anfwer than ill language. 

On the jd of September they came 
mountain of Kam^jchlnia.y wi a, river 
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fame name, that arifes oujt of the torrent of 
JJoha, which falls into the Den. u The Cojfacksj 
by croffing this river in fmall bqats, make ex- 
cursions as far as the Volga* which renders tra- 
velling very dangerous. But they had no 
Sooner paired this place* than finding, them - 
fbrves within fight of the caravan of Perjia and 
Tartary, they made all the hade they could \o 
get up with it, and ialuted it with four pieces 
of cannon and a volley of fmall arms, under 
the found of their trumpets, which was re- 
turned by the difcharge of fome mufquets. 
The chief perfons belonging to this caravan, 
were a Tartarian Prince, named MuJJaJ, the 
Perfian Cuptzi, a Mofcwiti Envoy fent into 
Perfia, an Ambaffadqr of Crim Tartary, and 
two or three Perfian merchants. They imme- 
diately after faw a Mofcwite officer, with 
fome Strelitzers coming towards them in a boat, 
who having falu ted them with a volley of fmall 
arms, the officer alone came on board to com- 
pliment them in the name of the Tartarian 
Prince, and his example was foon after fol- 
lowed by the Perfian Cuptzi, upon which the 
Ambafladors fent two gentlemen of their re- 
tinue with their Mofcoviu interpreter,; to the 
Prince, and, the Secretary of the. embaffy with 
the Perfian interpreter, to the Cuptzi, to re- 
turn the compliment. The Secretary happen- 
ing to go to the larboard fide of the. (hip, he 
was told by the Cuptzi's fervants, that their 
mailer's wife being lodged on that fide, they 
defired him to come to the other, which being 
done accordingly, the Secretary and his at- 
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tendants were received by fevcral well dreffti 
perfons, who lifted them up by the arms into 
the fhip, and conducted them to the Cuptzi's 
chamber, where they found him fitting crofs- 
^gged after the Per/tan c adorn upon a couch, 
covered with the belt Perfiam tapeftry, and 
reding his back againft a crimfon cuftnon, he 
pot his hands to his bread with a low inclina- 
tion of his head 9 the highed mark of refpeft 
tffed in Perfia, and having intreated them to fit 
down, which they could not do in that poittire 
without fome trouble, he anfwercd their com- 
pliment in a very obliging manner, telling them 
chat how defirous foever he was of feeing his 
own country and hottfe, he had conceived a 
much greater fatisfaclion at the light of their 
fhip; adding, he hoped, that as toon as they 
entered Perfia, they would be fenixble of the 
difference there was between the barbarity of 
the Mo/covites, and the politencfs of the Per- 
Jtans ; and that after his return he would em- 
ploy all his intered to be made their Mchc- 
znander or conductor, that he might lay them 
under all the obligations in his power. 

Before they left the fliip, the Cuptzi treated 
them with a collation ferved up in plate Ver- 
million gilt, confiding of feveral forts of fr uia 
and pidachios dried and pickled. 

On the 4th of September feveral men whom 
the Tartarian Prince had fent to excufe his not 
coming to vifit the Ambafladors came on board* 
Thefe were CireaJJtan Tartars, and he who ap- 
peared to be the Chief, was pretty tall, of aa 
olive colour, widilon^ gttavy Uackhair, and 
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lii5 beard of the fame colour. Over his gar- 
ment he wore black fhecp-fkin, with the wool- 
ley Me outwards, with a cap clofe to his head, 
and had a very frightful countenance. The 
reft had black, or brown coarfc cloth coats. 
They were fent back loaden with brandy. 

On the 5th of Settmher they came to the 
frfi branch, by which the VoIva discharges it- 
f elf into the Cajpian fea, and the next day came 
to Zarhca, where they overtook th,e caravan 
which had got before them, and taking the 
advantage of a fair wind continued th.eir 
£Qnx(e. The city of Zmrixa being 350 werfts 
diftant from Smretof* is fituated at the bottom 
of a high hill on the right fide of the river, 
and is fortified with Hvt baftions and as many 
wooden towers. It has no other inhabitants 
bat the garrifon, which is kept here to bridle 
the CeJJaiks mdTar/ar*> and to &rvc for con- 
voys up and down the river. All the country 
between Zariza an jfftrachan being barren, the 
laft is fupplied with wheat from Cafim in fuch 
plenty, that it is bought cheaper than at Mqf- 
€*w. At a fmall diHance below Zarisca they 
pau*ed by the ifianjd of Ztrpinjke t where the 
Cofach had a little before surprised and ra- 
vilhed the wives and daughters of the foldiers 
belonging to the garrifon of Zarsxa, who keep 
their catfle there. This iHand is 1? werfts ia 
length. 

On the 7th of Siptevibtr the weather being 
very tempeiluous they advanced but flowly, on 
which the Ambafiador Bru&mas took this op- 
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portunity to fummons all the fervants of tfatf 
ambafly before him, and to charge them with 
want of duty and refpett, requiring the mnfi- 
cians,* guards, and footmen, to take an oath of 
fidelity to his perfon, to which they anfwered, 
that he hai no reafon tafiffpeft their fidelity, 
and that they were ready to facrifice their lives 
in his fervice ; defiling,' however, that they 
might-be' treated with lefi rigour than he had 
hitherto nfed, which he promifed ; this pro- 
mi fe was,' however, but indifferently per- 
formed. 

In the evening a fifherman brought them a 
fifh five feet in length, with a long and broad 
»out like the bill of a wild drake, the body 
was full- of white and black, fpots like thefti* 

• of a tyger, except upon the belly, which was 
quite white. This fifh had a more lufcions 
tafte than falmon. They alfo bought of him 
fbme white fifh, which are about eight feet 
long and four broad, and are not unlike a 
fturgeon, but have a wider mouth and whiter 
flefh. They now came to a fecond branch of v 
the Volga, from whence as far as AJlracban tbe 
country on both fides of the river abounds in 
liquorice, the flalks of which arc of the thick- 
nefs of a man's arm, and near four feet high. 
On the 9th of September, a violent wind car- 
ried them within fight of the Jirtle city of 
Tzorncgar, fituated 200 werfts from Zarixr. t 
which had been then only built about nine 
years. The former city of the fame name 
being iituated on the fhore about half a league 

from thenar, where it \w/\xv£stvnwv<:\\\ Und- 
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ing, Was" removed to the place where it now 
ftands on a high fhore on the right fide of 
the river. Its fortifications' confifts of eight 
wooden towers, and a rampart formed of thick 
plauks. It has a gairriion- of four or 500 
Strelitzers,. kept there to fecure the adjacent 
country from the incurfions of the" Co/Jacks and 
Calmuc Tartars, on which account' a watch- 
houfe is erecled at each of the four corners of 
the city upon high poles, from' whence they 
may, without -thtf leaft interruption/ command 
the' view of a fpacibus plain! 

They afterwards patted fey feveral other 
branches of the P'plga, and on the 15 th of Sep- 
tember made the ifland of Do/got, in which df- 
trachan is feated, and as this city lies in that 
part of the Volga' which divides Europe from 
yffia ; -and they were now Entering another 
part of the globe, they fainted it "from the 
midft of the river," with a general difcharge of 
-their ' great guns- and finall fhot, to the great 
-furprize of the inhabitants, who are hot much 
accuftomed to the thundering noife of cannon. 

The climate was here as hot as the weather is 
irt- Germany in the midft of fummer, efpecially 
when the wind blew to the eaftward from the Vol- 
ga ; : but the fea breezes which blew from the fouth 
moderated the heats, as they afterwards found, 
in the hotteft months. The winter lafts here no 
longer than two months, but is fo exceeding 
colli,- that the river is frozen, and fledges arc 
tifed upon it. 

The ifle of Dolgei is fandy and barren, and 
produces nothing Yor the fubfiftaacc oC kxx-wcfcsv 

Vol. Kill Q, ^» 
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life, except what is brought forth by the induf- . 
try of the inhabitants in their gardens, and 
forae well cultivated grounds. The continent 
on the right hand is no lefs barren ; but on the 
left towards the river Jaika are very good pas- 
tures. The only thing produced by the defarts ; 
is fait for there are certain (alt-pits, where the 
felt fwims upon the furface of the water of the 
thicknefs of a finger, and is not unlike our rock 
cryflal, and of this there are fuch prodigious 
quantities, that for. the value of a halfpenny a 
perfon may take up forty pounds weight. One 
cruft being no fooner taken off than another 
rifes. 

The river between Jflracban and the Coffin 
Sea, which is twelve leagues in extent, fo abounds 
in fifli, that they bought twelve large carps for 
two pence, and 200 young fturgeons for half a 
crown. There are here infinite numbers of 
lobflers, on account of their being never eaten 
by the Mofcovites and Tartars. The great mul- 
titude of iflands hereabouts alfo afford an in- 
credible number of wild fowl, efpecially wild- 
geefc and wild-ducks, which the Tartars take 
with hawks and falcons, in the breeding of which 
they are very expert. They are alio fond of 
hunting the wild boar, the flefh of which they 
fell to the Mofcovites, their religion not permit* 
ting them to eat it. 

That part of Tartary which is inclofed be* 
tween the rivers Volga and Jaika, as far as the 
Cafpian Sea is called Nagaia, and of this coun- 
try Aftrachan is the capital. The fruits it pro- 
duces arc not inferior tixtai Vn> torous or beauty 

\» 
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to thofe of Perfia, efpecially their nuts, apples, 
quinces, peaches and melons, of which laft, 
there is an admirable fort faid to have been firft 
brought from the Indies, which is of a delici- 
ous tafte ; the rind is of a lively green, the 
pulp of a* pale carnation, and the feed black : 
two or three of thefe are fold for an halfpenny. 
Grapes were but lately introduced, by the means 
of fome Per/tan merchants, who brought the 
firft ftalks to Aftrachan which were planted 
by an old Monk in a garden belonging to the 
convent in the fuburbs, and the Czar hav- 
ing tailed fome of thefe grapes, ordered him in 
1013, t0 incrc&fe bis flock with all poffible di- 
ligence, which he did fo efre&ually, that at this 
time there was fcarce a houfe in the town with- 
out its vineyards, which turn to fuch ad- 
vantage to the owners, that the mafter of the 
houfe where the Ambafladors lodged, aflbred 
them, that the proceeding year, the vines 
about his houfe had yielded him no lefs than 
100 crowns, and that fome years before they 
planted a vineyard which produced no lefs than 
60 pipes of excellent wine in one year. 

The city of Aflrtchan ia furrounded with a 
ftone wall, and ftrengthned by other fortifica- 
tions. The whole compafs of the city is 8000 
S ^metrical feet, and the fide which looks to 
e river, is 2216 feet broad, affording a fine 
profpelt from its many turrets and fteeples built 
of ftone, which make a handfome appearance, 
at a diftance. The houfes, however, are ge- 
nerally of wood, and but indifferently built. 
To keep the neighbouring Tartan vct*wt> <&a. 



gaian tartars-, uui unu m 
and even the Indians them 
fiderable trade there, wh 
of the place, though very : 
crowns per annum. 

The natives of Nagai 
tp dwell within the city r 
but are forced to be fatii 
iriclofure formed with p 
city walls, or to live in fti 
fields. Their.huts which 
or canes, are. round, anc 
diameter, and in the mi 
a hole which anfwers the 
through which pafles a 
courfe cloth at the end t 
out of the fmoke, and 
as foon as the turf or cow 
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carts, camels, oxen and horfes, and then go to 
another. However, at the approach of winter 
they all retire about Aftrachan, where they lodge . 
in troops at fuch a diftance from each other, as 
Co be in a condition to join their afliftancc againft 
the Calmuc Tartars, and the Tartars near the 
river Jaika, for which reafon the Mofcovites 
furnifh them with arms in the winter, which 
they are obliged to return as foon as the rivers ■ 
and roads are unthawed ; for they are not al- 
lowed to have any arms, either ofrenfive or de« 
fenfive, in the fummer. Thefe, as well as the 
Dagheftan Tartars, are free from all tzues ; but 
are .obliged to ferve the Czar in his wars. 
They have Princes, Commanders, and Judge* 
of their own; but to fecure their allegiance 
to the Czar, fome of the Princes are left as 
hbftages in the cattle of Aftrachan. 

The Nagaian, as well as the Crim Tartars* 
are generall low of itature, inclining to fat, of 
an olive complexion, with large faces and little 
eyes. The men have alfo but fmall beards, 
and are feldom without wrinkles ; they (have 
their heads, and wear a garment which is a 
kind of caiTock, of a courle grey doth, over 
which the Nagaians commonly wear a kind of 
mantle made of black fhecp-fltins, with the 
woolly fide outwards, and a cap of the fame 
(luff. Their women, who are not disagreeable, 
are commonly dothed in white linnen, wear- 
ing on their heads a fort of cap, round which 
hang many copees or Mofcovitt ^«\cfe« YtA* 
cullowary with them to de\ote lW\\ ObKAx«^ 
to God, or to /Qflie Imam or Stfirtu ^ v ?* 
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girls they diftinguifh from others by a ring 
with a ruby, turquoife or coral hanging at their 
no/hils. The boys wear a ring in their right 
ear. 

They are for the moft part Mahometans ef 
the Turkijb fe£t ; but fome profefs the Mofco- 
lite religion. They live upon their cattle, 
and what they obtain by hunting and filhing. 
Their cattle are very large, and their flieep 
like thofe of Perfia, have great fat tails, whicn 
weigh 20 or 30 pounds, they are flat noied, 
and have hanging ears like our fpaniels ; their 
horfes are but lmall and ill fhaped, though 
they are ftrong and hardy. They have feme 
camels, and thofe have generally two bunches 
on their backs. Thev ufe fifh dried in the fan 
inftead of bread, ana fometimes make cake of 
meal, rice, and millet, which they fry in oil 
or honey. Thev eat camels or horfe-flefh; 
and their drink is water or milk, but mare's 
milk is mofl e {teemed. 

They had no fooner caft anchor before the 
the city, than the Perjtan Cuptzi fent them 
a prefent of fruit, in return for which the 
.Ambafladors made him a prefent of feveral 
forts of diftilled waters, and fome fweetmeats. 
The next day feveral of the Perjian merchants 
came on board, and as it is not ufual for any 
in their country to come empty handed before 
perfons of diftinclion, every one of them 
brought a prefent of fruit, and our German tra- 
vellers being greatly pleafed with their frank 
and civil behaviour, after their being fb long 
troubled with tne ^wW\vj tft \V* lUfraw, 
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made them fo welcome that fome of them fell 
drunk upon the deck, and one of them was 
forced to flay on broad all night. 

On the 1 7th the Perfian Cuptzi fent on board 
a prefent of very fine rice, and a veflel filled 
with garlick preferved after the Perfian man- 
ner. Some of his domefHcs who brought the 
prefent, and were mariners, were furprifced at 
the bignefs of the fhip, and they all agreed, that 
it would not be fit for the Cafpian Sea, unlefi 
the mails were taken down. The Ambafladors 
did not wonder at their being 06 this opinion, 
as the Perfian mips are made like our European 
bathing tubs, and fcarce take two or three feet 
water, for which reafon they feldom venture 
farther than a good piftol mot into the Cafpian 
Sea. The Perfiam being gone, the Ambafla- 
dors fent a large drinking cup, Vermillion gilt, 
to the chief Governor, defiring his advice in 
relation to their intended voyage, and it was 
foon after refolved to continue it by fea. 

On the 19th of September they fent the fhal- 
lop to fetch the Tartarian Prince who brought 
another Tartar Prince along with him, and a 
retinue of 40 perfons. He was 6f about 28 
years of age, and had an agreeable counte- 
nance ; he was of a merry difpofition, and was 
richly dreflcd after the Mofcwite fafliion. He 
was received with the found of trumpets, and 
a difcharge of three great guns, and having 
ftaid about two hours in the AmbaiTadors ca- 
bin, and taken a view of live Ny$, ^^ «s*r 
eluded back in the fame maimer* a£t»\kv*« 
fufmg to ta&c the- coll&iuKk pie^wA."**'^ 
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The Perfian Cuptzi having at the Ambafla- 
dors invitation promifed to pay them a vifit on 
board their venel, came accordingly, two days 
after in company with a rich Per/tan merchant, 
and a Priftaff. He was received in the feme 
manner as the Tartar Prince, and treated with 
a very fine collation and mufic, after which they 
made their hautboys and timbrels play feveral 
tunes. 

On the 2 2d in the morning the Governor 
fent the Ambafladors a prefent of 20 flitches of 
bacon, 12 large fiihes dried in the fmoke, a 
barrel of caviar, a ton of beer and another of 
mead ; and the AmbafTadors the fame day de- 
firing leave to come on fhore, and to have fomfl 
horfes to vifit the Tartar Prince, the Gover- 
nor fent them very obligingly to the river 
fide the next day, from whence the Ambafla- 
dors being conducted to an apartment prepared 
for them on purpofe without the city, they 
walked to the Prince's lodgings, where he re- 
ceived them in the court, and conducted them 
into an apartment richly hung, where they 
found J/exis, a Mofccvitc Envoy, and an Am- 
baflador from the Crim Tartars. A fine col- 
lation of fruit was prepared for them, and 
they had great plenty of wine, beer, mead 
and brandy, the Governors trumpets founding 
all the while. When the health of the Czar 
and of the Duke of Ucljiein were drank, the 
Prince prefentcd the cup Handing, even to the 
Pages. In the mean time Alexis, the Mofco* 
i-ite Envoy entertained the Ambafladors with 
the great equalities, wcA ratetfttdiivary rank 
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of this. Tartarian Prince, obferving that hit 
fiikf wa.s to be married to the King of Perfia,. 

A few days after the Cuptzi invited the Am - 
bafTadors to an entertainment. They were 
conducted with their attendants to a houje 
he had borrowed of the -Governor, oppoftte to 
which he had hired another, where a fcafFold 
was. erected covered : with tapeftry, on which 
hi> hautboys and timbrels played from the time 
of- the Ambafladqrs coming till their depar- 
ture. , The Cuptzi met them in the court, 
from whence he conducted them through two 
rooms hung with rich Turkijb and Perjian ta- 
peilry, and into a third hung with gold and 
ftlver brocade. . In all the rooms the tables and 
feats were, for the convenience of the Ambafla- 
dors, placed after the. European manner. The 
tables were covered with iatin or taffety, and 
loaden with a variety of fruits and preferves, as 
grapes, peaches, apricots, melons, almonds,- 
piflacios, and feveral Indian fruits preferved 
with fugar and honey. Soon after the Perjian 
and Polijb Ambafladors who were travelling to 
the court of Mofawy came in, having over their 
own habits', rich robes prefented them by the 
King of Perjia, apd each a gold crofs hanging 
upon the breaft ; as they were well verfed in 
the Latin, Spanijb, Italian and French lan- 
guages, their company was extremely agreea- 
ble, The entertainment, according to the cuf- 
tom of Perfia, began with fruits and preferves, 
in two hours time the meat was brought up in 
large tilver diihes filled with nwol fesw^ *»- 
lours, and upon that vanou* fotxs o* ^^ 
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fefled tad foa&d, «• bcefrttfrnfti, 'fab . 
f»w!, wild dock*, fife fete) «tikh **« f«y 
trtll dfefifcd. ' i. ! . , 'i;>> — 

-Ai^iV^^ke no ufe of knives at 
ntiirj their cooks always cut their meat 
t&dftsr€*tihgU imall pieces. Each tabic 
far* eaiWr Wbo takes the meat out of the 

Cdiittfr in which ic is brought up, and/ills 
leBer ones with three or four forts of meat 
So that each difti might ferve two or three 
afcOfte. The drink was beer, mead, and 
' Waady, Of Which little was drank till the lat- 
ter end 0/ die fcaft, when the cups began to 
go s&enfly found ; and the whole was conclud- 
elwtdkmfauree porcelain veflll filled with a 
hot bfafllifll Equor called Kahawa. In ftort 
the? weft entertained with as much civility ai 
if tney hadbeen iniajpntotimr. 

Oft the 27th the Ambaffibdbrs, with foineef 
their retinue, took a walk round the city, to- 
wards the quarters of the Tartars, in Older to 
view their habitations. They obferved by the 
way that the people did not thraih their com; 
but tread it out by oxen and hories ; and that 
every hut had its hawk or falcon. 

On the 30th of Sttttmhr the Governor of 
the city fent the Ambafladort a brefent of gin- 
gerbread, and the juice of gooseberries made 
into a pafte, or rolls. It was of a fliarp and 
piea&nt tafte, and is frequently ufed by the 
Mofewwitu in their fauces. The next Aqr 
the Secretary of the embafly, with two other 
gentlemen, were ordered to attend the GoVtr- 
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nor on bufinefs. He gave them a favourable 
reception, and made them fit down by him ; 
but before he would give them an anfwer, 
complained of the ill conduct of the Ambafla- 
dor Brugmtn, who had ufed very reviling 
language to the Priftaff, without the Iea& re- 
gard to his quality in being the fervant of (he 
Czar, to whom he ought to have complained, 
or to thpfe who represented his perfon at 
jfgrachan. But added very obligingly, that 
though it was his duty to make tnefe remon- 
strances, he would not impute it to the whole 
retinue ; but would give them their difpatefces; 
which he accordingly did. 
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They "contbftK •' their ' Voyage inter tht C« 

<kd+rhi<veat the- CaytyTtrki} ivk 

• ef the Officers are kindly ant eh anted by 

*f M«flal the Tartarian Prince, ' 

Account of her Manner of living, ' 1 

■ &ntinuing\bcrr Voyage, they meet-wit 
Stfr'to'f • anW are '4h the ttimoft danger 

' ' nvhcnyic Judge '^* NiafabatK9«/^ ! 
toSfkeir-Rdiff, in hMkhthe \ Amba\ 
part of tbtir Rett knit efcapt -id' lam 
Storm increajiigj tbofe en board are lL 
the Ship en Shore. 

HAVING taken in a fupply < 
beer, 20 fct oxen, and iome 
iiilt-lifli, they hired ibme Tartars, 
miied to p;o before t^cni in boat:,, t 
them over the fhonjs ar.che mouth of 
they left Ap-.idcn^^Cd lotht>f 0* 
were loon after dtiv.ifrttd'thc fhore, v 
wcr>» vifitcd Ly u Pi luce of Tr.itary^ 
a graceful perfon, and prefented ih 
fiicvp, aiid a barrel of milk. The) 
that the earth hereabouts produced 
an cxtrnoidifiary &''•*■• 

0.\ the 1 3th, they were forced tc 
an aiiqhor near a little round mount;;i 
\vi 1 'Is from /ifnicban, and from • lie g 
/; •:■ (■/ inr.ktv ihcy Iav; there, they ca 
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es, and the herb Semper Vinntm, or Houfe- 
k of feveral kinds : the adjacent plain affbrd- 
the moil delightful profpeft in the world, 
ley afterwards parted by many iflands covered 
th bufties, canes and oziers; they faw a 
;at many dog-fifh, and a kind of cormorants, 
ger than fwans, with their bills above a foot 
i a half long, two fingers broad, and forked 
the end. Under their bills they have a bag 
'Dun which they can contract or extend to 
:h a bignefs, that it will contain three gai- 
ns of liquor, and this they ufe as a refervator/ 
r the fifh they take, till they can fwallow 
em. The Ambaflador Crufius afterwards (hot 
ie of them upon the Cajpian fea, which was 
o ells and an half between the extremities 
' the wings, and feven feet from the head to ; 

e feet. 

On the 15 th, they reached the mouth of the 
)lga 9 which is full of fmall iflands, that 
>ound with canes and reeds. The paflages 
jtween thefe iflands being (hallow water, they 
ere reduced to great danger, and were feven 
lys in advancing four leagues. At length 
tiding the Mofcovite pilot very ignorant, and 
ie maps of the Cajpian fea they had brought 
long with them intirely falfe, they addrefled 
ie Colonel of the Strelitzers, deiiring him to 
lrnifh them with an able pilot. He came on 
oard, and being well treated, promifed to 
md fuch a pilot as they might confide in ; 
mt no fooner returned to his wm Skvt> <Sk&\Owr. 
h (aft, without fulfilling \&t ^t OTB ™- T*&Lit 
\crtfote applied to the T*\a£a* <afc <&» > * r 3K"L 
Vol. xm. *> ■ * 
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Jhip, whanotwithfUading Mt being owner tl 
all the good* in the Tefltf, fiaajy «m« 
board, and fleered them into tea feet water, 

' On the 30th o£ OaJxr they* at fbo* ask 
was light, diftovered the country of Cinafe, 
which extending from the fouth-weffc to the 
north -eaii formed a fpacious bay, rcfembjingi 
crefcent ^ and on the firil of NwmBcr they 
cafl anchor before the city of TtrAL The 
C&Jfitch, it teems, had defigned to attack then* 
the night before ; but mining them In the dark, 
happened to light upon the fmall fleet which 
carried the Tartarian. Prince and the Strelitzers, 
who defended themfelve* with their fire-arm** 
when the CfjfacJtt finding thcmfelves mittaken, 
retired, letting them know that their bufinefil 
*as with the Germans A rumour of this at* 
tempt having heen fpread early in the morn- 
ing throughout the ciiy of TtrkLi the noifc e-f 
the Ambaflador'8 great gnna increafed diet 
fear, and occasioned a general alarm, which 
was, however, foon appealed, when the Watt 
and his fleet foon after came into the need, and 
after a firtnte with their fire-arm** Hwimd the 
Ambaftadoxs to honour him with a vifitat hit 
Mother's. 

Tcrir, the capital city of the Cin^fimmTm^ 
tars, is feated about half a league &om the 
fea-Aiorc, upon the fmall riticr ftavajif, a 
branch of the great river B*/fr** k ftaoda it 
a fpacious plaia, and is 60 learttet difitet flan 
Afiracbau by fea, and 70 by had*. At kit the left 
frontier place belonging to the Caar, it hat a 
garrifon of 20*000 m«n, ^cjq of wham wen 

«fe\<*ttat 
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appointed for the guard of the Tartarian Prince. 
The city is two thonfand feet in length, and 
eight hundred in breadth. All the buildings, 
even the towers and ramparts, are of wood, 
though the late Great Duke has caafed i'cmz 
fortifications to be ere&ed of earth after the 
modern way, which are well provided with 
cannon. The natives are only allowed to live 
in unfortified places and villages : though the 
adminiftration of the government, and particu- 
larly of the Courts of Juftice, is inverted in 
the Tartarian Lords, who being bound, by an 
oath to the Czar, tranfaft every thine of mo- 
ment in the prefence of the Waywode of the 
place. 

The next day the Cuptei and the Perfian 
Merchants fent the Ambafladors a prefent of 
moll excellent fruit, and at the fame time let 
them know, that if they chofe to travel by 
land, they might take the conveniency of a 
large convoy of 200 camels, and a great num- 
ber of mules, that were conducting a Mofcovite 
Ambafiador to the frontiers of Dagheftan ; and 
to convince them of the fincerity of their in- 
tentions, offered to bear them company in 
this journey. This propofal being approved 
by the Ambafladors, they had no fooner ob- 
tained leave from the Governor, than theydif- 
patched their Perfian interpreter to the frontiers 
of Daghefian % fix leagues from Terki ; but upon 
his arrival, he found the camels and mules al- 
ready returned into Perfia, the Governor having 
found means to delay his going till he had 
notice that it would be \tiett&wL 
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a rich ruby ; they were 
pliment the Mother of I 
her fon's happy return. 
tained them with great ci\ 
and Muffed the Tartarian 
in perfon at the entrance 
imaginable demonflratior 
conducted them into a lai 
walls of which were of e; 
that at equal diftances the 
of niches vaulted, and ad 
beds, with filk or cotton c 
with pieces of Per/tan tapefl 
with gold and nlk, and 
with the fame rich fluffs, 
hung two rows of woodei 
and on the pillars which 
were hnnn. r~ — 
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hung down upon her fhoulders. A woman 
who attended her, had alfo an ox's bladder, 
which they afterwards underftood to be the 
badge of widowhood. On her right hand 
Hood her three fons, the two youngeft of whom 
could not be diftinguifhed by their drefs from 
the mod inconsiderable perfon of the country. 
Behind thefe youths were feveral fervants, 
whofe faces being torn with their nails, dill 
bore the marks of mourning for the death of 
her eldeft fon, who had been lately executed 
at Mofco<w ; and on her left hand flood feveral 
aged Tartars, who were Officers of the court. 

After the Princes had returned the compli- 
ment, made by the Ambafladors, a collation 
of fruit was brought in upon a little table. The 
gentlemen urged the Princes to fit down with 
them ; but they excufed themfelves, by all edg- 
ing the cuftom of the country, which did not 
allow of their fitting in the prefence of their 
mother. After the collation, the 'Princefs, and 
the reft of thofe who were prefent, took par- 
ticular notice of the gent'emen's cloaths ; and 
then the Princefs herielf, and each of the three 
Princes, prefented them a large cup of a fpiri- 
tuous liquor extracted out of millet, and as 
firong as brandy ; the Princes alfo did the fame 
to the fervants. Mean while they fuddenly 
faw a door open behind the Princefs, at the 
entrance of which appeared feveral women, 
and among the reft the Princefs'* daughter, 
who was betrothed to the Sophi of Pcrfwu 3&&. 
was about fixteen years of &£t, Ntrj"V^wASw®*j; 
2nd of a dear complexion, xo *ftkO& ^^*^; 
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nefs of her hair added no fmatt Iuftre. Theft 
ladies were fo curious to fee the cloaths of theft 
Cermm gentlemen,that they ndhed oueraftothft 
backwards from the door, which at the ts% 
wink from the Princefi was ihot ; hot they 
feen opened it again to take a foil view of then; 
and catling one of the fervants, feemedmaci 
delighted with his drefs, and even made aim 
draw his fword, in order toriew the Male; 
but a Ptrfian Eunuch who had been fentto 
cany the young Princeft into Ptrfia happeniat 
to come, the door was immediately fhut, tad 
the genlknien took their leave of the Princefi» 
and her fens, in order to take a view of the 
city. - The bodes there are low and mew, 
being made of boughs of trees, plaflercd eve* 
with earth or clay. The men are jpneraujr 
ftrong limbed, of a tawny complexion ; bit 
not fo broad faced as theNagaian Tartars. Their 
hair is black and long ; but they mave from 
the forehead to the neck about the breadth of 
an inch, leaving juft at the crown a lock which 
falls down behind. Their cloaths are like thofe 
of the other Tartars, who inhabit thefe parts, 
only their cloaks, which are either of meep- 
fldn, or very coarfe cloth, are fomewhat larger : 
they are fattened at the neck with a ftrinr, and 
as they are too fcanty to cover the whole Dody, 
they turn them fo as to ftrield them from the 
wind and rain. The women are handfome 
and well fhaped, having a clear complexion, 
and an agreeable bloom in their cheeks. They 
never cover their faces, and their black hair 
hangs down in two ttcfititfe'tath fides. They 
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vrc&T black caps upon their heads, which they 
cover with a fine piece Of callico or linnen 
cloth tied under the chin. All the women 
they met were cloathed only in a kind of 
fmocks or frocks, which were green, yellow, 
or blue, and the bofom cut fo deep before, that 
thefe gentlemen could eafily fee below the na,- 
vel. They appeared very familiar, flopped 
the gentlemen to examine their drefs, and 
though foirte of the retinue under the pretence 
of handling their necklaces, which were of am- 
ber, copper or tin, flipped their hands into 
their bofom s, they did not feem in the leaft 
offended. They have notwithftanding the re- 
putation of being very virtuous, and one of 
the officers belonging to the retinue, after- 
wards becoming familiarly acquainted with one 
of the women who was very handfome, made 
trial of her chaitity ; but found it impregna- 
ble. 

As to the religion of thefe people though 
they ufe fome Mahometan ceremonies, and in 
particular circumcifion, they have neither the 
Koran, Priefts, nor Mofques, and may pro- 
perly be termed Pagans. 

Having received advice that the convoy of 
camels and mules were returned into Per/ta, 
the Ambafladors refolved to continue their 
voyage by fea, upon which the Tartarian Prin- 
cefs lent them a prefent of two fheep, fifty pul- 
lets, and feveral other provifions ; they had 
alfo a prefent of beer, mead, asA*.^*.^ ^k*^ 
tbeai by the High CYmceYtat <& "NLoJcsruv _"^ 
the afternoon of tho ferns taj,^*»** . 
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came on board to bid them farewell, bdagr 
.ing along with him yJmUarim Myne, a 
brother to the Prince -of 7*4*, ill Dmgb^Um. 
His habit, which was 'like that of the ret of 
the Tarter;, was only acoarfe doth cloak over 
bis old cloaths; his coantenance fnffidentfy 
difcovered his natural fierceneft, and his be- 
haviour was in all refpe&s anfwerable (pit. 
He refufed toarife like the reft of the company, 
when the Czar's health was drank, and btiog 
admonithed by Prince Muffkl to confider what 
. country he was in* aofwered that he knew not 
whether he had not as mock right to it as the 
Grand Duke, reproaching Mqtfkl, that with 
all his foe cloaths, he was no more. than * 
slave, while he in his rags- was a -fioversiga 
Prince, and acknowledged no fnperior hat 
God, . and then aMblntely refafing to driak 
the Czar's health went away. His fervants 
however, found means to take a filver fpoon 
and a knife with them. 

In the men while the Governor fent the 
Ambafladors a prefent of 100 pieces of hang 
beef, four tons of beer, one of mead, a 
calk of wine, and another of vinegar with 
fome cakes of gingerbread, and fome common 
bread. 

On the ioth of No<vemb$r they fet (ail, di- 
recting their courfe towards Derbent, and about 
noon, difcovering a bark which hovered about 
at a diftance, the Ambafiador Brugmax ordered 
a great gun to be fired, which made her bring 
to. She proved a veilel laden with fruit, the 
mailer of which happened to be brother to the 
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Perfian Pilot, and finding him among a Grange 
fort of people, broke out in dreadful lamen- 
tations thinking him and his brother pail all 
redemption, nor could he be perfuaded of the 
contrary, till his brother gave him a circum- 
ilantial account of the reafbns of thefe Gran- 
gers being there, when he took the courage 
to come into the fhip with a prefent of apples, 
pears, quinces and nuts, and fold a confidera- 
ble number of very large apples at the rate of 
four pence a hundred. 

They foon after came to an ifland called by 
the Per/tans Tzenzeni. It is three leagues in 
length, and is extremely barren and fandy. 
Here they caft anchor, and ftaid twenty-four 
hours; but continuing their voyage, on the 
eleventh met with a violent temped, when fur- 
ling their fails, the (hip drove before the wind. 
They had two boats, befides the (hallop, which 
were foon fwallowed up by the waves, and the 
fhallop followed not long after. The (hip, 
which was only of fir, receiving many (hocks 
on the fand banks, opened on all fides, and 
they were forced to be without inter million at 
the pump. While they were in this diftrefs, 
they difcovered the mountain of Derbent about 
ten leagues off, and the violence of the tempeft 
being (omewhat abated, they hoifted their fails 
in order to run the fhip aground ; but the wind 
blowing from the north-weft, they were forced 
beyond the city of Derbent, where no harbour 
was to be found, the rocks extefediwfo\«a^g»B». 
into the fea. They however, Vk&fc &***»» 
of the 13th came to an ancW \*fcox* ^^ 
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lage of Nmfahaiby and the next morning, wken 
the tempeft was fomewhat abated, they, after 
tiring their great and fraall guns, ai fignals of 
diftrefs, without receiving any hopes of relief, 
began to make up a kind of flat bottomed boat, 
of deal boards ; but at this inftant two boats 
were feafonably fent by the Magiftrate of tie 
village to their affiffance. They brought a 
prefent of apples, and the perfons having com- \ 
plimented the Ambafladors in the name of the 
magiftrate, exhorted them to convey their weft 
valuable effe&s into the boats, and to go along 
with them, before the tempeft arofe again, as 
they feared it would. 

The Ambafladors took their advice, and 
went in the boats with part' of their retinue, 
and fame of the foldiers and officers, leaving 
their Steward, the Secretary of the embaffy, 
and other of their own officers in the (hip, in- 
tending to fend "the boats back to fetch them, 
after they themfclves were landed. The Ma- 
giftrate waited on horfeback at the fea fide for 
their coming ; but fcarce had the Ambafladors 
fet foot on the Perfian fhore, when the tempeft 
increafed with fuch violence, that it was abfo- 
lutely impoflible to fend back the boats, fo 
that the unhappy perfons on board found them- 
felves in the utmoft danger of being wrecked. 
They had the misfortune to find that they 
dragged their anchor, and that they were forc- 
ed a quarter of a league from the place where 
the Ambafladors left the fhip, upon which 
they caft out two other anchors, but both thefe 
Mnd the rudder wereAoft. \>n tVtNcn. *t night. 
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All the hopes they had left were now in their 
biggeft anchor, which ftill held ; but the ftrip 
drawing water on all fides, and the pump be- 
ing become ufelefs, the feamen, who were tired 
out with labour and watching, earneftly in- 
treated the Secretary to confent to their cutting 
the rope, which he for fome time refuted; 
but foon after the main and mizen mails being 
carried oyer board, he confented, and the fhip 
was run aground near the place where the Am- 
bafladors and the reft of their friends impati- 
ently expected them. 



The End of A* TUrtenai Folumt. 
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